
THE SCOOP  

 Issue 9  21/05/21 

Focus on: Service 

21st May—School Newsletter 

24th May—Y6 Residential all week 

28th May—Last Day of Term 5 2:50/3:00 finish 

11th June—PTA Newsletter 

14th June—Y6 Bikeability 

15th June 9-12.30pm KS2 Sports Day 

16th June 9-11.45am KS1 Sports Day 

22nd June 9-12.30pm Reserve KS2 Sports 
Day 

23rd June 9-11.45am Reserve KS1 Sports 
Day 

29th June 9-12pm Mop-up sports day in the 
event of poor weather 

25th June—Reports Home—further infor-

mation to follow+school Newsletter 

7th July—proposed Y6 Transition Day (tbc) 

definitely transition day for Balcarras and The 

High School Students 

9th July—PTA Newsletter 

15th Y6 celebration Day + ‘An Evening with 

Year 6’ end of school farewell 

16th Last Day of term 2pm finish for all children 

 

Dates are subject to change 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Presently the sun is shining in through the window and I am praying for great weather for us all 

to rejoice in over the coming weeks! The sun on our skin and the light days and warmth cer-

tainly make us all feel better and I am sure that you all agree that we need some positivity as 

we (hopefully) are able to embark on greater freedoms. Our school still has its risk assessments 

in place and we are continually ensuring that we keep everyone as safe as possible and miti-

gate against risk. There will continue to be local positive cases and so we all need to do our bit. 

Remember to keep your child home and get a PCR test if they are displaying symptoms, refrain 

from giving paracetamol if your child has a temperature before sending them to school and 

continue to socially distance at the school gates. We have all worked tirelessly to keep our 

community safe, thank you. 

This term we aim to go ahead with many of our planned events; these include our Year 6 trip 

to PGL (PGL have started back this week), our sports days, some outdoor sporting events, and 

Open The Book and Reverend Nick who will be worshipping within our bubbles. Currently guid-

ance states that we are unable to invite parents to attend events but we hope that this may 

change shortly. We also aim to welcome our new Reception children and parents into school 

when allowed and welcome them to our school.  

Finally we have a some great news! Mr and Mrs Hanks gave birth to their second daughter, 

Pippa Mary Hanks (8lb 5oz and totally beautiful) on the 27th April. They are all doing well and I 

am sure you join us in wishing them the best of luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lets hope for a summer term filled with together, happiness and sunshine! 

 

Lisa Harford—Headteacher 



 

TIE A RIBBON FOR  
 

 

With a growing crisis sweeping India and many of our families losing loved ones both in India and 
at home we thought it would be nice to take time to share our love, prayers and thoughts with 

those encountering or having encountered difficult and sad times. Our school tree has always sym-
bolized love and hope from being festooned in colorful balloons when Elizabeth Spencer (a pupil 
at the school) died in 2015 to being covered in all sorts of meaningful objects through all three 

lockdowns and most recently hearts. 

All children over the next few weeks will be given a ribbon to tie to the tree and have a chance to 
say a prayer for a loved one, family member or a community that has suffered as a result of Covid-

19. 

We welcome parents, community members and relatives to tie a ribbon to our tree and reflect on 
the year past. To send love and hope to all those in areas where the pandemic is far from over and 

pray for a safe route through. If you wish, please decorate your ribbons—our tree of hope 
needs to be bright and beautiful. 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY FRIDGE 
We are looking for a working fridge that we can 
plug in outside of the school entrance. This can 
then be used to donate or collect food from. 
If you have a fridge—the bigger the better in 
good working order please get in touch! 
 
https://www.hubbub.org.uk/the
-community-fridge 



School Mural! 

A very big well done to Mrs Sutch, the staff and children, for showing our school values of 
friendship and co-operation, in creating the whole school mural in the school Hall, which is now 
finished.   

Every child in the school took part, adding their colourful handprints to the mural, thinking about 
the world around them, the mural embodies our vision of 'inspiring and growing for fullness of 
life'.  It brings our 4 school houses together, featuring house prayers amongst the handprints.   

It truly is an amazing feat of organisation and teamwork from the whole school that has enabled 
such a fantastic piece of artwork to be created.  It has brought joy and happiness to the Hall. 
Well done everyone.  

