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Issue 2 Friday 17th September 

Focus on: GENEROSITY 

Mon 20th Y1 Parent Session 
8:45-9:15 in the classroom  

Mon 20th Year 6 last swim-
ming lesson (1 hour lessons) 

Mon 20th Clubs start today: 
Children to wear PE kit to 
school if they have a club NO 
FOOTBALL KITS PLEASE, 
school kit only  

Mon 20th Reception Part 
time this week  

Mon 20th Y2 Past Produc-
tions – Queen Victoria Day!  

Mon 20th Full Gov Meeting  

Tues 21st - Y2 Parent Session 
8:45-9:15am in the hall. Chil-
dren will stay in class with 
TAS  

Tues 21st Swimming lessons 
start for Y3/4 

Wed 23rd Y1 Circus Day. 
Wear PE kit 

Thurs 23rd Y1/2 to Church for 
Values Worship with Rev 
Nick 9:30-10:00  

Thurs 23rd Year 5 class 12 go 
to Skillzone  

Fri 24th European Day of 
Languages. Wear school uni-
form. 

Fri 24th PTA Newsletter 

Fri 24th Year 5 Class 11 go to 
Skillzone   

 

Remember to check ‘dates 
for your diary’ which are on 
our school website 

We are blessed to be back 

with our school family.  



 

We truly hope that you and the children have settled well into school again after a lovely sum-

mer holiday and have enjoyed the final burst of sunshine before Autumn sets in! 

Unfortunately since communicating with you all in the last newsletter I have had some bad news. 

As a result of the fall I have two small fractures to my lower back (these should heal relatively 

quickly) which makes sense of my back pain; the Subdural Haematoma which too is relatively 

small (another blessing) runs from my hairline on my forehead backwards towards the top of my 

skull has resulted in some significant trauma and concussion. I have had to surrender my driving 

licence for 6 months and have been signed off work for complete rest for another month with 

suggestion that this will be extended for a further month, then a phased return. Whilst this is 

deeply frustrating I fully appreciate that I need to follow the recommendations from my GP to aid 

my recovery. The recommendation is lots of rest, light exercise such as short walks and keeping 

positive. The downside is that they have suggested refraining from school work, never easy for a 

teacher. 

We are blessed with an amazing team of staff, governors and trustees who will ensure that the 

children still receive the very best education in my absence. Mrs Smith has agreed to taking on 

the acting headship until I return, supported by the school staff, governors and the team at 

DGAT. If there was ever a good time to be part of something bigger, then this is it! I hope that 

you will support Mrs Smith over the next couple of months and I am sure the school will continue 

to grow and strengthen under her expert leadership.   

The teachers have been very busy over the summer and fuelled by a wonderful INSET on collabo-

rative learning will be ensuring that learning for all, no matter of age or stage, will be highly stim-

ulating and engaging with children learning through collaboration and responsibility.  An update 

on our website has been happening over the summer (much of which can’t actually be seen) but 

also includes some year group pages that will help you navigate the children’s curriculum. This 

includes the new planning format with clear end points and approach that marries together our 

spiritual growth wheel with our curriculum. We have also worked hard on the development of 

spelling, the writing journey, training to support Early Years Language development through NELI 

and Oracy21 project across the school. Clearly, our literacy team have been hard at work too! 

We are very pleased to return to parent open afternoons, class assemblies and year group events 

linked to the curriculum to engage, excite and help give a reason to learning. Whilst these are 

open to all, please remember to refrain from joining us if you suspect you have Covid. Schools 

across Cheltenham are seeing many of the community testing positive and are worried that an 

outbreak management plan may become a reality. 

I am really looking forward to hearing and then seeing all the wonderful work our children are 

busy doing and meeting our new Reception families soon. 

 

Lisa Harford—Headteacher 



 

We are all missing  Mrs Harford terribly and I have been passing on all of your well wishes. Mrs Harford and 

I have worked together and in the same office for 6 years! So, whilst it is very quiet without her, having 

worked so closely together, does mean that it has been easier to step into her shoes whilst she recovers. 

Until Mrs Harford returns, the SLT (Charlotte Price, Stuart Bradley, Sarah McKenzie) will be supporting me 

in the office a day a week. We have ensured that there continues to be consistency for the children in these 

classes and they will be taught by teachers they are already taught by….. 

Monday: Mrs McKenzie—taught by Mr Wood who also covers class 13 PPA 

Tuesday: Mr Bradley—taught by Mr Wood who also covers class 8 PPA 

Wednesday: Mrs Price—taught by Mrs Dagnall who is Mrs Price’s job share 

We have had a busy start to school and we can’t believe we have only been back 2 weeks, I am sure you 

feel the same.  The children have settled back into school and we have loved seeing the older children play-

ing with the younger children, hearing singing in the hall 

again and parents coming into school for the information 

sessions.   

