
 I hope that you are all enjoying the start of spring, As we say a 
hopeful goodbye to the recent cold, windy and wet weather 
and a welcome some sunshine and warmth we look towards 
the rest of the year with great anticipation. Mrs Smith and I are 
enjoying the view of our tree in blossom from the office. 

Once again there is lots on offer in 
February and March for the chil-
dren at St. James’. We have plenty 
of sporting opportunities includ-
ing the much anticipated Feet First 
Dance Festival; the final set of 
gymnastic competitions and some 
cross country competitions to look 
forward to. Music goes from strength to strength with a won-
derful Young Voices concert again this year and with Mrs 
Hughes setting the challenge for developing  whole school mu-
sic events with pupil involvement. They are currently suggest-
ing we have our own ‘The Voice’, invite Justin Bieber in to 
school and have a song making day, hmm… I wonder what we 
will do next! 

Our pupils did very well at Cheltenham College Maths Challenge 
again this term, the only state school in the competition with 
our pupils holding their own against a variety of public schools 
and coming fourth. Well done  Year 5 and 6 pupils that attend-
ed.  

A reminder that mid-year reports will be sent home on Wednes-
day for Year 1 to 6 (the letter accompanying it will be emailed 
rather than printed).  Reception will receive their reports at par-
ents’ evening after Half Term. Please take time to read them in 
preparation to discuss at parents’ evening shortly.  

Enjoy the next week and half term! 

            Lisa Harford                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

February 

Mon 10th & Tue 11th NHS height/weight check 

Y6/Reception 

Tue11th Y3/Y5 St John’s First Aid—funded by 

PTA tbc 

Wed 12th – Mid-year Report to Parents 

Thur 13th—Young Voices concert 6pm and 

PTA valentine cake sale 3pm 

Fri 14th – End of Term 3 3pm finish + Y3 to 

Cheddar Gorge 

Mon 24th – INSET Day – All DGAT Schools –

Pupils are not in school 

Tues 25th – Start of Term 4 – pupils back to 

school 

Wed 26th – Past Productions for y4 in today 

for historical drama sessions 

Thurs 27th  -PTA Enterprise 5 – world Book 

day and sporty sale 3/3 3pm 

Fri 28th PTA Quiz Night 7-10pm 

March 

Mon 2nd – Secondary allocation day 

Tue 3rd  - Parent’s Evening 3:20-7:00  

Thur 5th - World Book Day and Readathon 

Launch for DGAT Schools 

Fri 6th – PTA Bag2School Textile collection 

9am (2 of 3) + PTA Infant Disco 6pm + Junior 

Disco 7:30pm 

Mon 9th – Closing date to accept secondary 

place or placement on waiting lists + Y5 to 

Mosque and Cathedral  

Tue 10th – Y6 Leavers’ photo shoot 10am 

Thu 12th – Class 7 Assembly to Parents 9am + 

Parent’s Evening 3:20-7pm 

Mon 16th - Y6 Police Workshop 10:30-12:30 – 

Online Relationships 

Tue 17th – Reception Family Junk Modelling 

event 2pm 

Thur 19th – PTA preloved Uniform Sale 3pm 

Mon 23rd – Rachel Howie (DGAT CEO) lead-

ing worship today 

Wed 25th Easter Craft Challenge – design and 

make an Easter Egg + some Y5 pupils to 

attend the Diocese of Gloucester Children’s 

Conference - Spirituality 

Thu 26th – Class 8 Assembly to Parents 9am 

Fri 27t7th Family Film Night – Lion King 6pm 
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The year 6 team invited St. James’ Y6 families to watch Goodnight Mr 

Tom at The Playhouse Theatre last night. The production featured two 

ex-St. James’ pupils: Bella and Layla. The play set during WWII was a 

great opportunity to explore life during  the war and was studied by Y6 

before Christmas. Everyone enjoyed this beautifully acted play and well 

done to Bella (y7) and Layla (y8). 

 
Reception have been busy cel-

ebrating Chinese New Year 

today, eating rice crackers and 

flying kites—they have had a 

great day! 

 Teatime Church @ St. James’  

Great to see so many of you at our first Teatime Church last week.  I’m 
attaching a couple of photos of the fun.  Our next teatime church will be 

on Sunday 16th February at 
16.30.  
 
