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Focus on: Courage 

January 

Mon 17th Cheltenham Town in Y5 + Full 

Gov. Meeting  

Tue 18th Current Parent Open Morning 

9-10am +Move More across the school 

Wed 19th Cheltenham Town Y5  

Thur 20th - Move More across the 

school 

Fri 21st PTA Junior Popcorn Club (3-5pm 

Luca) 

Mon 24th +Cheltenham Town Y5 

Tues 25th Move More across the school 

+ Netball match v Charlton kings Jun-

iors (home) 

Wed 26th +Cheltenham Town Y5 + Y6 

police visit – online relationships 

Thurs 27th Young Voices Concert for 

Years 5&6 at Birmingham Arena can-

cancelled (new date tbc) 

Fri 28th PTA Newsletter 

Mon 30th +Cheltenham Town Y5    

February 

Tue 1st Class 7 Parent Assembly 9-

9:30am  +Move More across the school 

+ Inclusive non-stop cricket Y5/6 10-2 

@leisure 

Wed 2nd +Cheltenham Town Y5 + PTA 

Meeting (7-9pm Morans)7th-13th Chil-

dren’s Mental Health Week 

Mon 7th +Cheltenham Town Y5 

Tue 8th Class 8 Parent Assembly 9-

9.30am + Safer Internet Day +Move 

More across the school 

Wed 9th +Cheltenham Town Y5 

Thurs 10th PTA Valentine Cake Sale 3pm 

+Move More across the school 

Fri 11th PTA Quiz Night (7-10.30pm) 

School Newsletter  Today (February) 

+ PTA Quiz Night (7-10.30pm Hall) 

21st-25th School holiday 

28th—Inset day (children do 

not attend) 

March 

Thu 3rd worship in school with Rev 

Nick +Move More across the school  



 

Welcome back! 

It has been a wonderful start to the new term; the children have come back to school beautifully 

with lots of enthusiasm about the learning ahead. This week, Mrs Smith and I have spent time in 

classrooms looking at learning in subjects other than maths and English; the children have en-

joyed telling us about what they have been learning. These topics will grow and develop as we 

journey through the term. 

Yet again, our school is making some compromises due to the ongoing pressures and instruc-

tions surrounding Covid-19. We are very much hoping that we can move through this over the 

year to be able to involve parents even more in our school life. Please continue to work with us 

in a bid to keep everyone safe and all classes open. Our staff are having to work very flexibly at 

the moment due to staff absences linked to Covid. 

Lisa Harford—Headteacher 



Kin Ball by Move More 

This week some classes across the school have had a go at Kin Ball. A bril-

liant team game which supports our PE curriculum. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed it! 

“It was really fun, I would definitely play again, especially the Indiana 

game at the start!” Lottie, Year 4 

“I would love to have a go next time.” Mia, Year 4 

We look forward to even more great sports from Move More this year! 

Be aware and watch out! Year one have been investigating some 

mysterious happenings in the infant garden. On their return to 

school, on Monday morning, they discovered an unusual crash 

AND yellow foot prints by the edge.  

Further investigations showed CCTV footage which captured im-

ages of alien spaceships. A police report has been received and 

urges the pupils’ of St James’ to watch out for more signs of alien 

life!  

If anymore news is received, please contact children in Year 1. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Well done to... 
Josh Arthur 

After watching Blue Peter in class, Josh decided to 

have a go at making his own crisp packet blanket!  

Well done Josh. 

Arliya & Evelina Baillie 

The sisters, who are real animal 

lovers wanted to clean-up the 

area close to school to help the 

environment.  

They did a wonderful job, thank 

you Arliya and Evelina! 

Our Panathlon Team! 

Well done to the team who worked hard together to win 1st place! 

They bought home a huge trophy and some rather large medals! 

“It was really good, my favourite game was the target throw.” Megan Y4 

Noah, Florence and Megan 



After school extra-curricular activity clubs restarted this week.   

For Reception, Years 1, 2 and 3, there are spaces available for you to come along 

and join in Family fun club on a Tuesday 3-4pm, children must be accompanied by 

an adult.   

Mrs Freeman, attends the club weekly and she and the children have a great time, 

this is her feedback from attending the club…. 

‘As a parent, sometimes I wish there was more we could do together as a fami-
ly.  That’s why I love going to the free family fun activity session on Tuesdays after 
school at 3pm with Zach age 7 and Bertie age 4. I love that it gets me to “move 
more” with them in a fun and playful way together. Often clubs separate parents 
and children of different ages out so I love that this gets us all active together in an 
interactive and engaging way. The variety of games we do with other families is a 
great way of meeting others, like us at the school and sharing the fun. It’s a high-
light of our week together!’ 

Come along and join in the family fun!  Parents and children welcome.  



T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  S U P P O R T I N G  U S !  

