
THE SCOOP  

 Issue 3 Friday 8th October 

Value: Generosity 

Mon 11th Oct Sibling and Individual pho-

tos 

Mon 11th Oct Reception Parents Phonics 

session 5:30-6:30pm 

Tues 12th Oct Class 6 Parent Assembly 

9:00-9:30am 

Tues 12th Year 5 go to Cheltenham Lit. 

Festival 

Wed 13th Wake and shake. Parents Wel-

come 8:40am 

Wed  13th Oct Prospective Parents Open 

Afternoon 1:40-2:40pm 

Weds 13th Oct Year 1 and 2 go to Chel-

tenham Lit Festival 

Thurs 14th Oct Prospective Parents 

Open Morning 9:30-11:30 

Fri 15th Oct PTA Monster Disco 

Tues 19th Oct Class 3 Parent Assembly 

9am 

Wed 20th Oct Wake and shake. Parents 

Welcome 8:40am 

Wed 20th Oct Harvest Festival Rehears-

al at church for some children 

Thurs 21st Oct Harvest Festival @ Pip 

and Jims Church for whole school. Par-

ents welcome 10:00-11:00am 

Thurs 21st Oct PTA Monster Cake Sale 3-

3:30pm 

Fri 22nd Oct Last Day of Term 3pm finish 

Fri 22nd Oct PTA Christmas Card dead-

line @3pm 

Sat 31st Oct Closing Date for Secondary 

School Choices 

Mon1st Nov Children Return to school 

for Term 2 



 It has been a busy start to term, and we hope you have enjoyed coming back into school for information ses-

sions, class assemblies, open afternoon and our Wednesday ‘Wake and Shake’! We hope that your children 

are well and truly settled into their new classes and feel happy and confident with their teachers and TAs.  

I have enjoyed spending time in different classes this week and talking with the children. I have been asking 

them how they have settled and how are they finding school without ‘bubbles’ and ‘one way’ systems; the 

first thing they have all said is that they love having everyone together at playtime. Between 12:30pm and 

1:00pm the whole school is outside and it is a joy to see the older children playing and supporting younger 

children and siblings being able to share school playtimes together. 

Co-operative learning 

Now that children no longer have to sit in rows they are in teams of 4 

again where they are able to learn through collaboration and discus-

sion. Talk is so important for our children to not only problem solve, 

be creative, understand and embed new information but also to 

learn important social and communication skills. Their table groups 

are not set by ability and are changed regularly. At St James’ we use 

‘Kagan’ structures to support co-operative learning. This means that 

children are not sat waiting to be chosen to give their ideas but 

through carefully considered learning tasks, the pupils are accounta-

ble for their individual contributions and participate equally, as all 

children are engaged at once.   

As a school, PIES are very important in our teaching and learning: 

(P) positive interdependence; (I) individual accountability; (E) equal partic-

ipation; and (S) simultaneous interaction.  

Our Curriculum with spiritual growth at the heart 

Spiritual growth is at the heart of our curriculum and you can see how this has been woven through the cur-

riculum on the overview sent out at the start of the year. Our spiritual wheel was developed as the result of a 

research project we undertook at Oxford University  in 2016/2017 and supports our vision which drives every-

thing we do at St James’. If you want to find out more, the report can be 

found on our website under the ‘church school’ heading and on the next 

page of our newsletter. 

Mrs Harford 

Unfortunately, Mrs Harford is still recovering  from her fall and will not be 

returning before half term. I have passed on your continued well wishes, 

thoughts and prayers. She will be back with us soon, as we all miss her very 

much. 

I would also like to thank you for your words of support to 

me over the last few weeks. We are a strong team at St 

James’ and  I have never been prouder to be part of the St 

James’ family. 

 

Caryn Smith—Acting Headteacher 



   Inspiring and Growing for Fullness of Life 

and our Spiritual Wheel 

 

 

GOODMORNING ST JAMES! 

As our children are now used to the morning routine please can 
parents say goodbye in the fenced area and then children can 
walk to their classrooms. If this makes your little one anxious, 
then of course, see them to the classroom for the time being. 

The teachers are unable to talk to parents in the morning as they 
need to be with their class. However, if you have something ur-
gent to be passed on, please talk to Mrs McKenzie, Mr Bradley, 
Mrs Price or myself on the gate. You can also call the school 
office or email admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk. Our lovely 
admin team; Sharon Watson, Tracy Clarke and Hazel Martindale will read the e mail and ensure a speedy 
response.  

Teachers are available to chat with you after school  

Gate Opening times: 8:25-8:40 

Children start their learning as soon as they get into school. Please ensure your child is in school before the 
gate shuts at 8:40 so they do not miss important learning time which can lead to an unsettled start to the 
day for them. 

