
THE SCOOP   

Issue 4 Friday  5th November  

Value: LOVE  NOVEMBER 

Mon 8th Year 3 Skillzone Trip-Class 8  

Tues 9th Ethos Monitoring visit - How does the school 

live out 'Inspiring and Growing for Fullness of Life’ 

Tues 9th Years 1-6 Parents Evening 

Thurs 11th Year 1 and 2 Values Service @ the church 

9:30-10:00 Parent helpers/walkers arrive at school 9am 

Thurs 11th 10:00-10:30 Reception welcome service 

(Parents invited) Parent helpers/walkers arrive at 

9.30am 

Fri 12th Year 3 Skillzone Trip—Class 7 

Fri 12th-PTA mufti day £1 donation online see PTA 

newsletter 

Mon 15th Start of Anti Bullying Week—wear odd socks 

Mon 15th Reception Nursery Rhyme Week start 

Tues 16th Class 11 Parent Assembly 9:00-9:30 TBC 

Wed 17th Year 2 Victorian Day and tea party—parents 

not attending 

Thurs 18th Harwood Dance Taster Sessions for  

R1,Y1,Y5,Y6 

Fri 19th Harwood Dance Taster Sessions for 

R2,Y2,Y3,Y4 

Fri 19th Children in Need -Non-school uniform/

something spotty £1 on Parentpay 

Fri 19th 4 Year 4 pupils attending  the St Edwards 

Maths Challenge 

Fri 19th PTA Newsletter 

Mon 22nd-Fri26th Life Education in School for all Year 

groups 

Tues 23rd Class 12 Parent Assembly 9:00-9:30 TBC 

Tues 23rd Reception parents evening-Video call 3.30-

5.30pm  

Wed 24th Reception Family Tree afternoon - parents 

invited TBC 

Wed 24th Prospective parents open morning 9.30-

11.30am  

Thurs 25th Reception parents evening-IN PERSON 

TBC 3.30-6.30pm  

Thurs 25thYear 5 Gloucester Rugby 10.30-12.30pm  

Fri 26th INSET DAY-No children attend 

Mon 29th Year 2 phonics screening week 

Mon 29th Year 5 trip to Mosque 

Tues 30th Infant and Junior Pantomime in school—

Sleeping Beauty 

Tues 30th-Whole school pyjama day £1 donation to 

class teacher 

 

 



 

 

A Message from Mrs Harford 

 
 I really hope that you have all had a wonderful break and are looking forward to all of the activities and learn-
ing for this term. It’s been really hard not being part of our school’s journey over the last two months but I have 
really enjoyed hearing what everyone has been up to! The work that I have seen and the reports from staff 
mean that you must all be very proud of your children.  
 
Since I last wrote in the newsletter I have made great progress and despite some issues around the symptoms 
I’m still experiencing, I’m pleased to say that I will be back at school at the end of November. This will be part 
time to start with but will increase over time as my brain heals and my capacity increases. I have taken guid-
ance from the hospital and surgery, who have all been wonderful!  
 
I am so excited that I will be able to enjoy the lead up to Christmas back in school. I know that Mrs Smith and 
the team have done an amazing job in supporting the learning of pupils and relentlessly making our school the 
best that it can be. On the planned INSET day in November staff will be joining other educators at the Balcarras 
Teaching Hub conference where the brilliant Mary Myatt will be helping us to further develop a meaningful and 
engaging curriculum- this is something that we all feel passionate about at St. James’ and you will see and hear 
about when you talk with your children or visit our school.  
 
Many thanks for your kind words (they have all been passed on), cards and gifts, you have certainly brightened 
some darker days for me! 
  
I always say to our children at school that we need to be optimistic, find the good in everything and embrace 
friendship and new challenges. This is definitely something that I have tried hard to do and will focus on when 
in my lead up to returning to be with you all!  
 
I miss our St James’ family so very much and look forward to seeing you all in a few weeks.   

