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         Focus on: FORGIVENESS 

Mon 7th I Sing POP in school 7th – 9th March singing 
with R-Y6 +Cheltenham Town Y5 

Tues 8th Weds 9th-Rec and Year 6 only- NHS Height, 
weight, vision screening +Move More across the 
school 

Tue 8th Parents’ Evening 3:30 – 6.30pm + Closing date 
for Secondary acceptances/declines and waiting list 
requests 

Wed 9th +Cheltenham Town Y5 

Thurs 10th   YR1 visit to Hatherley Park + PTA Mufti Day 
(4 of 6) +Move More across the school  

Fri 11th PTA Junior Popcorn Club (3-5pm Abominable) 

Mon 14th +Cheltenham Town Y5 

Wed 16th Move More across the school + Cheltenham 
Town Y5 

Thurs 17th - I Sign Pop concerts at St Philip & St James 
Church 2pm and 6pm+ Move More across the school 

Fri 18th Comic Relief Non-Uniform Day £1 donation to 
Comic Relief + PTA Newsletter 

Mon 21st +Cheltenham Town Y5 + Quick Sticks Hockey 
B Y5/6 tbc 

Tues 22nd Parent Open Afternoon 2-3pm +Move More 
across the school 

Wed 23rd Cheltenham Town Y5 + Newlands Tag Rugby 
2 teams 9:30-3:00 tbc 

Thu 24th Rev Nick in school for worship +Move More 
across the school 

Fri 25th PTA Spring Disco (Infants 6.7.15pm - Juniors 
7.30-8.45pm) + B Team Football 3:30-5 (home) 

Mon 28th +Cheltenham Town Y5 

Tue 29th   Outcome of secondary waiting list requests – after 
today + Class 9 Parent Assembly 9-9:30am +Move More 
across the school 
Wed 30th Easter crafts due in to school +Cheltenham Town 
Y5 + Wed 30 Mar - PTA Meeting 4 of 6 (7pm Morans) 

Thurs 31st Curriculum Governors + Closing date for 

Summer-born deferment +Move More across the 

school 

Mon 28th +Cheltenham Town Y5 

Tue 29th   Outcome of secondary waiting list requests 

– after today + Class 9 Parent Assembly 9-9:30am 

+Move More across the school 

Wed 30th Easter crafts due in to school +Cheltenham 

Town Y5 + Wed 30 Mar - PTA Meeting 4 of 6 (7pm 

Morans) 

Thurs 31st Curriculum Governors + Closing date for 

Summer-born deferment +Move More across the 

school 

Friday 1st School Newsletter 9 Today (April) + PTA quiz 

night (7-10.30pm Hall-rearranged from 11th Feb) 

 

 

 



 

Welcome back! 

We hope that you all had a wonderful half term; the staff and children have been tell-

ing us all about holidays abroad, spending time at home, visiting friends and family—it 

was a break that we all needed. 

Although this is quite a short term, it’s a busy one! World Book Day, Science Week, Par-

ents’ Evenings, iSing Pop, Comic Relief and the return of Open the Book to name a 

few. Our priority, as always is to give our children at St. James’ a broad and balanced 

curriculum. This can be seen in the wide variety of experiences offered to your chil-

dren. Science week this year is going to be amazing, with Mrs Boskett-William’s plan-

ning around the theme of GROWTH. Thank you to the huge number of parents that 

have volunteered to come and share their scientific knowledge with us. We will be 

sharing the outcomes with you after the week! 

We are also working on the curriculum aspect of the website; developing class pages 

for specific curriculum information and giving you a greater amount of information 

regarding the journey children take from Reception to Y6 in all curriculum subjects. 

This will go live in the next two weeks. 

Our policy page has also been updated to reflect our new policies and a new area for 

safeguarding has been developed. We hope that you find this useful. 

As we journey through this term it is hoped that we will move towards a more open 

school again. Covid will still present us with ongoing challenges and may result in pupil 

and staff absence but we will do our best to involve you; this has started with the 

opening of the school library to parents after school twice a week. Thank you to the 

team, the PTA and the parents whom donated their time, skills and books! 

We are currently working on plans for open afternoons and summer activities and are 

looking at further opening up over the next few weeks. These updates will be emailed 

to you separately.  

Finally, this week we have spent time exploring the ongoing war between 

Ukraine and Russia, using some specific resources from Picture News and 

discussing how it makes them feel, I have attached some of the slides from 

the work we have done. During these times we are sending our love to our 

Ukrainian families and staff members, all of whom have family members in 

Ukraine. Our thoughts and prayers are with you all. 

Lisa Harford—Headteacher 



iSing POP will be with us next week….. 

iSingPOP is a singing, performing and resourcing project that helps children and families engage in Col-

lective Worship in school, church and at home. Our children will be learning and performing a number of 

special songs with actions, which support our school values as well as the children’s learning in a range of 

subjects including Music, RE and Citizenship. (https://www.isingpop.org/). The most exciting thing about 

this experience is that the children then get to perform in 2 concerts at the church. 