 
 
 
 

We are also at St James school for our regular first Sunday of the month 
10am all age service a week on Sunday- 2nd February. 
  
If you like getting things in your diary early here are the dates for the next 
few months: 
  
Teatime church, with tea! 4.30pm on:  16th February, 17th May & 
21st June    
  
All-Age Communion at St James 10am:  2nd February, 1st March, 
22nd March (Mothering Sunday), 5th April (Palm Sunday) & 3rd May 

  
We will also have a children’s Easter workshop on 10th April Good Friday 
10am at St James School. 

Rev Nick 



 

TRAFFIC & POLLUTION! 

Many of you raise regularly your 

concerns about the dangerous 

parking around our school and the 

amount of cars who keep their 

engines running at drop-off and 

pick-up times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is known and backed up by  evi-

dence that children are exposed to 

more toxic pollution than their 

parents. Clean Air Day says this is 

as much as 30%.  

Jonathan Grigg, Professor 

of Paediatric Respiratory 

and Environmental Medi-

cine and Fellow of the 

Royal College of Paediat-

rics and Child Health 

states: 

“Children’s lungs are especially vul-

nerable for 

those at 

primary 

school and 

younger, as 

they are still 

developing. 

It’s critical that we protect the health 

of our children’s lungs from air pol-

lution, in order to prevent lasting 

  
  
 

 

 

 

At. St. James’ we firmly believe that our children need to 

learn right from wrong and to be held to account when 

they don’t follow our rules. This year we have introduced 

our new rules which we worked on as a staff; the feed-

back from the children is that they are simpler to remem-

ber and use and that they ‘make sense.’ 

We want our children to be: 

READY - ready to begin to learn, ready to listen and 

ready to work 

RESPECTFUL - respectful of themselves, other peo-

ple, belongings and the environment 

SAFE - safe emotionally and physically in our school. 

We have spent time trailing these and taking to staff and 

pupils about their impact. It has been positively received.  

More importantly is our approach to the breaking of the 

rules and how through research and reading the impact 

of consequences matched to the behaviour. We now 

spend much more time with the child, discussing what 

went wrong and why and how they can repair the dam-

age that they have created. It seems to be working. 

Whilst children will not always be able to follow our rules 

we have seen a reduction in the behaviours (which was 

already a small number of events) that teachers have to 

deal with.  

We know that mostly our children are incredibly well be-

haved and respond positively to our rules and hope that 

is new approach supports them effectively when they 

make mistakes. 

You will find the new policy on the school website in the 

next few weeks. 

Head Lice! 

We have had reported cases of 

Head Lice in KS1—however, please 

can we ask all parents to regularly 

check and treat where appropriate. 

Thank you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are really excited as a 

school to share with you our  

work with supporting chil-

dren’s emotional needs. 

Through the Timpson Project 

and now as an early adopter of 

the Gloucestershire Trailblaz-

er project. We also actively 

support No Child Left Behind 

an offer from all Cheltenham 

Schools to support the most 

vulnerable. 

For more information: 

https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/60/

community_advice_and_engagement/1457/

no_child_left_behind  

https://www.ghll.org.uk/mental-health/

trailblazer-programme/  

 

 

  
  
 

 

Looks like they all 

had a great time 

again this year! 

 

Great team spirit! 

‘It was an amazing day.’ 

Holly 

‘I loved every minute.’ Mrs 

Smith 

‘Can’t wait for next year.’ 

Mikey 

There is a performance for 

choir parents this Thursday 

at 6pm in the hall. 

 

Very proud of this bunch 

coming  3rd overall at the 

recent Y1/2 gym competition. 

A big Thank you to Anya 

Wood for taking them and 

Natalie for her coaching skills! 

https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/60/community_advice_and_engagement/1457/no_child_left_behind
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/60/community_advice_and_engagement/1457/no_child_left_behind
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/60/community_advice_and_engagement/1457/no_child_left_behind
https://www.ghll.org.uk/mental-health/trailblazer-programme/
https://www.ghll.org.uk/mental-health/trailblazer-programme/


 

 

  
  

Mrs Smith and I joined some very important people on Thursday at 

The Church of England Foundation for Educational Leadership. We 

were asked to share our curriculum journey which has been led by 

our Vision with over 800 leaders from across the country. We were 

thrilled to be sharing the conference with key educational speakers such as Mary Myatt and 

even the Archbishop of Canterbury! 