Welcome to November and our monthly newsletter. I asked the teachers if there 

was anything they would like to share and my e mail didn’t stop pinging with pho-

tos of what your children have been doing!  As a school it is important that our 

children are given opportunities to be creative, curious, ask and answer big ques-

tions but also to be still. The selection of photos in November’s newsletter are 

some of the ways that our children have been ‘Inspired and Grown for Fullness of 

Life’. The photos really do only show a snippet of life at St James’! 

We are going to have a new section in our newsletter focusing on one of our cur-

riculum subjects each time. This will give you an overview of each subject throughout the school. I hope you 

enjoy reading about this months subject focus: Geography which is co-ordinated by Mrs Knight and Mr Jones.  

I hope that those of you who have had your parent meetings with the teachers this week have found them 

informative. We are planning an open afternoon when you can look at your children’s books and will let you 

know the date as soon as it is confirmed. 

I hope you have a good weekend and I look forward to seeing you all on Monday morning. 

Mrs Caryn Smith 

Interim Head Teacher 



   Please walk and DO NOT drive 

Keep our children SAFE 

 

 

Reception Wellie Walk 

We love this time of year when the leaves are turning beautiful shades 
of red, orange and brown and we can snuggle into our hats and gloves. 
The start of Autumn means our Receptions go on their wellie walk. Here 
are some pictures of the fun they had……….. 

In June 2020 we shut our school gate to support social distancing and to ena-
ble children to enter and leave school via the Junior gate safely. This gave us 
the chance to experience a school without cars immediately outside, giving 
our children the freedom to walk, scoot and bike safely to school and improve 
the air quality immediately outside the school gates. Many parents changed 
their morning routine, walking from home or driving to near the school and 
walking the rest of the way. However, we recognise that for some parents, 
not being able to use the drop off zone is challenging, as often the school run 
is followed by a journey to work or another school setting. 

As a result of experiencing a ‘car free’ zone immediately outside the school 
we have started work with the ‘Think Travel Team’ (https://www.thinktravel.info/) to review and update our 
travel plan and explore options to enable the outside of our school to be a safer, less polluted and more 

pleasant space, making it easier and safer for children to walk and cycle to school. As part of this there 
will be a consultation process which will involve parents and our children. 

Please keep our children safe 

Since shutting the gate again we have noticed that there has been a considerable number of parents 
choosing to drive to school; parking on double yellow lines, parking on the roundabout and turning where 
our children are walking. Not only is there potentially going to be an car accident, this is not safe for our 

children.  

To keep our children safe, if the drop off zone is open or shut, as it currently is, please can I urge 
you to walk to school if you can or drive part of the way and walk the rest. You may find that this 

is quicker than sitting in our school traffic jam! 



Year 6 will be organising a fund-raising campaign this term for Gloucester City 
Mission, a registered charity that supports the homeless, those living in tempo-
rary accommodation, sofa-surfers and those in need of support with clothing, 
toiletries, food or advice. 

They are such an amazing bunch of en-
thusiastic and positive children, that al-
ready we have over 45 volunteers signed 

up to play their part by: organising assemblies; writing letters 
to keep you all informed about their plans; acting as treasur-
ers to cover the financial aspect; making posters to let the 
children in school what is going on; writing contributions for 
future newsletters; and much, much more. Our plans are al-
most in place and encompass a whole school pyjama day, an 
art exhibition and one more (yet to be revealed) super pro-
ject. We will give you all plenty of notice and hope that you 
will help us raise money for this worthy cause. 

Please see the flyer below, to read what specifically we will 

be helping to support  

Mrs Jane Avery (Year 6 Teacher) 

Book Clubs In Year 6 

In response to Cheltenham Festivals Reading Teachers=Reading Pupils 
programme, we are resuming our children’s book clubs in school. These 
are run as a ‘feed and read’ lunchtime session for pupils in Year 6. So far 
we have 22 signed-up members, but there are a few places left, so if you 
are interested we will try and squeeze you in. Email admin@st-james-
pri.gloucs.sch.uk to let me know. Thank you to Mses. West, Harris, 
Hughes who are kindly volunteering their time to help me. 

