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Focus on: Courage 

February 

Mon 14th Full Gov. Meeting tbc +Cheltenham 

Town Y5 + sports hall athletics 9:30-12:00 

Cheltenham College Y456 10 boys and 10 

girls   

Tues 15th - Move More across the school   

Wed 16th Mid-Year Reports to Parents sent 

out today + Y6 Police Visit – Drugs and Peer 

Pressure  +Cheltenham Town Y5   

Thurs 17th Worship in school with Rev Nick + 

PTA Enterprise 5 World Book Day Sale 3pm 

+Move More across the school   

Fri 18th Last Day of Term 3pm finish + PTA 

Newsletter   

Children back to school TUESDAY  1st March   

Week 8: Monday 28th February   

Mon 28th   INSET Day – All DGAT Schools –

Pupils are not in school   

Tue 1st Start of Term 4 – pupils back to 

school + clubs start this week +  St David’s 

day +  Secondary allocation day +Move 

More across the school.  Inclusive Indoor 

Cricket – Selected children    

Wed 2nd +Cheltenham Town Y5   

Thu 3rd  Parents’ Evening 3:30-7pm +Y3,4,5,6 

to Pip and Jim’s for Church and School Val-

ues Worship with Rev Nick + World Book 

Day +Move More across the school   

Fri 4th PTA Bag2School textile collection 

9am. PTA Infant Popcorn Club (3-5pm The 

Secret Life of Pets) School Newsletter 8 

Today (March)   

Week 9: 7th March   

Mon 7th I Sing POP in school 7th – 9th March 

singing with R-Y6 +Cheltenham Town Y5   

Tues 8th Weds 9th-Rec and Year 6 only- NHS 

Height, weight, vision screening +Move 

More across the school   

Tue 8th Parents’ Evening 3:30 – 5pm + Clos-

ing date for Secondary acceptances/declines 

and waiting list requests   

Wed 9th +Cheltenham Town Y5   

Thurs 10th   YR,1,2 to Pip and Jim’s for Church 

and School Values Worship with Rev Nick + 

PTA Mufti Day (4 of 6) +Move More across 

the school  Fri 11th PTA Junior Popcorn Club 

(3-5pm Abominable)   

Week 11: 21st March    
Mon 21st +Cheltenham Town Y5 + Quick 
Sticks Hockey B  
Y5/6 tbc   
Tues 22nd Parent Open Afternoon 2-3pm 
+Move More across the school 
 

 



I hope that you are all enjoying the start of spring, As we say a hopeful goodbye to 

the recent cold, windy and wet weather and welcome some sunshine and warmth we 

look towards the rest of the year with great anticipation. Mrs Smith and I are enjoy-

ing the view of our tree as it begins to blossom from the office! 

We are really pleased with the development of extra-curricular opportunities again; 

these are building as we move through the year and as we have capacity.  Staff are 

working very hard at the moment, covering for absent staff so staff clubs will remain limited for the time being. 

A reminder that mid-year reports will be sent home on Wednesday for all children  (the letter accompanying it 

will be emailed rather than printed).  Reception will receive their reports at parents’ evening after Half Term. 

Please take time to read them in preparation to discuss at parents’ evening shortly.  

Enjoy the next week and half term!    

Lisa Harford—Headteacher 

Mrs Freeman who attends Family Fun club on a Tuesday 3-4pm, “It was so 
much fun and a bit different to do Archery at family fun. Here, Mr Smith from Move More, is help-
ing Bertie my son from reception with how to pull the arrow and aim it. He’s so friendly and I 
even hit the board a few times too ;) It’s great that Zach his brother from Year 3 can join in too 
and he high scored! We love the variety of games and especially “Archery Bingo” this week and 
teaming up with another family. I really can’t remember the last time I fired a bow and arrow but 
really enjoyed it. Be great to see you there”. Clare Freeman  

Cheltenham Town Football club  

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/

cheltenhamtownfc/ 

Immie in Year 4 said ‘I 

like Board games club 

because I can be in 

the warm, and I get to 

see friends’ 

Reuben from Year 3 said 

‘I like the drums as I like 

to make a big bang and I 

like the songs’ 

Luke from Year 4 said 

‘I like the guitar as it is 

really tricky to play 

but not really, really, 

really, really tricky!’ 