 

We had a great time and our presentation was well received with a large number of school 

leaders asking to visit our school! Our curriculum goes from strength to strength and we are 

so pleased to be able to share this with you! Thank you to Eilidh and Isabella who we videoed 

for the day. Everybody though you were just great! 

 

 



Merits: 

Class 1 -  No merits—at Forest School 

Class 2 Elysha Arora & Sam Tomlinson 

Class 3 Eve Connolly & Gretchen Rudzki 

Class 4 Molly Skinner & Constantinos Vavoulis 

Class 5 Sandra Grzech & Spencer Russell 

Class 6 Henna Silver & Amaya Krori 

Class 7 Parker Pendrell-Evans  & Clodagh McLoughlin 

Class 8 Isaac Powell 

Class 9 Owen Slimmings and Dilmi Mallawachchi 

Class 10—No merits today  

Class 11 Jasmine Dearing-Drew & Mathilda Dawson 

Class 12  - No merits today  

Class 13 Mabel Manders & Yasmin Ngai 

Class 14 Ecrin Karasan& Jude  Kelly 

Merits: 

Class 1 -  No merits today 

Class 2 George Fellows & Rachel Ball 

Class 3 Catherine Chen & Henry Waltho 

Class 4 Sophia Dennis & Hettie Cook 

Class 5 Scarlett Kilminster & Mia Bloxham 

Class 6 Aysha Al Zoubi & George Harris  

Class 7 Seb Orton &Daniel  Barlow 

Class 8 Libby Mann & Seb Dennis 

Class 9 Frank Roberts &  Florence Davies  

Class 10 Isla McDonald & Angus Bryant  

Class 11 Austin Ward &  Noah Varley & Tia Long 

Class 12 Ella Bloxham & Joe Cratchley 

Class 13 Jemima Harford & Oaky Bekarian 

Class 14 Oscar Gorodetskiy & Sebastian Berko 

Special Mentions: 

Ukulele—Scarlet Kilminster 

Piano Grade 1—Jemima and Molly Woodcock  

Theatre award—Georgia Berry 

House Points: 

Earth 103 

Air 98 

Fire 104 

Water 109 

 

Merits: 

Class 1 -  No merits—at Forest School 

Class 2 Andrew Stains & Ethan Jukes  

Class 3 Gretchen Rudzki & Eve Connolly 

Class 4 Billy Slimmings & Matei Pruteanu 

Class 5 Josh Arthur & Ralph Hughes 

Class 6 Henna Silver & Olivia Shepherd 

Class 7 Tyler Gratton &  Ava Barnes 

Class 8 William Cubbins & Tom Ward  

Class 9 James Tomlinson & Amelie Goodlock  

Class 10 Michaela  Dixon & Angus Bryant   

Class 11 Ben Pritchett &  Mikey Gittins  

Class 12 Bella Erwood &  James Brown 

Class 13 Reuben Banks &  Finn Hamilton 

Class 14 Erin Raynsford &  Milo Moran  

Special Mentions: 

Theo Haynes—Football medal 

Sebastian Bodley, William English—class merit 

Poppy Limb, Emma Henson, Scarlett Kilminster, Nina Pope- 

Ukulele Silver Award 

George Connolly & Alfie Doe—Ukulele  Gold Award 

Freya, Zoe, Amelie, Alyssa, Abbie, Florence  - Gym competition 

Success 

 

House Points: 

Earth 

82 

Air 173 

Fire 173 

Water 156 

Special mentions 

Maximo Vivet—Bronze Guitar 

Alex Hennessey—Stage 7 swimming 

Tom Ward—Snooker medal 

Gym competition—Betsy, William, 

Isabella, Scarlett, Kitty & Olivia 

House Points: 

Earth 86 

Air 127 

Fire 139 

oOur house points are given to 

celebrate any success, in par-

ticular living out our school 

values. Children work together 

to show them. They are proud 

of every single point! 

READY 

RESPECTFUL 

SAFE 