If you are in Year 5, this would still be a suitable (and truly fabulous 
read) for you too! 

If you’d like to ‘try before you buy’ please visit the Love reading 4 kids 
site to download and read an excerpt: https://

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/ 17450/October-October-by-Katya-Balen.html. You do need 
to sign up for an account to do so, but I find this to be a trustworthy site to source recommenda-
tions that are age and content appropriate, with lots of information about new books, prize win-
ners and chat about all things to encourage reading. 

Jane Avery (Year 6 Teacher) 



   A dive into the world of Geography! 

With Mrs Knight and Mr Jones 

 

 

Geography in the Early Years 

The children in Reception explore geography under the umbrella 

of ‘Understanding the World’. 

During their induction time we looked at our immediate environment and explored our school 

by going on a picture mapping journey to see if we can spot some familiar places: the dining 

hall, the big playground, the main hall... 

 We have since enjoyed going on an Autumn Walk and using our senses to see what changes are 

happening during this season. We are starting to explore Forest School, as well as understand the 

hibernation process of local animals, such as Hedgehogs.  

When we asked children in Reception why we learn geography here are some of what they said: 

“We know how to get to places”, “We know when we are there”, “We get to see new things”, 

“Pictures help us find places”.  

Geography in Key Stage 1 

As we move through the school, children build on their geographical understanding and 

explore the impact that also has on them and the wider world. In year 1 and 2 they “went 

to the Literature Festival and learnt about saving the planet which is geography and so I 

rode my scooter to school today as it is better for the environment”.   

Geography in Key Stage 2 

In Key Stage 2, Year 4 and 5 continue to work on building fieldwork and mapping skills, getting more practical and hands on 

with the impact their geographical understanding can have on the world. 

We use a cross-curricular approach in their learning and make 

geographical links through: P4C, worship time and in our topic 

sessions.  

This term, Year 3 have had great fun learning about volcanoes. 

They have been exploring the different types of volcanoes 

through acting, singing and dance. They were also using world 

map puzzles to investigate how plate tectonics link to the loca-

tions of the world’s volcanoes. Just look at a snap shot of some 

of the amazing work they have produced.  

 

THANK YOU! 

Mr Jones and I have been 

looking at developing our 

geography provision 

across the school. Thanks 

to your kind support and donations, our PTA have 

purchased a vast selection of new: maps, atlases 

and globes.  

We also have some 

amazing giant vinyl 

floor maps on their way 

too! These are specially 

made OS maps of our 

local area , including an 

aerial map of our school too!  



Next term, Year 4 will be studying mountains. They will be looking at how mountains are formed, where they 

are located and finding out about some of the world's most famous mountains. Year 5 will be beginning to 

study rivers, particularly focusing on the Amazon. They will be studying how a river changes along its course 

and looking at the features a river has. Year 6 will be investigating Cities and states within North America. 

They will be becoming more familiar with some of the cities across America and investigating how well they 

are prepared to deal with earthquakes.  

   A dive into the world of Geography! 

With Mrs Knight and Mr Jones 

                                                                                                   Thankyou for  your Harvest Donations which                                    

       have been donated to ‘Cheltenham Foodbank’ 

Congratulations to…… 

We love celebrating our children's successes outside of school. Not only do we share them in the newsletter but in 

our weekly celebration worship led by our house captains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done Mia Bloxham in Year 4. She played in the David Lloyd Club Championships 
Girls 8u - Winner 
Girls 9u -Runner up 
She will now go through to the regionals tournament representing David Lloyd Glouces-
ter  

Southside Under 9’s Success 

Well done to Kit Shannon, Luke and Ed Sutton, Josh Arthur. Tobias Robinson and 

George Harris for winning their league. The boys play for Southside Youth Under 9 and 

the coach has shared that they work really hard at training and in matches to improve 

and are seeing the fruits of their labour! Well done! 