Inspiring and Growing for Fullness of Life’ is at the heart of St James’ and 
is fundamental to our curriculum, teaching and learning and leadership of 
the school. 

Our children are all individual and unique; they have all been and are go-
ing on a different journey but our mission is to ensure that we develop the 
whole child, so that they can live life to the fullest. 

Spiritual growth, explained through our ’Spiritual Wheel’ is at the heart of 
‘Inspiring and Growing for Fullness of Life’. 

We start in the centre of our wheel, our school community.  

We live through our 12 core Christian Values.  

Opportunities to grow spiritually are through: worship, the curriculum, school environment, relation-
ships and for some a belief in a divine being.  

It is important that pupils experience times of stillness,  are encouraged to be creative, curious and 
ask and answer big questions…….  

…………..we will then enable our pupils to leave their St James’ family: 

with a greater sense of empathy, sense of identity and purpose, show wisdom and be able to take a 
challenge. 



Goodbye Mrs Theyer after 22 years at St James’ 

 

 

Today we have said goodbye to Mrs Theyer who has been 
an incredible part of our team for the last 22 years. You 
can see her magic touch across the whole school from the 
library, poly tunnel, art on the walls, starting the Eco Hub 
by collecting crisp packets, made LOTS of story bags to 
name a few. Above all Mrs Theyer has helped so many 
children on their learning journey as a class TA and cur-
rently in her role as interventions TA.  
We will miss her very much but know that she is looking 
forward to her new adventures and going on holiday in 
term time!  

The whole school loved singing our special version of ‘Spring Chicken’. Here 
are the words to the chorus so your children can sing it to you: 

 
Mrs Theyer’s a spring chicken 

She’s having a ball 
She’s leaving St. James’s 
And she’s going on tour 

We will all miss her 
The recycling queen! 

She’s a real spring chicken 
 

Mrs. Theyer’s a spring chicken 

She’s having a ball 
She’s leaving St. James’s 

And she’s going on tour 

We will all miss her 

She’s the phonics queen! 
She’s a real spring chicken 

And she’s totally green! 
 

Mrs. Theyer, Mrs. Theyer – she’s totally green  



 

Rugby at Cheltenham College 

On Wednesday 6th October a group of 

Year 6 children had a great time at a Rug-

by Day run by Cheltenham College. 

We asked the children their thoughts on 

the day: 

What was the one thing you learnt from 

today? 

How to pass the rugby ball quickly and 

properly 

That I’m really good at rugby 

What did you enjoy the most about to-

day?  

Lunch and playing as a team! 

I enjoyed visiting Cheltenham College and learning new rugby skills 

How would you describe today using only one word? 

Thrilling! Great! 

Congratulations to…… 

We love celebrating our children's successes outside of school. Not only do we share them in the news-

letter but in our weekly celebration worship led by our house captains 

Seb Orton Year 5 

Seb has been successfully awarded a place in the Ballplayer Academy team after 3 weeks of intensive 

trials. He was awarded his place out of 30 boys. He will now be playing all Premiership Academies repre-

senting Ballplayer U10s. His first match is against Aston villa Academy this month.  We wish Seb the best 

of luck with he new sporting adventure. 

Martha Crocker 

Martha took her first LAMDA exam back in July through her drama club Theatre Stars and just received 

the results on her first session back last Saturday.  We are all really proud (as was she!) that she re-

ceived a Distinction with a mark of 90 out of 100.  Well done Martha, we love hearing your clear voice 

when you present in our celebration worship each Friday. 



Its Individual and sibling photo day on Monday 11th Octo-

ber. Remember to wear school uniform and if you have PE 

on that day, wear uniform on the top half, PE kit on the 

bottom half.  

 

From the office 

 

YEAR 2 VICTORIAN DAY 

YEAR 1 CIRCUS DAY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freddie Burton-Wow Freddie, you were amazing in our circus workshop. You have a 

real talent for plate spinning and juggling. Brilliant number work! 

Ruby Fulvio-Ruby, you are an amazing artist, your circus tent is fab. You have also 

worked incredibly hard since joining ia in Year one-a true superstar.  

Evie Waters-Clark-For a super start to her time here at St James’. Well done Evie! 

Patrick Heap-For setting a fantastic example to others, and for always being ready 

Zach Kilminster-For working hard all week, you wrote a lovely description of The Haywain in our English 

Jody Al Zoubi-Super ordering of numbers in maths, you are always enthusiastic and keen to help. Thank 

Elliott Leach-For working hard in maths this week, ordering numbers. Well done! 

