
 What a strange few weeks we have all had! I do hope that you all had a lovely Easter, filled with great, 
albeit unique family times and lots of Easter eggs! 

 

 

 

 

It’s hard to believe that we have now been in lockdown and separated from our school family for four 
weeks with at least another three weeks to go. Today we should be embarking on the final ‘long’ term 
of the year—full of hope and promise of good times, sunny days and great company. I love the summer 
term; seeing the children return in shorts and summer dresses; watching Y6 grow and shape in prepara-
tion for their new adventures and welcoming our new parents and children to start their St. James’ Jour-
ney. Whilst I would like to say a warm welcome to our new families that will be joining us in September, 
I am not yet ready to say goodbye to Y6. We are hoping and praying that we can return safely to school 
soon and give them the send-off that they deserve. 

We appreciate that home-schooling is well and truly underway and hope that the Easter break was time-
ly. After being given only a few days to set home-schooling up for 420 children we have now developed 
and refined our practise with thanks to all of you who shared your thoughts on the work and sugges-
tions for schooling in our book-bag.  From today you will find a series of documents, created with great 
thought and care to support you over the next few weeks. We hope that you find them helpful, remem-
ber that our children’s emotional health and wellbeing is important and there is no pressure to work all 
day—a small amount of time focussing on basic skills is enough! The details were sent to you by Mr 
Bradley before Easter and the information can be found on our website: http://
stjamescofeprimary.co.uk/ in our school book bag: https://stjamesbookbag.home.blog/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, but most importantly our prayers and wishes go to our won-
derful midday supervisor Mrs Mary Harris—who lost her husband, 
Ray, to Covid19 last week. Mary, her sister Mrs Coleman and her two 
daughters remain strong despite such bad news. I am sure we are 
united in sending love to the family in this awful time. 
 
 
 

We hope that you all continue to remain safe and we look forward to seeing you all at some 
point  Soon.  Mrs Lisa Harford  
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Dear Parents and Carers of Reception 2020 

We wish you a warm welcome  to our school. We hope that amid these strange times that 

you  find the start to your time with us filled with love and kindness as you are invited to join 

our family.  This year much is different and new both for you and for us, we are embarking on a 

completely different way of schooling and communicating with our school families so please be 

patient. 

Mrs Price, our Reception lead teacher will be contacting you via email shortly with lots of infor-

mation about our school  with forms to fill out. We don’t know what induction will look like yet as 

it is dependent upon school closure and re-opening and time frames attached but rest assured 

we will be looking in to this as soon as we know more and contacting you as soon as we can with 

any plans. 

 

 

 

 

 

to 

Here are some pictures of our Recep-

tion classes to  show your child and 

remind you of what we look like! 



   COVID 19 – Government guidance  

There is some recently updated guidance for parents– it 

can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-

of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers  

I have also been asked to remind you that if you are self-

isolating due to someone in the household experiencing 

symptoms you are NOT allowed out of your home and 

should not be going out for walks. Some people appear 

to be confusing social distancing, which all people who 

are well and not exhibiting any symptoms are be doing, 

with self-isolation. Please do make sure you are keeping 

up-to-date with Government guidance.  

All of us should be staying at home unless it is for one of 

the agreed reasons to be going out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): what you need to do  

Stay at home  

only if you cannot work from home)  

ple at all times  

 

spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.  

 

Communicating with the school  

I would like to remind you about the best 

way to communicate with the school in this 

unprecedented period of school closure.  

All communications  

The best way to reach us is via email. 

Please contact us using the admin@st-

james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk Try not to 

contact the school office via the school 

telephone number; the school phone 

is not manned every day and therefore 

it may take a while to return your call.  

 

School Office  

The school office continues to be run re-

motely. Should you have any general que-

ries, please email our general admin email 

address.  