I would also like to welcome all of our new families to St 

James, we hope your children will settle quickly into their 

new classes and enjoy their time at St James. If you have 

any questions please just ask.  

Today, Sophie and Amelia came to see me as they wanted 

to share some special words on the back of a newspaper 

they had been reading.  They had such big smiles, I wanted 

to share their words of wisdom and smiles with the rest of 

our school family. 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend and I look forward to 

sharing all the wonderful things our children will be enjoy-

ing over the coming weeks in the next newsletter. 

Mrs C. Smith Deputy Head Teacher 

Our values banner which is hanging 

in our school hall and one of the 

many new posters Mrs Theyer has 

put around the school for us to re-

flect on. This week in worship we 

have been thinking about how gen-

erous we are to others and if we are 

being as good to others as we are 

being to ourselves: 

“Love your neighbour as yourself.” 

Mark 12.31 



 

Spelling at St James’ 

‘Ditching the spelling test!’ 

This year we are changing our approach to the teaching of spelling 
across the school, and as a result of this, your child will no longer be 
bringing home a spelling book with lists of words to learn each week. 

Why? 

Research has shown, and through our experience in school, learning 
a set of weekly spellings does not mean they are embedded into long-term memory and more often than 
not, spellings learnt for the test are then not applied into independent writing. 

Our new approach will: 

· Remove the pressure placed on parents 

· Provide children with opportunities to explore and investigate spellings in a purposeful way, carving con-
nections in spelling patterns and with words they come across in their daily tasks, therefore improving their 
application of spelling in their independent writing 

· More time for the explicit investigation and teaching of spelling, instead of testing 

· The approach provides high challenge but is low threat 

Our approach to the teaching of spelling will therefore remain ‘in-house’ and will include daily and weekly 
spelling activities that are built on the fundamentals of teaching spelling with strong phonic foundations, 
meeting and exceeding the expectations of the National Curriculum. 

As part of the approach, the children have an individual spelling journal which is used throughout all lessons, 

where they record personalised spellings which become their ‘focus five’ words. This can then be used to 

assess progress in spelling as it makes meaningful connections between focused spelling words and writing 

across the curriculum. 

Mrs Price - English Lead 

PLEASE WALK AND DON’T DRIVE 

When we returned to school in June 2020, the 

school gates were locked and cars have not been able to drive onto the school site to enable social distanc-

ing. We all adapted to this and found alternative ways to transport our children to school. In our July parent 

questionnaire you were asked:  

Would you prefer our school to be car free between 8:20 and 3:15 daily to improve safety and pollution?  

We had 95 responses and 57.9% responded YES and 42.1% responded NO 

Currently, the school gates have to be open which is out of our control now COVID restrictions have ended. 

However, we have already had a number of parents driving unsafely. If you can avoid driving onto the 

school site this would be much appreciated. We want to encourage our children to cycle, walk and scoot to 

school and they have the right to BE SAFE. We are currently making contact with the ‘School Streets Project’ 

lead to gain further advice on promoting our school to be a healthier and safer place. 

                https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/road-safety/school-streets-scheme-trial/ 



Welcome to our Reception Children 

 

 

Welcome to our St James’ family. This is always an exciting time of year when we welcome new families to 
our school.  Our Reception team have loved starting to get to know your children in their small groups and 
I know the children are already starting to make new friends. Here are a few pictures of what they have 

been doing…….. 



 

Last week we e-mailed  information about a ‘Grass Track Racing’ 

event which happened last Sunday at Belmont. It was brilliant to 

see so many St James’ children take up the challenge. Well done 

to all of our racers. 

Willow Year 3 Joseph  Year 5 and Thomas Year 3 

Ellyn Year 2 and Jack Year 1 

Swimming in a pool, on the playground, in a tent! 

Our pool on the playground has been a great success so far. Over the last 2 weeks our Year 5 and 6 children 

have been enjoying their daily swimming sessions. The pool has been a tropical 20 degrees and the children 

have not been cold! We hope this will continue to be how we deliver swimming lessons in the future. Swim-

ming daily instead of once a week has enabled our children to 

make greater progress and time has not been wasted sitting on 

a coach travelling to the pool, as they simply walk across the 

playground. 

Bianca Year 5 ‘ I have enjoyed it a lot. I didn’t feel confident 

about swimming at the start but now I can swim backstroke and 

do a backflip. I think swimming is cool!’ 

Year 3 and 4, be ready for your swimming lessons to start on 

Tuesday 21st September. 



