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With the 3rd lock-down easing, why can all children return to school in March 2021? 

On 22nd February the Department for Education (DfE) released guidance to schools regarding the 
return to school for all pupils from September 2020; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-coronavirus-covid-19 We agree that 
returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing.  

The Government states that the risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus 
(COVID-19) is very low and that there are negative health impacts of being out of school. The 
Government also recognises that school closure has had an impact upon parents’ ability to work and 
that in order for the economy to begin to recover, we need to remove this barrier so parents and 
carers can return to work. 

Protective measures: 

The Government continues to recognise that primary children, particularly younger children will not 

be able to maintain social distancing, and it is therefore acceptable for them not to distance within 

their group. Rather than relying on social distancing, the aim from March continues to be to limit the 

points at which the infection could be spread by implementing the "protective bubble" approach we 

have already used. 
 
Public Health England (PHE) advice highlights that schools should build upon the hierarchy of 
protective measures that have been in use throughout the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

St. James’ will therefore continue to employ the following hierarchy of essential measures: 

1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school. 

2. Ensure children and adults in school wash their hands thoroughly and more often than usual. 
3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 
4. Maintain enhanced cleaning programmes, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, 

using standard products such as detergents and bleach. 
5. Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible. 
 
 
Further measures put in place will be: 
 

 Children will remain in their class protective ‘bubbles’ at all times in lessons during the school day 

with their peers and known adults. They will also be part of a year group bubble for play times and 

a wider phase bubble for entry and exit to school. 

 Part-time teachers and other staff may operate across different classes and year groups in order to 

facilitate the delivery of the school timetable. However, we have limited staff movement across 

year group bubbles and this currently only takes places when absolutely necessary. 

 Staff will avoid close face to face contact but will meet children’s basic physical and emotional 

needs during daily practice. Staff will wear face masks in communal areas of the school.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-coronavirus-covid-19


 We will continue to ensure that children and staff clean their hands regularly, including when they 
arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they change rooms and before and after 
eating. We recognise that regular and thorough hand cleaning is going to be needed for the 
foreseeable future. 

 Internal movement through corridors in the indoor environments will continue to be minimised. 

 Small adaptations will be maintained within the indoor and outdoor learning environments to 

ensure that only small groups of children can play and work in a given area. We will NOT be asking 

our children to sit at desks facing the front in EYFS and Key Stage 1 as this does not meet our 

children’s emotional and learning needs at this stage of their development. We are following the 

guidelines and ensuring those in years 3 – 6 sit in rows facing the front when in class. 

 Class bubbles will be kept apart wherever possible and there will be no large gatherings such as 

assemblies with more than one group. 
 We will continue to implement staggered break times, lunch times and use of the outdoor 

learning environments. 

 We will ensure that indoor class-based resources are only shared with children in each class group 

and that outdoor resources are regularly cleaned after each use if used by multiple groups. 

 Staggered drop-off and collection times in order to reduce the number of adult staff on site at any 

given time. 

 Staff of site take a Lateral Flow Test twice a week. 

 Parents to wear face masks when dropping off or collecting their child/ren. 

 

 

 

How will we get to/from school? 

Morning drop-off – please wait 2m apart at the main gate 
 All parents to line up at the given gate whilst 2m apart and do not come onto the school site due to social 

distancing and higher number of families dropping off  
 



 

 

 

 

We will use the same systems for drop offs and pickups which supported parents in social distancing 

from each other.  All children with the exception of Reception will need to adhere to strict drop-off at 

the gates.  

We request that year 6 are collected rather than walk home – we cannot be responsible for 

supporting social distancing when they leave school and potentially ‘play’ at 

the brook! 

Please bring as few people to the school as possible – consider leaving 

other children at home with another adult supervising them – this is to limit 

the number of people around our school at what will be busy times.  

Please do not gather for a chat – use other ways of communicating at the 

moment rather than face-to-face communication on the school run near the school.  

We would like to encourage you to walk, cycle or scoot (car use is fine if needed but as a last resort 

and DO NOT PARK ON THE SCHOOL SITE – this is now imperative with the large numbers of 

families that will be using the school site)  

Year group Time Drop off point 
Reception 
 

8:35 – 8:45 Reception Playground Gate for drop off through the Reception gate only, entering 
and leaving via this gate at all times. There will be no access through to the rest of the 
school. 