Keyworkers and other children at-

tending school for emergency child-

care provision  

A form will continue to be sent out to 

those family that require and qualify for a 

key worker place every fortnight. We antici-

pate short notice changes to your require-

ments and continue to be happy to receive 

these by email. Thank you to everyone who 

has been able to accommodate their chil-

dren at home; this helps to ensure that the 

right children are offered places and helps 

to keep both the children and staff safe 

when onsite. 

Naturally, if your circumstances have 

changed please contact us. 

01424 516836 admin@st-james-

pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

 



 

National Testing? 

 

 

 

You may already be 

aware that the gov-

ernment have decided 

to cancel all testing 

and assessments 

that schools usually 

submit to them at the 

end of the year. 

Please be reassured; 

our staff keep meticu-

lous records of your 

child’s journey 

through the curricu-

lum; using this to plan 

next steps for their 

learning to be most 

effective.  

We will continue to 

follow the guidance 

given by the DfE and 

share with you any 

updates as they ar-

rive. 

  

 Key Worker Children St. 
James’ 
 
Thank you to all of you that have managed to keep your chil-
dren safe at home despite being a key worker. I know that 
myself and many of the staff have managed to keep our chil-
dren at home with their dads coming to the rescue. We really 
do appreciate that home schooling and working from home 
are not for the fainthearted. 
 
Some of our children have no choice but to attend school, 
often daily, with some of our families having both parents as 
key workers, working at the same time and with the pressure 
of taking on more shifts. 
 
For these children we have tried to give them time at school 
that supports their mental health and wellbeing., Take a look 
at a few of the pictures of what they have been up to! 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 Free School Meals  

 

The government are updating guidance regularly on the best way for schools to support families 

with free school meals. We are in the process of getting further clarity from the DfE and have 

requested additional food hampers in the short-term. We aim to be able to supply you with food 

vouchers to use at local supermarkets in the near future, but as you can imagine, this is proving 

difficult to complete presently due to the significant number of families needing to be supplied 

across the country. 

The local authority are still taking new applications for free school meals. As people's work 

and financial circumstances change over the coming months, you may wish to make an application 

for free school meals. This might also apply to families who have been used to getting 

Universal Free School Meals for their child in EYFS or a KS1 class, and you are want-

ing to see if you are eligible to further support.  

It's a very simple online process, using the same portal you would have used to apply for a place 

at school.  

The link is https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-

transport-and-free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals/ and you will also be able 

to find the eligibility criteria here too.  

Furthermore, we recognise the financial pressure that some families will be under right now. We 

are a referral centre for the Foodbank, and, as such, can provide you with a voucher. Please do 

get in touch if you think you need some support with this. Often having a Foodbank voucher 

means that you can have money left over to pay essential bills. We don't want any family to feel 

they have to struggle. If you would prefer to contact Mrs Wood or Mrs McKenzie directly rather 

than using the admin email, please email on kwood@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk  or smckenzie@st

-james-pri.gloucs,sch.uk and then this will be kept confidential within the pastoral team.  

Pip and Jim’s doing their bit… 

Reverend Nick and his team have been busy on fb with morn-

ing prayer and live stream videos—a moving video with Jade Scholes an 

A&E nurse and worshipper at Pip & Jim’s last week. 

Thank you Jade 

For all that you and the team are doing.  



 

 

  
 A big shout out to you at home… 

Here areJavaScript must be enabled.  a few photos of some of the things you have been busy doing whilst at 

home! 

 

 



 

 

  
  

Calling all St James’ families!  

Your school needs you!  

In this uncertain time let’s get a create a bit of 

certainty and positivity!  

We need you to help us write a school song on 

the theme of... When we see each other again  

All you need to do is send a word, picture, short sen-

tence or phrase saying what you are looking forward to 

doing, saying, feeling etc. once we are together again - 

it’s that simple!  

I and my team of song writers will do the rest.  

Send your ideas to rhughes @st-james-

pri.gloucs.sch.uk with the subject heading 

school song  

Or post via the school fb page. 

 Have fun and stay safe!  

Mrs Hughes  