Farrah Davis-For writing some lovely sentences about the Hay Wain picture in English. Well done 

Edward Sutton-For his hard work-especially in times tables and for being a good supportive friend to 

Sammy Bates-For settling in well into Year 4 and for some fantastic writing from our book ‘Here we 

Raffy Banks-For his hard work in RE, this week as we learnt about The Trinity. Well done Raffy! 

Luke Sutton-For being a kind, considerate and encouraging coach in gymnastics. Thank you Luke! 

Alfie Doe-For two excellent accounts this week based on the story Beowulf. Super use of vocabulary to bring 

Teddy McHardie-For his engagement and enthusiasm on our trip to Skillzone, and consequent writing. Well 

Isla MacDonald-for putting so much time and effort into your speech for school council. I am so proud of how 

you overcame your fears and nerves and gave it a go. Amazing and keep it up! 

George Connolly-For outstanding work in coding with Mr Wood and displaying our school value of generosity 

 

Merit 

Award

s 
Merit Awards 20th-24th September 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angelica Lanfranchi-Excellent, brilliant writing-you thought carefully about the character of Sam Sly and 

what he was like. You are trying to sit your letters on the line and to use full stops and capital letters carefully.  

Joshua Bates-You are truly a mathematical expert! Well done for working out our maths problems 

today. You could find out what one more and one less was with confidence. Super! 

Svara Bongiri-For trying hard every day with a lovely smile. Thank you! Lovely telling of the story of 

Jude Varley-For super shape work this week in maths, fantastic to see you working and concentrating 

Sanjay Prasanna-For showing such enthusiasm for everything we do! You found lots of words ending 

with it in our spelling investigations this week. Well done Sanjay! 

Arliya Baillie-For a beautiful sketch of Queen Victoria. You took your time and used oil pastels 

Rebecca Ball-For a fantastic piece of writing created answering a question in writing café. Well thought 

Kitty Wiegand-For a very knowledgeable and honest response to question in writing café. A great piece 

Aysha Al Zoubi-For a very good map of the River Nile, explaining its importance to the Ancient Egyptians 5000 

Amaya Krori-For writing detailed explanations when completing ‘Twist its’ in mathematics,. Amaya is taking 

time and care to explain her mathematical thinking. Well done Amaya! 

Seb Orton-For an excellent start to the year, particularly showing great reasoning skills in maths.  

Florence Hopkins-For a great start to year 5, giving everything a go and working well with those around her.  

Jacob Thomas-for super effort and progress in reading. Well done Jacob! 

Ada Simpkin-For excellent team work in PE-supporting others and helping the group work smoothly together. 

Angus Bryan-For some excellent work in Guided reading based on Goodnight Mr Tom. Your one word 

summaries were justified beautifully with relevant evidence. Well done! 

Alyssa Hemmingway-for some excellent work in RE based on the story ‘Heaven’. The questions you write were 

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards 27th Sept to 1st October 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Kaveh-Being a super scientist and identifying properties of materials 

Atticus Styler-Heap-Super Yoga poses as we moved through Autumn story 

Darcy Jackson-For always setting a good example to her peers. Well done! 

Amy Charania-For her super maths work this week. Well done! 

Betsy Firkins-For working hard on her 3D shape work all week, it is lovely to see you enjoying your 

work-you have loved the twist it and stretch to this week. Well done Betsy! 

Teenie Rudski-For taking part in our class assembly, you read so well and with a super loud voice. I 

know you were nervous but you were fantastic! Well done.  

Olivia Pochmara-For always working hard and doing her best. Olivia wrote some super sentences about 

a Victorian painting this week. Well done Olivia.  

Sophie English-For a really super effort in writing about a Victorian painting. Well done Sophie, you 

Ralph Hughes-For always working hard and doing over and above what has been asked of him-

Ava MacDonald-for her perseverance across the board, even when she finds things difficult.  

Charlotte Heap-For working with great care whilst completing her Christmas card-a very eye catching design. 

William Wood-For his thoughtful and valuable contributions in RE this week as we considered The Trinity in 

Mason Warr-For excellent work in maths this week, working hard to round 5 and 6 digit numbers. 

Frankie Gill-For always being ready to work and giving great insight in discussions about Beowulf.  

Luke Zurita-For writing an exceptional obituary for Beowulf in our English lesson, showing exceptional 

understanding and use of appropriate vocabulary to express himself. Well done Luke! 

Alicia Finch-For focus and perseverance in maths this week, learning how to round numbers up and down. 

Blake Lonergan-For some amazing work in Guided reading based on ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ and ‘Letters from the 

lighthouse’. Really detailed answers using lots of evidence. I am so proud of all the effort you are putting into Year 6, 

Charlotte Kean-For some excellent written responses with your reading comprehension. Really impressed by 

 

Merit 

Award

s 
Merit Awards 4th to 8th October 