Year 1 and Year 2 8:25 – 8:35 Main Gate 
Parents will not be allowed onto school grounds. Children will go straight into their 
classrooms 

Year 3 and Year 4 8:35 – 8:45 Carpark Gate 
Parents will not be allowed onto school grounds. 
Children to line up on coloured spots an await collection by a staff member 

Year 5 and Year 6 8:25 – 8:35 Carpark Gate 
Parents will not be allowed onto school grounds. 
Children to line up on coloured spots an await collection by a staff member 

 
Afternoon collection – please wait 2m apart at the main gate 

 All parents to line up at the given gate whilst 2m apart 

 If you have more than one child at St. James’, please exit the school and re-enter via the 
appropriate gate do not walk through the playground – this will avoid any parents being onsite 
with additional children in what will be a busy time. 

 Please do not allow children to gather at the brook after school 
Year Group Time Area 
Reception 
 

3:00 Enter through reception gate 
Collect from reception classroom doors 
Leave through reception gate 

Year 1 and 2 2:50 Enter through main school gate 
Collect from classroom doors 
Leave through main school gate 

Year 3 and 4 3:00 Wait in the staff carpark – children will be sent out to you from the playground 

Year 5 and 6 2:50 Wait in the staff carpark – children will be sent out to you from the playground 

 



The road next to the school will continue to be closed; this will allow for families to queue safely. We 

will also be requesting that parents do not use the car park at the end of the school as we will be 

continuing to queue here too. 

Turn up on time rather than early or late.   

 

How can I help to prevent germs transferring from home to St. James’ and back 

again? 
 

The government continues to recommend that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring into 

School each day. We therefore request that children only bring the following essential items into 

school: 

 named book bag for YR-Y2  
 named water bottle 
 named healthy fruit/vegetable snack in a sealed container (Juniors only. Fruit will be provided 

for Infant snack) 
 named sunhat (weather permitting)  
 named coat  
 named lunch box (if they are not having a school lunch)  
 Pencil case which will remain in school (pencil, rubber, sharpener, ruler, glue, scissors, 

colouring pencils, felt tips) for Y3-6 
 

They should not bring any other non-essential items (such as toys, large bags etc) into school. 

 

Please can you continue to make sure your child washes their hands with soap and water prior to 

leaving home in the morning and as soon as they return home in the afternoon.   

 

The Government guidance for early years and school settings continues to state that PPE (personal 

protection equipment) is not necessary in a school setting and therefore should not be worn by staff 

or pupils within daily practice. As previously mentioned, evidence indicates that it puts children at 

higher risk of spreading germs and picking up germs if they wear face masks and PPE.  This is because 

children would find it difficult to wear face coverings comfortably and this results in them touching 

their face more often and thus spreading germs more easily.   

 

What should my child wear to school? 

 
 Children return to school in full uniform and PE kit (t- shirt, shorts/skort, pumps/trainers, 

tracksuit top and bottoms) on days that they have PE. 

 Bring a pair of wellingtons that can be left in school during the term to allow us to make use of 

them according to the weather conditions.  

 Coats and wellies will be kept in lockers – all other equipment including lunchboxes will be kept 

in the classroom. This will limit further movement. 

 

Does my child have to attend school from 8th March? 

School attendance will be mandatory for all pupils from 8th March. 



Children must therefore be in school unless a statutory reason applies (for example, your child has 
been granted a leave of absence, is unable to attend because of sickness, is absent for a necessary 
religious observance etc.) If your child’s absence does not meet the criteria it will be unauthorised 

We are hopeful that as parents/carers you will continue to trust that we will maintain our high levels of 

protective measures previously in place and that we will do everything we can to ensure that school 

remains as safe as possible whilst the virus is still prevalent.  

 

You should therefore continue to follow our normal attendance procedures from March and inform us 

on a daily basis if your child is unwell and therefore unable to attend school. 

 

Communication 

We need to limit the number of visitors to our school site. This means that parents will be required, 

where possible, to communicate via telephone or email. Unfortunately, we continue to be unable to 

welcome parents into school for parent information sessions, open mornings, class assemblies or 

tours of the school. Whilst this is sad – it is important as a means of keeping everyone safe. Staff will 

be available at the end of the day when you collect your child/ren but time then will be limited and 

public. 

This also extends to our school office – staff at the office have been asked to keep the window closed 

as much as possible when talking to you and we ask that wherever possible you communicate with 

the admin team via telephone or email. Long lines of parents wanting to drop off forgotten 

equipment or ask questions can place staff in unnecessary situations. 