We are loving having our PlayPod open to everyone at lunchtimes. It encourages the children to engage in crea-

tive and imaginative play whilst problem solving. We will be offering our Reception parents the opportunity to 

come and see the PlayPod in action after half term.  

THANK YOU MRS SUTCH (year 4 teach-

er) for brightening up our school with 

these incredible murals. You are so tal-

ented and St James’ says THANKYOU  



GO TEAM ST JAMES! 

Not only do our children love a challenge but so do 

our teachers.  

Well done Mrs West, Mrs Harris , Mrs Moore and 

Mrs Gittins for completing the Cheltenham Half 

Marathon. Mrs Dagnall also started but pulled her 

hamstring so had to drop out which she was very 

disappointed about. 

I also had to share a 2 mile ‘Big Swim’ I completed 

last Saturdays in a lake at the Cotswold  Water Park 

with Sarah Limb (year 3 mummy)…… we were just a 

‘little’ proud of ourselves! 

 
A warm welcome to our new families 
from Mrs Wood! 

 
 
Mrs Wood—Pastoral Support 
Mrs Wood, our pastoral worker is available to talk 
with parents and children in a bid to support their 
mental health and wellbeing. She is one of our Men-
tal Health Champions alongside Mrs Allen, Mrs 
Dove, Mrs Smith and Mrs Harford. Mrs Wood is 
available from Tuesday to Friday and can be con-
tacted on: 



Please return any outstanding  data collection sheets to us as soon as you can, post them in the school postbox in the 

foyer or return to class teacher. Thank you to those who have returned them.  

Remember to ring school on the first day of absence, 01242 516836, when your child is sick and let us know what is 

wrong with them. This is important as we track school illness with a view to knowing when to let PHE know and also 

ensures the safety of staff if they are pregnant.   

Please ensure all items of clothing and water bottles are named, this helps the staff return lost items easily.  Lost Property 

is located at the back of school, Infant playground (though double doors, inside entrance).  

Please note that there are some date changes in the Date in The Diary for you.  A wealth of information can be found on 

our website, in our school bookbag, and also check out the calendar for diary dates. http://stjamescofeprimary.co.uk/  

 

 

From the Office 

Year 3 and 4 Worship at church with Rev. Nick exploring who is the most 

generous person in the world. 

 

Help us get gardening equipment for our 

school. Morrisons are running a ’It’s good to 

grow’ initiative.  

To take part, join MyMorrisons today and 

swipe each time you shop to collect Grow 

Tokens. One token for every £10 you spend 

between Monday 6th September and Sunday 

24th October. Sign up to MyMorrisons.  

Simply go to mymorrisons.com or download 

the MyMorrisons app   Get growing!! 



Clubs start week commencing 20th September.  Art Club, Board games club and Netball clubs are now full.  

Ensure your child wears their PE kit to school if they are attending a club.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max Daniell-Amazing number work-you really wowed us with your counting skills and confidence when 

solving problems. We have an exciting year ahead of us! 

Eliza Heron-For your beautiful writing about the circus and what you would like to see if you looked 

through the circus curtain. Your ideas are brilliant and we love listening to you as you talk with such enthusiasm.  

Ursula John-For your super listening on the carpet and for always being ready to learn. What a great 

Tommy Beer-For your super listening and contributions to our PE this week. What super answers you 

Lauren Willmore- For settling so quickly into Year 2 routines and working hard. You have worked well 

Seb Hughes-What a fantastic start to Year 2! You are working hard, lovely place value work.  

Orestis Zampas-For settling in well and making such a good start at St James! Well done Orestis! 

Molly Adamthwaite-for writing a super label for Victoria’s portrait. Well done Molly! 

Noah Lewis-for thoughtful responses to our discussions about our value ‘Generosity’. Well done Noah.  

George Harris- For working with care in English to create two detailed pieces of writing ‘All about me’ and ‘My 

Georgiana Daniel-For a detailed and descriptive character profile in English this week. Well done Georgie! 

Emily Goddard-Being a great learner always ready to share her thoughts and helping those around her.  

Erin Hodgkinson-A wonderful descriptive fight scene that she wrote as part of our work from Beowulf.  

Oliver Packwood-For adding lots of detailed information to your time line about our day spent as evacuees. 

You have really persevered and taken care over your presentation 

Sofia Ngai-For being a fantastic team player during our football session with Cheltenham Town. Ryan 

commented on your high level of skill, determination and ability to look for the space to pass.  

 

Merit 

Award

s Merit Awards 17th September 2021 



Balcarras Open Week is next week. Full details can be found on their website: 

https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=567 

 

https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/news/?pid=3&nid=1&storyid=567