Some reminders… 
Please avoid driving where possible and walk to school. The gates re-
main closed to allow a safe passage for pupils and parents to walk at 

a safe social distance. Please try to avoid turning your car in this area, or performing a 

3-point turn on the road, instead turn safely at the end of the road. 

 

Take earrings out before school or wear them taped if they 
can’t be taken out. We are now using the PlayPod every day 
and earrings are a safety risk. Better still, save ear piercing 
for a treat at the end of year 6! Torn earlobes are more common than you 

think and to protect our children we would rather they didn't wear earrings. 
Earrings can get caught in clothing, when playing sports or using the PlayPod 
or play equipment or even when playing with other children.  
Keep camera watches at home. We have had a few camera watches come into 
school after Christmas and children have used them in class to take ‘selfies’ 
and photographs. Please ensure these watches stay at home. Any camera watch-

es will be kept safe by the staff and the child will be asked to delete the photographs. 
 
Make sure your child has a warm coat and wellies in school. Classrooms have to be ventilat-
ed so children need to be wrapped up warm—extra layers are welcomed! Please ensure 
that they have a warm coat for playtime and lunchtimes and wellies in case it is wet and 
muddy! 
Snacks should be in the form of fruit or vegetables please, preferably without wrappers! 
FREEDOM FRIDAY is the day we welcome other snacks into school but not chocolate or 
sweets!  
Remind your child not to take crisps etc. out of their lunchboxes for 
snack. Snacks are encouraged for break times. Children may also 
have additional fruit (Years R, 1 & 2) and milk. 
Birthday treats! Donations of books are well received by the school, 
we will place a book plate into the book to celebrate their birthday—
this is a lovely opportunity to avoid too many sweets/cakes in school 
( we’ll save them for PTA events!) and an opportunity to give 
back to your class. Children who have given books on their 
birthday enjoy seeing others reading or commenting on their 
books! 
 

Phonics for Y2 have been completed, we will share results 
soon when we have all the information that we need. Usually 
these would be shared with the end of year reports to par-
ents but we intend to give them to you shortly, your child will 
bring home result in bookbag. 



T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  S U P P O R T I N G  U S !  

Dear St James 
 
I am sorry to have to contact you on this issue ….  
 
We live in Sarah Siddons Walk (in the cul de sac) near the little playground. The vast majority of parents are consider-
ate and park sensibly but things do seem to have got worse recently and we are concerned there will be an accident 
involving St James or Bournside children soon. We have lived here since the house was built and there is definitely 
more of a problem now than say 8 or so years ago. 
 
 The issues we would like to make you aware of are: 
 
1. People parking in the cul de sac in front of our drive. Not only does this mean we can not drive in or out of our 
drive, but this blocks the pedestrian path to the bridge towards the school. We have started to place bollards in the 
corner of the cul de sac to stop this, but as soon as we stop doing it, a late running parent will park in that spot. 
When a car is parked there, parents and children have to walk around the back of the car into the path of any cars 
coming to turn in the cul de sac. 
 
2. Yesterday, a dad could not park in this corner and so just parked in front of another parent who had parked in the 
other side of the cul de sac. This did avoid blocking our drive, but meant it was incredibly difficult for any other cars to 
turn in the cul de sac. 
 
3. There is a mum who seems to think its OK to ‘wait’ in the cul de sac for her daughter about 3 afternoons a week. 
The car is a Porsche I think …. XX XXX The engine is running for 5 mins or so and completely blocking the cul de sac for 
anyone else!  
 
4. We walk our dogs locally in the morning and have noticed that a few cars are starting to park at the school end of 
Merestones Road just where the road crosses the stream. There are double yellow lines here and this is a busy stretch 
of road with pedestrians and cars dropping children at your school. These parked cars cause blockages in the road 
and there are people trying to cross and teenagers cycling to Bournside - the parked cars are a real hazard.  The cars 
have always gone by about 8.40am and so we are pretty sure these are parents’ cars. 
 
5. This morning we walked our dogs about 8.30am and were quite shocked at the speed and lack of care shown by 
some parents leaving the school/Charles Irving Close …. Again, it will only be a question of time before a child who is 
crossing a road or cycling along gets knocked over. 
 
Please can you appeal to your parents to stop doing all of the above. I know that last time I contacted you arranged 
for the local PCSO to patrol …. the problems are generally worse in the afternoon than the morning. I will also be talk-
ing to our local councillors on this. 
 
Best wishes, 

XXXX 

Please take time to read this email to school from a local resident. We receive emails such as this regularly and 

their frustrations are understood by all of us. Whilst most parents park sensibly, some don’t. Rather than repeat 

our request for you to park considerately, we have included the letter for you to read. This week we have had a 

PCSO presence at school again, they will issue parking tickets to those parking illegally and have told residents to 

report drivers, including their registration and photographs to parking enforcement. We would like to help avoid 

any conflict or fines so urge you to think about parking. If transport to school is an issue, please get in touch! 








