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Giving thanks for the beautiful things in 

life... 



 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has told us that our lines of communi-

cation are working. You have emailed our home learning teams for 

support, advice, alternative suggestions and even shared work! We 

have also directed some of you to our pastoral support team and 

this has had a great impact on both children in school and at 

Communicating with the school  

From the 1st June our admin team will be in school daily - they will be busy with all of the tasks that are important in run-

ning our school and supporting our families. 

All communications  

We would ask you to refrain to contacting the office in person (this is to help reduce the risks of virus 

transmission). 

The best way to reach us is via email or telephone. Please contact us using the admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk or tele-

phone 01242 516836. The school office will be open daily from the 1st June between 8:30 and 3:30. 

The postbox can be used to deposit any paperwork. 

Home Learning 

Now that teachers are teaching in school full time we ask you to contact our home learning team with any questions. You 

are welcome to send them work to look at, request support or advice.  You can email staff at the following addresses: 

hlnfant@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

hljunior@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

On the Playground 

We are attempting to reduce parent contact with staff at this time upon advice from the government. Please refrain from 

chatting with staff at collection unless it is really important. Instead email or call our admin team so that they can pass 

your messages on.  

Support and Guidance 

Both Mrs. Dove and Mrs. Wood are available for support with any special educational or pastoral needs. Please email 

them at: 

rdove@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

kwood@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

They can signpost you to support from a wide range of organisations, provide Foodbank vouchers or offer support as 

needed. 



 What’s Happening at School? 

School is busy albeit a little quieter with just under half the children that we usually have! 

Reception have settled well into their bubbles, some with new teachers and new classrooms 

and all with new friends! They have done incredibly well. 

The rest of the school (10 classrooms) are filled with our critical worker children—they are 

grouped in year groups but as the numbers creep up to our maximum some groups are likely to 

be mixed age groups. 

We are hoping that all critical workers have made themselves known to use by now; these chil-

dren, are by definition, the government’s priority group and if number go any higher we will 

need to prioritise them over our reception pupils and may need to re-configure our reception 

bubbles or even move to a part time approach for them. We will give you plenty of notice if we 

end up having to make these changes. 

All children and staff are in their fixed bubbles with no cross over between bubbles—even staff 

are using our new phones to make contact or hovering at the doors of classrooms so that the 

bubbles aren't burst! This is important as we are all aware (and which has become even more 

apparent over the last few weeks) children are unable to maintain any form of social distancing 

all of the time!  Even our oldest children forget, particularly when outside playing and we have 

to continually remind them that games such as Tag and any form of ‘wrestling’ or play involving 

touch is not really allowed… The younger children and those feeling poorly or hurt often reach 

for a hand to hold, and we have already encountered scraped knees, nosebleeds and children 

with hay fever! We are trying our best to avoid contact, reminding them of the need to distance 

but are sympathetic to their needs—we want to make them feel happy. 

The classroom set ups and our one way and planned approaches inside the building are working 

brilliantly; children and staff use the outside to move around the school as much as possible and 

children are sitting (from Y2 onwards) at least 2m apart—this is working fantastically! Our 

younger pupils have plenty of space to move and learn, however they are not socially distancing 

inside like the older children but they are trying… 

Lunch is mostly being eaten outside to allow them to sit together—with space between them -  

we all know that it is better to spend time together outside. When it rains we have a well 

planned wet play schedule which lets them sit and eat their lunch in the dining room and hall at 

staggered times and all 2m apart. 

The start and end of day drop off and collection has worked well and last week we adjusted the 

times to hopefully make it simpler for parents—we will continually review this and all aspects of 

our risk assessment and make changes as necessary. 

All children, and their parents feel happy and confident with the approach we have taken to aim 

to keep everyone safe. Thank you to everyone for working together! 



 

 

We have now completed our first two weeks of our new approach to home learning.  Thank you 

for your helpful, constructive and positive comments—we are glad that you are finding that it’s 

working. It is important to get this right as we don’t know how long some children will be home 

schooled for. Whilst we do not know anymore than you do—it is important as a school, that we 

forward plan as much as possible, making home learning as straightforward as possible. We are 

all learning and adapting to the new normal! 