Please use the following: 

Please either call the school 01242 516836 or email using the following addresses: 

Need Staff member Email Address 

General questions  
Covid related concerns 

Mrs Clarke, Mrs Iles & Mrs 
Martindale 

admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

Pastoral Support Mrs Wood kwood@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

Special Educational Needs  Mrs Dove rdove@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

Pupil Premium Mrs Mckenzie smckenzie@st-james-
pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

Contact with teachers – quick 
response 

Class teachers via admin team admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk  

Remote Education – quick 
response 

Remote Education team  admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

Confidential safeguarding 
concerns 

Mrs Harford Head@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk 

Confidential safeguarding 
concerns 

Mrs Smith csmith@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk  

Contact with Chair of Governors Mrs Kelley Sutton chair@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk  
 

 

What if my child still needs to shield or self-isolate due to medical advice? 

At St. James’, we recognise that: 

 
 a very small number of pupils will still be unable to attend in line with public health advice because 

they are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; or because they 
are in close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

mailto:admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
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mailto:rdove@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:smckenzie@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:smckenzie@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:Head@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:csmith@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
mailto:chair@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk


 shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1 August, subject to a continued decline in 
the rates of community transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This means that even the small 
number of pupils who will remain on the shielded patient list can also return to school, as can those 
who have family members who are shielding. Read the current advice on shielding 

 if rates of the disease rise in local areas, children (or family members) from that area, and that area 
only, will be advised to shield during the period where rates remain high and therefore they may be 
temporarily absent (see below). 

 some pupils no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a specialist 
health professional may need to discuss their care with their health professional before returning 
to school in September (usually at their next planned clinical appointment). You can find more 
advice from the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. 

Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health 
advice, we will ensure children are able to access our remote education provision.  

 

 

 

 

Changes to school for your child’s safety:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allocated areas 

to learn and 

play in 

Continued 

increased hand 

washing 

Where possible  

learning will take 

place outside 

Stricter 

illness policy 

Staggered drop 

offs and 

collection times 

One-way 

systems for 

parents and 

children 

Parental contact 

to be via 

phone/email 

New Home 

School and 

Behaviour 

Policy 

Remote 

meetings  

Staggered lunches 

to ensure social 

distancing in place 

Trips, visits 

cancelled 

Toilet 

management 

Seating in 

rows from Y3 

X3 staff areas to 

ensure social 

distancing 
Children 

kept in 

bubbles 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happens if my child shows symptoms of illness at 

school? 

Please ensure that your child does not attend school if they show 

symptoms of Covid19 https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/symptoms/ If your child shows symptoms of Covid19, even if you 

think they are actually struggling with another medical condition, 

they should not attend school.   

If children or staff become unwell during the day, we will continue to 

use our ‘medical room’ to isolate and treat).  Children will be 

supported by a trusted adult if they become unwell during the 

school day and you will be called to collect them.  We respectfully 

ask that you collect them as soon as you receive a call from us to 

keep all members of the St. James’ community safe and well.  Staff 

will use Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) when helping your 

child in this instance if they are unable to socially distance 

themselves whilst caring for your child. 

 

If your child or you show symptoms of Covid19, you should refer to the NHS website and arrange a 

test; https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-

check-if-you-have-coronavirus/  If your child is tested, we ask that you alert us at school and inform us 

immediately of the outcome of the test. If your child’s test is negative, they can return to school 

immediately (as long as they are feeling well enough).  Should a member of staff become unwell with 

COVID19 symptoms, they will also be referred for a test. Should the outcome of the test be positive, 

we will follow the advice from Public Health England (PHE) and advise you accordingly of the actions 

to be taken. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-

coronavirus 

School-run 

clubs cancelled 

 

External-run clubs 

will operate within 

the school and 

wider protective 

measures Staff to wear face 

masks in communal 

areas of the school 

Lateral Flow 

Testing twice 

weekly for staff 

Parents to wear 

face masks when on 

school site 
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If someone tests positive, they should follow the ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible 
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ and must continue to self-isolate for at least 7 days 
from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other 
than cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several 
weeks once the infection has gone. The 7-day period starts from the day when they first became ill. If 
they still have a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to 
normal. Other members of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 
 

If there is a confirmed case of Coronavirus at school: 