Albert Dix Football Tournament 

Well done to our football team who played in the Albert Dix Tournament on 15th October , they really im-

proved throughout the match and showed teamwork, leadership and respect, well done team.  

  



ART CLUB 

Art club started the term with work focusing on 'Who am I?' and 

produced some lovely silhouettes. personalised hand prints and then 

webs and segmented spider sketches   

 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Nativities—Dates for you diary 

When we shared the initial dates in September, the Reception and Year1/2 Nativity 

were not yet set. Please put the following dates in your diary: 

Monday 6th December and Tuesday 7th December @ 2pm—Reception Nativity 

Wednesday 8th December @ 9:30am and  1:30pm Year 1/2 Nativity 



 

Year 5 Class 11 - Phase 1 of Clay Dragons 

Values Worship at St Philip and St 

James’ Church 

Each term the children will go to 

the church with their phase for a 

service on our value. This term our 

value is Love. Rev Nick talked with 

Year 3/4 yesterday about the value 

of love and the story of ‘The Good 

Samaritan’. Children then talked 

about who they loved and shared 

Year 3 have been looking at Stone Age 

artefacts from the Wilson museum . 

They have been finding out what they 

are, learning how they were used and 

how they were made. 



We are here to help, if you have a query or question, email ad-
min@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk or telephone 01242 516836. When 
you email or leave a message, include your child’s full name and 
class. 

Flu Consent forms-Your child would have brought home a letter and consent form, you must complete 
and return the consent form to either class teacher or the school postbox in the foyer, before Friday 3rd 
December.  Return the form whether your child is, or is not, having the flu immunisation. 
 
Vehicles causing an obstruction, preventing emergency access, parking on the pavement or blocking 
driveways are parking illegally. Report these instances to 101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk. Parking 
on zigzag lines, double yellow lines etc please make a parking enforcement request to: https://
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/e-forms/parking-enforcement-requests  
 
 
 

Children In Need-This year Children in need is on 19th 
November.  On this day your child can wear non-
uniform and/or something dotty.  The £1 donation for 
wearing non uniform, can be made online through 
Parentpay, logon to your account. 
The payment item will be ‘BBC children in Need’ 
 

From the office 

 

Whole-school pyjama day-30th November 

More information about this day will 
be sent to you next week.   

£1 min donation in cash not 
Parentpay, to class teacher.  

 
 

Christmas Lunch will be on 15th December 2021, a letter will be coming to you next 

week to give you more information.  You need to respond to the google form link 

https://forms.gle/rcurv2fGJJrCYQ9GA  before 19th November, to select your child’s 

lunch choice for the day. Your child can wear their Christmas jumper and/or non uni-

form on this day, £1 cash donation to class teacher, donations will be donated to Bristol 

Childrens hospital.   

 

 

https://forms.gle/rcurv2fGJJrCYQ9GA


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellyn Smith - you always work hard, thank you! For a fantastic sorry letter to Madame Moitessier in 

Jamie Silver for fantastic work on the Creation story in RE this week and for always working hard. Thank 

To all of Class 6 for your amazing performance in our Class Assembly this week! Thankyou and well 

Betsy Barz- for the interest and effort she makes in all curriculum areas. Betsy notably completed a 

very good piece of work in mathematics this week - naming, sorting and classifying quadrilaterals correctly. 

Florence Woodcock- for working with care to write a detailed set of instructions - How to wash a 

Hattie Hay - For always being eager to find out more and always doing the best that she can.

Ted Collins - For always thinking of others, always willing to help those around him with any task. 

Luke Zurita - for enriching our history lessons with things he has learnt from reading history book. Well done 

Heidi Norman- for a super Ancient British legend - wonderful, creative writing. Well done!

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards 11th to 15th October 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buzz Moran-for being an amazing ringmaster in our class assembly

Olivia Norris-for being an amazing ringmaster in our class assembly

Tommy Beer- As voted for by Class 4. Thank you for being a kind, helpful and generous member of our class.

Grace Everest -As voted for by Class 4. Thank you for being a kind, caring and generous member of our class.