Emma from Year 2, 

said ‘I like the piano 

and I can follow the 

music’ 

Emily from Year 2 

said ‘I really like 

violin as my family 

are musical and I 

like the beat’.  

https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/cheltenhamtownfc/
https://officialsoccerschools.co.uk/cheltenhamtownfc/


Bartholomew Gee came into school on 20th January, to join in 

with worship and deliver workshops to Year 6, about overcoming 

physical challenges and showing courage (our term’s value) when 

faced with adversity. Bart’s mission is to ‘Turn disability into possi-

bility’ 

Bart was born with a physical disability called Arthrogrypo-

sis.  Doctors said he would never walk, may never have the 

strength to be able to sit up and would have a bleak outlook to life 

- that being the limit!  

However, when you pray to God that He would take control of the 

situation, this is God who knows no impossibility, limits are bro-

ken and miracles happen as Bart has found in his own life!  

The children thoroughly enjoyed his piano playing and asked lots 

of questions.   

More information about Bart’s story and inspiration can be found 

on   

https://www.breakinglimits.co.uk/ 

School Policy updates 

Please check our website for policy updates this term: 

Policies – St James's CofE Primary Cheltenham 

(stjamescofeprimary.co.uk)  

There are also year group pages that are currently under develop-

ment. These will be populated shortly. 

 

http://stjamescofeprimary.co.uk/policies/
http://stjamescofeprimary.co.uk/policies/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Well done to... 
Brilliant work Autumn in Y4 who has qualified for 

the Gloucestershire Gymnastic squad again this 

year. 

Well Done Mabel in Year 3 who won a Gold 

medal at her gymnastics competition.  

Fantas- tic.  

Litter pickers doing their bit 

Max and George 

Year 5 clearing litter outside of school this week. 



 
 
 
 

A year and a half ago, we started teaching German to all Junior children (Year3 to Year6) at 
St. James. Y4 to Y6 are now in their second year, whereas Y3 has just finished their first term 
of German. Helping the children with the learning are two animals from Berlin Zoo, who have 
relocated to England: Felix the frog and Franzi the duck. Y4 to Y6 have just been learning 
about the words for family members and their hobbies (‘Meine Schwester spielt gern 
Fußball’ ‘My sister likes playing football’). Y3 has recently been learning about fruit and what 
could go into an ‘Obstsalat’ (fruit salad) to make a ‘gesund’ (healthy) and ‘lecker’ (delicious) snack. The 

children are always looking forward to meeting Felix and Franzi again -and Mrs. Reiner, 
whom the two usually bring along- to learn more words and songs in German. Ask your child 
if they could sing the ‘Hallo’ song for you, which every lesson starts with. Y3 also enjoys the 
‘Farbenlied’ (the colour song), whereas the favourite in Y4-Y6 seems to be the 
‘Telefonlied’ (the telephone song). Some classes have incorporated German into their regis-
ter procedure, with the children answering with: ‘Guten Morgen Herr …’ Guten Tag Frau …’ 
instead of ‘Good morning Mr. ..,’ ‘Good afternoon Mrs. …’ This week all classes were doing 

some writing tasks and it is amazing to see how much German they can master already! Well done all Jun-
iors!!   Frau Reiner 

Children tend to really enjoy learning a new language at primary school. Most language-learning tech-
niques are great fun, and children get a real sense of achievement from mastering and using new key 
phrases! 

The 2014 Primary National Curriculum once again made learning a foreign language compulsory at Key 
Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6). Schools are free to choose whether to teach an ancient or a modern language; it is 
much more about language learning skills than the particular language on offer. Once your child begins 
secondary school the teaching of a modern foreign language is compulsory and the languages on offer 
are different in different settings. 

By studying a foreign language, children are given the opportunity not only to learn about other cultures 

but, more importantly, to communicate with others too. It is also a thoroughly enjoyable subject to learn, 

with less emphasis on the written word and more on practical tasks, such as drama, story-telling, role-

play, speaking and listening. 

All children in Key Stage 2 are expected to be given opportunities to learn how to: 

• communicate orally 

• share their ideas and feelings using speech 

• compare their use of English grammar and spelling to another language 

• express some ideas in writing 
The curriculum no longer sets out topics or units of work to cover; instead it outlines what children should be 
taught under more general headings. Some of these include: 

• Listening to a language and joining in to learn everyday words and phrases 

• Learning how to have conversations in another language to share ideas and opinions as well as being able to 

ask and answer questions 

• Reading texts and stories in another language, carrying out basic comprehension tasks 

• Learning songs, poems, rhymes and stories in another language to help with vocabulary but also with cultural 

understanding. Writing some words and phrases from memory as well as describing people and places with 

basic sentences 



So why are computing resources for primary schools so important? 