The work in the book bag has finally been structured to make it as clear as possible, a task I per-

sonally undertook once Mrs. Knight completed the mammoth task of uploading all of the work 

planned by staff from across the school. The work in the book bag is also being completed by 

children at school—this means that all children are receiving the high quality lessons that have 

been prepped by the teachers and will all journey together through the learning. Our staff have 

naturally reviewed its effectiveness and think that it should suit all learners. We have left all pre-

vious learning available to you too—if you wish some supplementary work. Please understand 

that this has been a huge undertaking, with hours and hours of work being undertaken to get to 

this point (planning, resourcing, adapting, uploading). There is also no need to follow the book bag—

you can carry on with the previous learning if suits you and your family. 

We have given the children a variety of tasks to do so that they are spending time working both 

on and off technology, using worksheets learning actively - all are equally important. Remember 

also that children in school have their learning broken up by routines—so you may find that 

they get through it a little quicker at home! 

We will continue to upload the fortnightly plans in Word so that you can adapt and change as 

you wish (font size, orientation etc.) and will add worksheets as PDFs. Where possible we will 

add the downloaded file for you but you may also wan to click on the hyperlinks from the plan. 

If you are unsure and need additional advice and support; please, please, please contact our 

staff responsible for supporting you with the home learning. They are there to give you whatever 

help you need. If you want them to review your child’s learning then they are happy to review. 

Please remember that there are only two of them, equating to one full time member of staff and 

just over 200 of you so please be patient! 

The next two weeks will follow the same plan that we have just completed with a few natural 

teacher tweaks… we hope that you like it! 

 

If any of the links aren't working please email the home learning team—The Oak National Acade-

my have shifted some of their learning around  which mean the links wont work, please let us know 

if this is the case and we can edit!  

 



 

 

  

 Critical Worker Children St. James’ 
 
Thank you to all of you that have contacted us to tell us that you are classed as a critical worker. We 
requested this information a number of weeks ago in order to plan for groups to open on the 1st of 
June. 
 
We have now planned for and included all critical worker and vulnerable children in our 10 
‘bubbles’ (maximum of 15 pupils per group). This has been a challenging job and this has been com-
pounded by many of you emailing last minute to be included. 
 
In order for the ’bubbles’ to work children and staff will work exclusively together and distanced 
from all other groups, where possible. This means that any additional children need to be planned for 
carefully.  
 
If you have changed your mind you will need to give us two week’s notice to enable to place your 
child in a group whilst keeping everyone safe. Prior to joining a group mid-way through term it is im-
perative that you observe social distancing measures. This is to keep all families, particularly adults 
both in school and at home safe (given this is the group that are likely to contact Covid19). 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 Padlet 

Look at your Padlets for weekly worships, merit worship, stories and messages! 

 

 

 



 

 

 School and Home-school Merits week 1 
Home-school Merits week 1 

Class 3 Thomas Earle- Making his own story board book called The 3 little dogs. 

Class 4 Zachary Freeman-for his story about a princess and a dragon, Princess Battle. 

Class 5 Annabelle (and Joey) Southward, for 3D volcano and tortoise creations. 

Class 6 Florence Woodcock for her Respect poster for our school value.  

Class 7 Mars Moran - for learning Spanish and facts about Mexico 

Class 8 Ada Simpkin for art work and careful drawings. 

Class 9 Manni Grainger for his writing cafe. 

Class 10 Charlotte Kean for volcano making and times table work 

Class 11 Noah Varley for art, his pencil drawing of a leaf and poster making 

Class 12 Bella Erwood - for baking a chocolate tart by herself 

Class 13 Amy (and Joe) Cratchley for research page on Syria 

Class 14 Phoebe Stokes for her maths challenges 

School Merits week 1 

 

Mrs Price: 
Lizzie Brown - for fantastic reading and reading all of our selection of brand new reading books from cover to cover! 
James Edgington - for following instructions carefully to build 'Little architect' models 
 
Mrs Cottrell 
Farrah Davis - for creating her own hand of respect after Mrs Harford's and Mrs Smith's worship. She thought very care-
fully about 5 people she respects. 
Tobias Vasilis-Peter - for fantastic reading and discussion about the story - he really enjoyed out brand new reading 
books! 
 
Mr Bradley 
Grace Crews- I have been loving your contributions to our class and you have been brilliant sharing your ideas. Thank 
you. 
Hattie Hay It has been a pleasure to get to know you in our Year 3 bubble and you have worked hard since we have re-
turned. Thank you. 
 
Mrs Dagnall 
Jodi Al Zoubi - for being so happy to come back to school 
Zachary Kilminster - producing an amazing rainbow for his work folder - so neat and carefully done 
 
Mrs Gittins 
Amelia Stone class 4 keyworker group 2 got coming in brilliantly on Tuesday when she had been upset on the Monday.  

