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AIMS OF SESSION:

- To support parents/carers in understanding how 

phonics is taught at St. James’ 

- To understand how phonics impacts on the 

development of early reading and writing 



WHAT IS PHONICS?

Phonics is...

+

• Phonics consists of

• Identifying sounds in spoken words

• Recognising the common spelling of each phoneme

• Blending phonemes into words for reading

• Segmenting words into phonemes for writing

skills of 

segmentation 

and blending

knowledge of 

the alphabetic 

code



SYSTEMATIC SYNTHETIC PHONICS

• Our language system consists of 26 letters of the 
alphabet which are used to form the 44 phonemes.  

• These phonemes can be written in over 120 
combinations for example, i-e side, ie pie, igh high, y 
fly. 

• We use the Letters and Sounds programme, 
supported by actions and stories, to teach all the 
combinations by the time children leave Year 2.



PHONEMES AND GRAPHEMES?

• Children are taught from the beginning to use phonic 

terminology that may be unfamiliar to us.

t           ai         igh

phoneme
the smallest unit of 

sound in a word

grapheme
the letter, or letters 

representing a phoneme



DIGRAPHS, TRIGRAPHS AND
SPLIT DIGRAPHS

Some phonemes have more than one letter.  

- Digraphs have two letters making one sound

sh, ck, th, ll, ai, ee

- Trigraphs have three letters making one 
sound 

igh dge

- A split digraph has two letters making the 
sound, but they are not adjacent

cake, (a-e), mine (i-e), pole (o-e) 



ENUNCIATION

• It is important that phonemes are articulated 

clearly and correctly.

• Articulation of sounds – Letters and Sounds DVD 

and Oxford Owl 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-

read-phonics/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/


BLENDING AND SEGMENTING?

Blending is...

recognising the letter sounds in a written word, for example c-u-p, and 

merging or synthesising them in the order in which they are written to 

pronounce the word ‘cup’.

Segmenting is...

identifying the individual sounds in a spoken word (‘him’ h-i-m) and writing 

down letters for each sound to form the word.



PHONICS FOR READING

Sounds (phonemes) and their letter (grapheme) are 

pronounced in isolation and blended together.

d-o-g 

t-ur-n-i-p 



PHONICS FOR WRITING

Words are segmented into sounds orally, and a letter (grapheme) 

written to represent each sound (phoneme).



WHAT IS LETTERS AND SOUNDS?

• A structured systematic synthetic phonics programme for 

teaching of phonics and early reading and writing.

• It is a multi-sensory approach where children play games and 

take part in numerous activities designed to give them the 

skills of segmenting and blending phonemes for spelling and 

decoding.

• The programme is organised into 6 phases.



AN OVERVIEW OF LETTERS AND SOUNDS
Phase One

Paves the way 

for the 

systematic 

teaching of 

phonic work to 

begin in Phase 

Two.

Activities

concentrate on 

developing 

children’s 

speaking and 

listening skills, 

awareness of 

phonemes and 

oral blending 

and segmenting 

skills.

Phase One activities are designed to underpin and run alongside activities in the other phases 2 to 6.

Phase Two Phase Three Phase Four Phase Five Phase Six

Children taught 19 

letters.

Children move on 

from oral blending 

and segmenting to 

blending and 

segmenting with 

letters.

High frequency 

tricky words

the, to, no, go, I. 

Children learn a 

further 25 

graphemes, most 

of them 

comprising 2 

letters e.g. oa, oo, 

ee, er.

Children begin to 

learn to read and 

spell tricky words.

The alphabet is 

taught.

Children can now 

represent each 

phoneme by a 

grapheme

Children 

consolidate their 

knowledge of 

graphemes and 

phonemes and 

begin to blend 

more complex 

words.

Children learn to 

recognise how 

the same

phoneme can be 

represented by 

alternative 

graphemes.

They broaden

their knowledge 

of graphemes 

and phonemes 

for use in reading 

and spelling.

Children become 

more fluent readers 

and increasingly 

accurate spellers by

focusing on spelling 

strategies.

Phase One activities are designed to underpin and run 

alongside activities in the other phases 2 to 6.



NOW IT’S YOUR TURN…

•Oral segmenting and blending

Robot Words

• Word building   

• Alien words



og ket

pim nud

reb meck

cag liss

ab hin



SOUND BUTTONS – BLENDING 
FOR READING

log

night

rain

l o g

n igh t

r ai n

m   a   p w e e k



PHONEME FRAMES –
SEGMENTATION FOR SPELLING

chop

sigh

fish

hill



PHONEME FRAMES –
SEGMENTATION FOR SPELLING

chop
ch o p

sigh
s igh

fish
f i sh

hill
h i ll



HOW WE TEACH PHONICS AT 
ST. JAMES’

• All children experience a daily phonics session following the Letters 

and Sounds programme.  This means that from very early in the 

Reception year, they begin to learn to read and write.  

• From Reception we use 'Letters and Sounds' to teach children their 

letter sounds. We also use actions and letter stories. 

• Teachers provide opportunities for the children to practise and 

apply what they learn throughout the curriculum.



READING – A HOLISTIC APPROACH

• Reading is a life-long skill.

• Even as adults we still use the skills in reading that we learnt as children.

• Skilled reading requires two processes:

• The reader recognises and understands the words on the page

• The development of language comprehension



READING - STRATEGIES WE USE TO 
DECODE PRINT

• We teach children the skills of decoding as a primary 

approach to early reading.

• HOWEVER children learn to read in many different ways, 

using many different strategies...

• Phonics – sounding out

• Picture cues - please do not cover up pictures

• Meaning – predicting words through context

• Grammar – predicting words using sentence structure 



THE IMPORTANCE OF CREATING A 
FIRM FOUNDATION

Why do we start with wordless picture books?

• They give children a chance to develop so many important literacy skills

• Listening

• Speaking

• Storytelling

• Vocabulary development

• Comprehension

• Story structure

• Inference

• Understanding of cause and effect



WORRYING ABOUT WORDS

• Are you sitting comfortably?...



READING AND READING RECORDS
• Wordless picture books are already coming home in book bags

• Word books – when your child is confident blending sounds into words 

and they show a  good comprehension of the stories

• Word boxes – to help with developing skills of segmenting and blending

• Tricky word book marks attached to reading records

• Comprehension/understanding – recall the sequence of events, talk about 

events and characters, being able to answer questions and relate to own 

experiences, predict what might happen next

• Reading record books – please comment or tick and initial when you 

have read with your child

• Reading books and reading records to come into school EVERYDAY 

please

• REMINDER – PLEASE do not carry water bottles in book bags



HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD

• Book sharing and playing games

• Rhymes, chants and songs

• Plenty of opportunities to talk and listen to develop language structures 

and vocabulary

• Provide opportunities to mark-make

• Being a good role-model

• Having fun together and making what you do at home enjoyable



• Oxford Owl is a FREE website built to support you with your 

child’s phonics and early reading at home 

• Over 250 e-books on-line

• Support and advice up to age 11

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/


USEFUL WEBSITES

• www.ictgames.com/literacy

• www.phonicsplay.co.uk

• www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/alphablocks/

• www.phonicsbloom.com

• https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

http://www.ictgames.com/literacy
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/alphablocks/
http://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