Fundamentally, it’s a tool that supports teaching and learning at all stages of education and across all areas of 
the curriculum. We live in a world consumed by technology: a world that provides incredible opportunities for 
young people who are just setting out on their educational journey. And as such computing isn’t just an essen-
tial component to the overall operation of the school, it can also help to improve achievement levels, inspire 
creative thinking and encourage the development of skills that will prove invaluable in the real world. 

Be it independently or as part of a group, computing allows children to explore, observe, engage, solve prob-
lems and make exciting discoveries for themselves. It stimulates collaboration and interaction amongst peers 
and also between students and teachers.  

Here are just a few other reasons why technology in primary schools is so important: 

• Extends the learning experience – raises standards across the curriculum to improve the delivery of lesson 
content and allows children to engage in class in a variety of ways. 

• Extends learning – takes teaching and learning beyond the four walls of the classroom for an anytime, any-
where approach.  

• Enriches the curriculum – provides access to a whole host of information and encourages collaborative 
working and communication with others. The world is effectively brought into the classroom and pupils 
become more engaged in their learning. 

• Expands learning horizons – access to fast internet connections allows for learning materials to be viewed, 
downloaded and worked through quickly.  

 

In Reception and Key Stage 1 tat St. James’ the children begin to develop skills to understand the World and learn 

simple programming skills, use an iPad to take photographs and learn, amongst other things, how  to use technolo-

gy responsibly. 

In Key StagE 2 we develop further programming, movie making, creating a game and even developing e-books. 

Alongside these skills we spend a lot of time looking at E-Safety. This is supplemented by specific programming ses-

sions with professionals and police visits and trips to SkillZone to learn more about safety. Children have enjoyed 

videos explaining about safety online this week as it’s Internet Safety Week (Virtual Assemblies - UK Safer Internet 

Centre ). 

 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/virtual-assemblies
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2022/virtual-assemblies


The PTA Valentine Cake Sale raised an incredible £334.67! 
Huge thanks to everyone who donated, bought and volun-
teered. See you at the Easter Cake Sale on Thu 7 Apr!  

 

The Enterprise 5 World Book Day Sale is on Thu 17 Feb 
3pm. Preloved costumes will be on sale from £1-3! Donations welcome in the PTA Dropbox 
in the foyer. Please support our Y5 Preloved sale.  

 

The PTA Quiz Night (with fish and chip supper) has moved from Fri 11 Feb to Fri 1 Apr. If 
you haven’t yet booked your team in here is the link! www.pta-events.co.uk/stjamespta/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SJP PTA Book Wish List is going amazingly well! If you haven’t yet bought a book for 
the school libraries here are the links again.  

 

Infant Wish List: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1GSAIO7RJSV33  

 
Junior Wish List: https://smile.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/Q5SPPHKH3F0X  

 
Order Instructions: 

Scroll to the book you want to buy. 

Add to basket. 

Tick 'This is a gift'. 

Proceed to checkout. 

Choose a delivery address. (Enter St James' CofE Primary School, Merestones Road, Chel-
tenham, GL50 2RS). 

Choose gift options (Add your gift message and make sure you enter the name/names you 
want to appear in the book). 

Payment method (enter your card details) 

Items and delivery (complete the transaction). 
 
 

A massive thank you to all the families that 
have used our Amazon Wish list to donate 
books to our school libraries and reading 
areas. Each book that is donated gives our 
children a modern and diverse reading 
selection. The new books will be ready to 
borrow next week. Please carry on donat-
ing books as the children are so excited to 
see the new books and it really does en-
rich their reading.  

These are just some of the children with 
the books their families have donated.  

THANK YOU.  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/stjamespta/index.cfm?event=events
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1GSAIO7RJSV33
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/Q5SPPHKH3F0X


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel Kawycz-Excellent attitude to all tasks given - it is wonderful to see how much you enjoy each challenge you embrace.  

You are a brilliant mathematician and you write beautifully. Well done!  

Eloise Sharples-Very, very well done for trying your hardest and for working so well.  We loved your Beegu planet ideas - so 

Elliott - Enthusiastic across all subjects and beginning to write at home. 

Eva-For a fantastic piece of writing describing the snail's visit to a tropical island. You always work hard Eva, well done. 

Piero Zanca-For working hard on his 2 and 10 x tables this week. Well done Piero you work so hard! 

Noah Howarth - For great work in maths this week - learning your 2 and 10x tables so well. Well done Noah! 