 
Mr Jones 
Florie - for coming up with some amazing ideas during English and Maths and for working very hard on all of her work. 
Molly - for always being one of the first to be ready when asked and for always carefully to others when it is their chance to speak. 
 
Mr Kellers/Mrs Williams 
Ethan Earle - For great work with fractions in Maths this week.  
Rosie Haslam - For being ready to learn and great participation in discussions, particularly in PSHE. 

 
Mrs McKenzie 
Zara Lane for so much more confidence in Maths lessons and sharing her ideas 
Sophie Haslam for adjusting so well to the way school feels now. Getting more confident every day. 
 
Mrs Avery/Miss Woodward 
Matthew Ellson 
Mathilda Dawson  



 

 

 School and Home-school Merits—week 2 

Padlet Merits - these certificates will be sent in the post to you. 
 
Class 3 Eve Connolly for science festival work on coding 
Class 4 Sofia Dennis for her work on Jack and the Beanstalk, great writing! 
Class 5 - Sammy Bates for snail facts and labelling and snail postcard and  Autumn Varley for her 
amazing Travelling Snail postcard.  
Class 6- Eva Brunwin for her science work on rainbows 

Class 14 Eilidh for some fantastic Bath Bomb creations.  
Class 13 Tristan for some great Pixel art work this week 
Class 12 Heidi Mckenzie for a lovely poem about the pump Track 
Class 11 Mikey Gittins for a great letter to Mr Colston about the Slave Trade 
Class 10 Joey for a fantastic paper mâche volcano 
Class 9 Bella Seaforth for a fantastic writing cafe about a future world in 2060 
Class 8 Heidi Norman for some great robot drawings 
Class 7 Seb Orton for a fantastic robot picture 
 
Mr Jones Y1 
Hettie -  For doing some amazing maths this week. Your subtracting was brilliant and you worked really hard to complete all 
the work without any help!  
Lillia - For always trying your best to contribute to class discussions and for always being one of the first pupils to be ready 
when asked!  
Mr Bradley Y3 
Oscar Durrant for a continued effort in all his learning. Jess Wagstaff for fantastic artwork when creating her Tin Forest. 
Mr Kellers/Mrs Williams Y4 
Darcey Drury - For excellent work in her Science. Annabella Roberts - For trying really hard to improve her hand writing. 
Mrs Harris Reception  
Noah Howarth - For beautifully listening in carpet times, excellent number work and being a great member of our bubble!  
Mrs McKenzie 
Lena Christensen - for settling into our bubble so well and for some excellent work in maths this week - great algebra work! 
Jude Kelly - for some excellent sketches of birds and a step by step drawing of Mickey Mouse 
Mrs Hughes Y1 
Thomas Page for amazing thinking in our Beanstalk challenge, for making great connections in maths to solve subtraction 
problems and for super writing about the top of the beanstalk. Well done! 
Lucy Page for fantastic writing all week about Jack, the giant and the giant's castle - great use of adjectives! Also amazing 
beanstalk challenge thinking and super listening in our Mr Bear music game. Well done!  
Miss Woodward/Mrs Avery 
Sam Everest for taking great care to complete his portrait of Tilly. Well done Sam, super artwork. 
Gabriel Corticerio for his improved focus and concentration since returning back to school. We are very pleased. Keep it up 
Gabriel! 
Mrs Sutch Reception 
Benjamin ward - for getting involved with everything and doing over and above what he is asked. 
Aarav Jadhav - for always playing with everyone nicely. 
Mrs Dagnall - Reception dancing dragonflies!! 
Molly Marlow for fantastic dancing to the “thank you “ song!!  
Eva Gilbertson for making an amazing giant’s castle out of sticks and leaves. 
Class 1 bubble - newly named the lions 
Hector Bryan - for his super description of the Ogre in Jack and the Beanstalk and writing it into a super sentence too! 
Tia West - for fantastic number work and problem solving when Harry the mischievous hedgehog muddles up the numbers 
on the number line! 
Class 2 bubble - now known as the Flamingos!  
Georgie Tobin - for being a super 3D shape detective, finding and matching 3D shapes around the classroom and outside 
area 
Eddie Prosser - for his wonderfully detailed drawing of a train 
Y2 Wombats Beth Bond—great smile and wonderful work this week 

 