 

 

In year 6, Sophie, Ben and Juniper have been commended for their poetry recitals in a national 
poetry competition, Poetry by heart.   

The judges commented that Sophie delivered the poem with considerable zest, Juniper really 
captured the sombre tone of the poem and conveyed it powerfully and that Ben's 4-minute recital 
of Amanda Gorman's complex poem was a phenomenal achievement.  

Congratulations Sophie, Ben and Juniper your teachers are very proud of you.  

 
 

Year 6 



Mrs Sutch and KS2 are growing a 'Poe-tree', in the KS2 
corridor, displaying a collection of poems.  

 

 

 

 

As part of the children’s work in RE, they have been thinking carefully about who Christians say made the world.  
Also, issues such as protecting the world we live in and finding opportunities to say thank you for all we have 
through the act of sharing.   
Year 1 brought in food for the Foodbank to demonstrate kindness and thankfulness for all we have been blessed by.  
Doing amazing things for others is a special thing, the children are looking forward to sending off their donations 
with letters explaining why we have chosen to do this act of kindness.   
Thank you Year 1 for your donations, and for your kindness, sharing and thankfulness.   

Year 1  

 

Well done to the Eco Hub for raising an 

amazing £250 for Cobalt, through the 

TerraCycle recycling project, fantastic 

effort.  



What have we been up to! 

Year 5 are learning how to use Samba drums as part of our 

commitment to developing music across our school.  

Year 1 have visited Forest 

School over the last few 

weeks; they have enjoyed 

all sorts of activities! 

Thank you again to our Well-

Being Fairy who offered lots of 

goodies for staff this week—a 

welcomed and much needed sur-

prise!  



Church News! 
We are sure you have seen that Reverend Nick and the team have been busy at 

church recently. The work on revolutionising the space has been completed. Our chil-

dren will have all visited to look at the changes, as special guests of course! Rev Nick 

was pleased with their response to the building and the words used to describe it: 

modern, glorious, wow, churchy, contemporary, awesome and splendiferous 

to offer a few! This will certainly be a wonderful space for our children and families to 

worship in! 

 

 

 

From the office 
Please feel free to email the school admin@st-james-

pri.gloucs.sch.uk or telephone 01242 516836 with any of your 

needs or questions. We are here to help! 

Inconsiderate Parking and Driving 

As a school we are becoming increasingly frustrated by parents’ poor driving skills and views on safety, particularly 

as it is our own school community they are putting in danger! Many of you have emailed me with your concerns, 

local residents and local councilors have also been in contact, Parking Enforcement urge you to email in directly to 

Highways: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/parking/ Vehicles causing an obstruction, preventing 

emergency access, parking on the pavement or blocking driveways are parking illegally. Report these instances to 

101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk. Parking on zigzag lines, double yellow lines etc please make a parking enforce-

ment request to: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/e-forms/parking-enforcement-requests/ 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/parking/










PTA UPDATE 

 Mon 24 - Fri 28 May - Smarties Challenge Launch. Look out for the Smarties tubes and 
instructions coming home. This fundraising challenge is a fun way to keep your child enter-
tained (and your house tidy!) over half term.  

 Mon 7 - Fri 11 Jun - Smarties Challenge Deadline. Return your filled Smarties tubes to 
your child's classroom. 

 Fri 11 Jun - Bag2School Textile Collection. By 9am in the ECO HUB. 

 Fri 11 Jun - Mufti Day. £1 per child to the class teacher. 

 Fri 11 Jun - PTA June Newsletter. See your emails for our monthly roundup of all things 
PTA. 

 Fri 2 Jul - Summer Raffle. 6pm on Facebook Live. Deadline for prize donations Fri 28 
May to allow for raffle ticket printing.  

Tue 6 Jul - PTA Planning Meeting. End of Year Wrap Up. 7.30pm @ Morans, Bath Road.  

ECO HUB - Please keep recycling and doing your bit for the planet. The ECO HUB can be 
found to the far right of the school building, under the canopy. 

 

SJP PTA SELLING GROUP - Please keep this group active by selling your unwanted toys, 
clothes and equipment within the school community. Promoting sustainable living! 

 

Full details of all the above events and activities can be found on SJP PTA (Facebook) and the 
PTA website (www.pta-events.co.uk/stjamespta). 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/stjamespta