Isabelle -For writing a lovely postcard describing the snail's visit. You used some great adjectives. Well done Isabelle! 

Joey Gill-Super effort this week and excellent maths magic! Well done!

Matei Pruteanu-A much more settled week - working hard and trying your best! Well done! 

Felix Brant-For a sterling effort in Maths with his presentation - focusing on one number per square and 

Isabella Carstensen-For trying hard across the board even when she doesn't feel 100%. Keep it up, Well done 

Ava Birt - for the impromptu talk she gave to our class about her pet snakes. We learnt so much! Thank you Ava! 

Olivia Sheppard-for being a supportive 'shoulder partner' and for the care she is taking with her artwork

Musa Mubeen-For great listening and pronunciation within our German lessons.

Jess Wagstaff-For working hard in Maths this week, showing great perseverance as we have looked at long multiplication. 

Sebastian Dennis-For having faith in himself and being amazing at maths this week. Well done Seb! You CAN do it! 

Mollie Long-For excellent inference skills in Guided Reading and English and for always doing the right thing and being a 

Jacob Fellows-For an excellent attitude to learning consistently in all areas. Fantastic work in Geography this 

week - great note taking and preparation for your explanation.

Daniel Hutton-A super effort with your Geography work this week about the Grand Canyon. Excellent 

understanding, a carefully presented sketch and detailed notes. Well done! 

Hannah Mortimer-A fabulous persuasive piece in English showing humour as well as the required features! Super Hannah. 

Martha Ingram - Beautifully presented work showing care and attention in Science and

support to enable her to progress further in her English- well done.      

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards 17TH to 21st Jan 

Florie Gyde For sharing her book with the class and always being keen and enthusiastic - well done 

Freddie - Fantastic cooking Freddie - Very engaged and knowledgeable

Oliver Landaeta Mantilla -For showing a real interest in the Year 1's topic - Very enthusiastic - well done 

Ilana Guttridge-Skyers - For always being cheerful - how lovely! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Albie Houston - Brilliant Geography work when exploring OS maps and street maps.  You were able to spot lots of physical 

Lily Runciman - For excellent decision making in Geography when creating your fact file for Beegu about where you live.  Your 

Baran Guzel-Great progress in reading, and support given to peers at his table during group work. 

Lilia Kaveh-Making thoughtful suggestions during class discussions. 

Louie Ngai-Superb writing in your writing cafe - I wanted to read more and more!

Sofia Dennis-Quietly working hard and listening well to get the job done - well done!

Dash Moran-For slotting back in after time out and catching up without hesitation. You always work 

hard and put 100% in. Well done Dash!  

Max Wasylkiw - For working really hard this week and doing over and above what is expected. Well 

Elodie Cottingham-For always being ready to learn more, and always eager to help , both her peers and adults. 

Clodagh-For settling back well, getting right back in to her learning with great enthusiasm. 

Georgia Berry-For always being a great friend to all, having amazing focus and offering thoughtful and 

considered ideas in all areas of learning. Well done Georgia!

Ajay Prasana-For an excellent attitude to learning, great knowledge of technical language in English and some 

excellent collaborative work in PE. Well done Ajay!     

Owen Slimmings-For an excellent attitude each and every day in the classroom. You have produced an 

excellent explanation of the Grand Canyon and have shown great problem-solving skills in maths.   

Robin Scott Well done, Robin for applying great reasoning and problem solving skills in our Maths sessions 

this week. You solved our place value checkpoint by working systematically and with determination.

Dilmi M - Impressive focus and language skills in German 

Orla R - For an excellent attitude to learning consistently in all areas. Insightful comments in book discussions are your forte.  

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards 24th to 28th January 2022 

Hudson Davis - Being a superstar on the balance bikes. 

Jake Stephens - For making fantastic progress with his phonics.  He is loving reading too. 

Jude Austin-A delightful member of our class. Wonderful behaviour and kindness shopwn.

Abiran Rajmohan- Working amaazingly hard in NELI and excellent focus on the carpet during maths. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hannah Henson - For excellent work in Geography - you are able to talk about the physical and human features of the world we live in.  You 

were brilliant when orienteering on the playground - finding the secret message for Beegu - SMILE :) 

Jessica- For working so very hard in class - we can see how much effort you are putting in so that your work is beautifully 

presented and accurate. Thank you for working so hard! 

George Brunwin-For showing kindness and bravery in the classroom and on the playground, and for trying hard with his 

Lucy Gill-For trying hard in all areas of her learning, and her fantastic effort in Maths. What a superstar! Well done, Lucy. 