Please ensure that you have read the letter sent on Wednesday 2nd March as this contains lots of im-
portant information:  google form link to respond before 7th March  https://forms.gle/
pKQrXnopr2M63F1V8 

• When and where the concert is with timings 

• Who will be performing in each concert 

• Lunchtime arrangements for 17th March 

• How to purchase tickets 

• What the children need to wear 

• Different school finish time on 17th March 

Jessica Bennett will be our iSingPOP singing coach (Mrs. Smith 

taught Jessica at St Marks when she was in Year 6!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SZ_vjT1ghsU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7cWExWyjPE 

Any further questions you may have linked to the Dynamo offer 
please direct them to Gareth Dawson  

gareth.dawson@gloucestershirecricketfoundation.org  

Non Stop Cricket 

On Tuesday 1st March, 9 Year 6 children took part 

in a Non-Stop Cricket event. 

The children were amazing. They demonstrated 

great sportsmanship and were all really encourag-

ing and supportive to each other, working well as a 

team. Thankyou Mrs Folkard and Dr Heron for tak-

ing the children and Mrs Moore for organising us 

attending the event. 

When asked what they enjoyed they said: 

‘How it wasn’t competitive.’ Seb 

‘Hitting the cricket ball.’ Dilmi 

‘The feeling of competition.’ Isaac 

‘Batting-then trying to get as many runs as possi-

ble’ Bella 

https://forms.gle/pKQrXnopr2M63F1V8
https://forms.gle/pKQrXnopr2M63F1V8
mailto:gareth.dawson@gloucestershirecricketfoundation.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of our work this week to help our junior 

children understand what is currently happening 

to Ukraine. 



 
 
 
 

 



T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  S U P P O R T I N G  U S !  

Class 1 enjoyed their family Tree afternoon this week. A great op-

portunity to invite our Reception families into school, for the chil-

dren to learn about their own family tree and their place in history. 



     Early Years at St. James’ School! 
This month we take a peek at behind the scenes for our Early Years teaching. Any-

one who thought that Reception children just played will be surprised! 

Our curriculum is designed to recognise children’s prior learning, both from previous set-
tings and their experiences at home. We work in partnership with parents, carers and other 
settings to provide the best possible start at St. James’ C of E Primary School, ensuring each 
individual reaches their full potential from their various starting points. 

Our curriculum has been designed to enable children to succeed through cooperative and 
collaborative learning principles. As such, there is a strong emphasis on the Prime Areas of 
learning; Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Communication and Language, 
including Oracy. 

At St. James’ we recognise that oracy not only improves academic outcomes, but is a life 
skill to ensure success beyond school, in life and future employment. Oracy develops chil-
dren’s thinking and understanding, which in turn promotes self-confidence, resilience and 
empathy which support the child’s well-being. Our enabling environments and warm, skilful 
adult interactions support the children as they begin to link learning to their play and explo-
ration right from the start. 

We believe that high level engagement ensures high wellbeing, and in turn, high levels of 
progress and attainment. We therefore provide an engaging curriculum that maximises op-
portunities for meaningful links across the seven areas of learning and learning experiences, 
as well as promoting the unique child by offering extended periods of play and sustained 
thinking. We follow children’s interests and ideas to foster a lifelong love of learning both in 
and outside of school. 

Play is an essential part of our early years curriculum, and includes: play which is child-led, 
play which is sensitively supported and extended by adults, and play which is guided to-
wards specific educational outcomes. Continuous provision both inside and outside creates 
enabling environments which develop as the children grow. These rich and varied environ-
ments support learning in all aspects of the EYFS curriculum. 

By the end of the Reception year our intent is to ensure that all children make at least good 

progress from their starting points and are equipped with the skills and knowledge to have a 

smooth transition into their next phase of learning in Year 1. 



T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  S U P P O R T I N G  U S !  

Our Key Stage 2 children were welcomed by Reverend Nick at St. Philip and St James’ 

yesterday to share a service on Ash Wednesday, the starting point to Lent. Here they 

talked about the importance of forgiveness, our value this term. 



Cycle Stars  

Cycle Stars ran their first Year 5 Curriculum Session on Tuesday afternoon with Class 12 and are look-

ing forward to their first session with Class 11 on Monday. 

We now have enough children registered to run a Year 1,2,3 cycking club on Monday and a Year 4,5,6 

club on Tuesday. 

CycloCross and Grass Trass Championships 

These are great events for Year 1-6. No previous experience is needed but those who attend the clubs 

and are in Year 5 will look at some of the skills needed for these events.  So far the following children 

will be representing the school. It would be amazing if there were more children representing our 

school. Here are the children from St James entered so far: 

School years 1 and 2 race start 9.30 

Ellyn Smith  

Eloise Sharples 

Jack Weisberg 

School years 5 and 6 race start 10.35 

Francesca Gill 

 

Year 1 and 2 Morning Drop Off starting on MONDAY  

Please can children say goodbye in the fenced area and 

then walk to their classrooms by themselves. This will not 

only prepare them for Year 2 and Year 3, but enable the 

teachers to look after the children who are in the class-

room. If you have a question, please e mail the office or 

speak to the teacher after school. Of course, any urgent 

messages can be passed through Mrs Smith or Mrs Harford 

or you can briefly speak to the class teacher. 

Thankyou for your support in this. 