Rachel Ball - Well done Rachel. You are a good friend to many of us in Class 6. You are kind, helpful and 

Sanjay Prasanna - Well done Sanjay! You are always cheerful and positive. You are hard-working and 

play kindly and generously with your friends.  

Gretchen Rudzki - Gretchen has a showed our value of generosity this term by often putting her 

friends and classmates feelings first, always trying to ensure they are happy.    

Zach Freeman - Zach shows great generosity when working as a partner. He is always happy to give his 

time to offer help and support to the people he is working with.    

Scarlett Kilminster - As voted for by class 9. Well done Scarlett - class 9 felt that you are always willing 

to share and are ready to give u your time to help others.  

Kit Shannon - As voted for by class 9. Well done Kit - class 9 felt that you are always ready to lend a 

Luke Sutton - Class 10 have voted you as the person who has represented our school values well during the first 

term of Year 4. Luke is a generous, friendly and cooperative member of our class.     

Betsy Barz - Class 10 have voted you as the person who has represented our school values well during the first 

term of Year 4. Betsy is a generous, kind and responsible member of our class.

Aaron Peng - As voted for by class 12. Well done Aaron - class 12 felt you uphold all our school values, especially kind, 

caring a good friend and always ready to support others. Well done!    

Mollie Long - As voted for by class 12. Well done Mollie  - class 12 felt you uphold all of our school values, especially being 

kind, caring and fun, generous with your time, thoughtful, understanding and always happy to share. Well done Mollie! 

Luke Zurita - As voted for by lass 12. well done Luke - class 12 felt you uphold all the school values, especially being a good 

friend, helping when maths is tricky, cheering people up when they feel left out and making them smile. Well done Luke!  

Bella Seyforth-She supports me in lessons and generously gives her time to help people

Manni Grainger - He has a generous heart because he takes time to cheer people up when they are 

sad and he shares a wonderful smile with us all    

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards  18th to 22nd October 2021 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aadya Chakrabarty for fantasic planning of her Jungle story, super ideas. Well done! 

Benjamin Ward for working super hard at using and suceeding with our new addition method this 

Monty Irvine for super maths this  week using tables and columns to solve addition number sentences. 

Emily Blaney for finding lots of nouns, adjectives and verbs to describe a jungle scene. Well done Emily!

Bella Lamb For working really hard on making sure she is focused and engaged during lessons! It has 

Gisele Corticeiro   For always making sure that she is trying to do the right thing and putting a great 

Florrie Burton For a mature, switched on attitude and an excellent return to school following half-term.

Louie Ngai  For good contributions in English and sharing ideas about our story.  

Mia Bloxham For demonstrating wonderful tennis skills and helping others within the lesson. Thank 

Sandra Grzech For some well written instructions thinking about each step and including good 

adjectives, time connectives and adverbs. Well done!   

Josh Beer for approaching maths tasks with curiosity and enthusiasm. Josh is able to offer solutions, explain his 

thinking, spot patterns and make connections. Well done Josh!  

Jessica English for her great effort in English. Recently, she composed a fabulous poem 'The Magic Box' and this 

week she wrote a detailed newspaper report. Well done Jess!  

William Cubbins for an extremely persuasive letter to Professor Brownstone, applying to visit his phenomenal 

vault of extraordinary items! I think you would win a place William. Well done! 

Heidi Dewhurst for an all round excellent attitude to learning and life, adapting so well to a new way of living 

and also writing a very persuasive letter to Professor Brownstone. Well done Heidi!  

Arthur Roberts  Excellent work in history when analysing a photo from the Second World War. You focus so 

Isabella Debney For having such a wonderful attitude to all of your learning. Super work in history this week 

when looking carefully at the photo of the children. 

Dilmi Mallawachchi  For such a positive team spirit in, and an obvious enjoyment of football

Whole Class 14 In RE, such a reflective and sensitive discussion of a very hard topic. You have all 

demonstrated such maturity and growth by the final lesson.  

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards 5th November 