Amelia Stone-For great adverb work in her English this week, great describing- well done Amelia 

Aarav Jadhav-For his great maths weight measurement work, very accurate. Great work Aarav! 

Augie Thomson-For working hard in English lessons this week, especially with your list of adverbs. Well done Augie! 

Nola Rowlands-For great thinking in Maths. You did some super work on scales and measurement. Well done Nola! 

Reuben Ormerod-For insightful class participation during Maths and Science.

Hettie Cook-For impressive work and input during English and an imaginative piece in her creative writing. 

Eve Connolly-Trying hard and working well - having more confidence in her own abilities and ideas. 

Freddie Dawson-Super impressed with your writing and general effort levels this week Freddie! 

Kit Shannon-For his amazing effort in P.E. Callum and I were so impressed with his skills within the new 

game of Kabaddi he had just learned. Well done Kit 

Scarlett-For her fantastic effort with writing this week. She not only has done well in English but also 

did a fabulous explanation of her diamond 5 in History. Well done Scarlett

Annabelle King-for her detailed and descriptive work in English this week. Annabelle wrote a super piece 

describing the first Roman invasion. Well done Annabelle!

Betsy Cashel-for working diligently in mathematics this week. Betsy is solving  column multiplication questions 

Liberty Fellows-For having more confidence in sharing her ideas in class, and super work with Cheltenham Town this week. 

Rupert Ward-For always being willing to get involved with discussions, and great work this week as we have been tackling division. 

William English-for always being kind and helpful towards everyone in the class, and for a huge improvement in 

handwriting with some super ideas in his persuasive text. Keep up the improvement Will!

Flora Thomson-for some super writing in her draft version of a persuasive leaflet, for always working hard and focussing in class and 

Jude Staff-For outstanding flair with his rugby skills- handling skills and footwork

Amelie Goodlock-For her scientific explanation of fossil records 

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards 31st Jan to 4th February 2022 

Hazel - great improvement on the balanceability bikes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logan- For being a super scientist and making great observations in your taste and smell experiments 

Jacob Valentine-For being a super scientist and making great observations in your taste and smell experiments 

Jesse Frost - For trying really hard in his writing this week! Wow! Keep up the good work.

Lily Balogh-For her happy, positive attitude to school life. Lily always has a big smile on her face! Thank you for your positivity. 

Oliver-For a great story based on the Snail and the Whale, super ideas and exciting. well done 

George Fellows-A delightful member of the class, George always works hard. He has worked well on his length measurement this week- well done 

Harrison Bell-For a great story based on the Snail and the Whale, super ideas! Well done Harrison. 

Jasmine Duggal - For a lovely piece of work about islands in our Geography lesson this week. Well done Jasmine! 

Gretchen- For great progress made in her English and Maths classwork. 

Theo Mann-For always having a positive attitude in class and for his determination towards any task. 

All of class 8 -for the most wonderful class assembly - you all tried really hard and learnt a lot in a short 

Taylor Barnes-For his fantastic effort this week, particularly shown in our cricket session. Well Done! 

Beth-For her brilliant effort with her presentation and writing this week. Keep it up. Well Done! 

Florence Woodcock-for offering detailed and valuable answers to our class discussion, as we enjoyed reading 

Raffy Banks-for designing an eye-catching and informative poster in PSHE - 'Raffy's Winning Ways To Well-Being'. Well done Raffy!  

Mars Moran-For an excellent draft of his persuasive leaflet and showing great energy with Cheltenham Town this week.

Hattie Hay-For coming back to school with a fantastic attitude, ready to learn and persevering as she does so. 

To all of class 12-for a brilliant week of cooperative learning; supporting and encouraging each other, being kind with 

each other and thinking deeply about their friendships and what they mean. Amazing work, putting in place all of the 5 steps to 

Blake Lonergan-for some excellent work researching and drafting your biography.  Your efforts at home are very clear to see. Well done! 

To all of C13-for being so enthusiastic during our coding workshop with Mrs Earle. You all took on the challenges brilliantly and there 

Ned & Max-For presenting a wonderful Birdwatch assembly

Ollie-For some excellent work in English this week 

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards 7th to 11th February 2022 

Violet Ward - For making fantastic progress with her writing. she is also a delightful member of the class 

Oliver Stone - For being a delightful member of Class 1. He is very helpful and kind. 

Bertie Freeman - Wonderfully kind behaviour in our class. 

Larissa - Super listening and deeper thinking with our maths. 