If someone in a class or group that has been asked to self-isolate develops symptoms themselves, 
within their 14-day isolation period, they should follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 
possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. They should get a test, and: 
 if the test delivers a negative result, they must remain in isolation for the remainder of the 14-day 

isolation period. This is because they could still develop the coronavirus (COVID-19) within the 
remaining days. 

 if the test result is positive, they should inform their setting immediately, and must isolate for at 
least 7 days from the onset of their symptoms (which could mean the self-isolation ends before or 
after the original 14-day isolation period). Their household should self-isolate for at least 14 days 
from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms, following ‘stay at home: guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ 

 
 
 

As a school, we would take swift action if we were to become aware that someone who has attended 
has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) and would contact the local health protection team. 
This team will also contact schools directly if they become aware that someone who has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the school – as identified by NHS Test and Trace. The 
health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close contact 
with the person during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to self-isolate.  
We will then send a letter out to all parents and staff if needed outlining the action to be taken.  

What will happen if my child needs to self-isolate due to a confirmed case of 

coronavirus in school? 
 

You should follow the advice provided earlier in this document should  you need to self-isolate due to 

a suspected or confirmed case of COVID19.  If your child does need to self-isolate, we will continue to 

ensure that remote education plans are available for them to continue to access our curriculum and 

planned learning opportunities at home.  This information will be outlined in more detail in our remote 

learning plan.  

 

What will happen if we have a further period of enforced school closure? 
 

In the event of a local outbreak, the PHE health protection team or local authority may advise our 

school or a number of schools to close temporarily to help control transmission. We have a 

contingency plan for this eventuality which includes continued development and provision of our 

high-quality, remote, education resources in line with our curriculum plans for each year group. 

 

What will happen for lunch? 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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From March, Caterlink, our caterers, will provide all children who wish to take up the offer, a free or 

paid hot school meal on a daily basis. Caterlink’s staff will continue to follow catering guidelines to 

ensure health and safety measures are adhered to during this time. Each year group will be where 

possible supported by the same mid-day supervisor team.  

 

 

What will the curriculum look like in September and how will any gaps in my child’s 

learning and progress be prioritised? 
 

We recognise that children have missed a significant proportion of the school year and therefore will 

not have engaged in all key learning opportunities within our broad and balanced curriculum. 

However, we also know that many children have continued to make good progress during this time 

with the support and commitment from you as parents, as you have worked tirelessly to support 

home learning during this time.   

We will continue to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which encourages our young children to 

apply their developing core skills.  Our focus within our curriculum design and planning continues to 

be based upon the following principles: 

 Supporting children with the rebuilding of friendships and social engagement. 

 Supporting children (and parents) with approaches to improving their physical and mental 

well-being (children will be engaging in regular physical education in their protective 

group/class, using the outdoor environment wherever possible). 

 Promoting a broad and balanced creative curriculum using both the indoor and outdoor 

environments to support learning is crucial at this stage of our young children’s development. 

 Developing children’s oracy skills – building their use of vocabulary (including technical and 

subject specific vocabulary) through a range of contexts and opportunities. 

 Systematic phonics teaching in Reception and KS1 which is reinforced across the curriculum 

through daily practice. 

 Reading – promoting a love of reading across the curriculum and providing children with the 

‘toolkit’ needed to develop their fluency. 

 Writing – developing children’s passion as writers who write for a range of purposes. Focusing 

Year group Lunch 

time 

Where will children eat and play? 

Tables and seating areas will be cleaned between sittings 
 

Reception 11:30-
12:30 

11:30 Eat in the dining room. 
Play in front Reception play area. 

Year 1 and 

Year 2 

11.30-

12:30 

11:30 Year 1 Eat in dining room seated in classes 

12:00 Year 2 Eat in dining room seated in classes 

Play in their year group in one of the zoned outdoor 

areas. 

Year 3 and 

Year 4 

12.30-

1:30 

12:30 Year 3 and 4 eat in the dining room. Seated in 

classes. 

Play in their year group in one of the zoned outdoor 

areas. 

Year 5 and 

year 6 

12.30-

1:30 

1:00 Year 5 and 6 eat in the dining room. Seated in 

classes. 

Play in their year group in one of the zoned outdoor 

areas. 



upon composition (what we write), presentation (how we write) and accuracy (use of spelling 

and grammar). 

 Maths – developing children’s understanding of place value, fluency in applying and solving 

number problems and developing reasoning. 

  

 

What about ‘After-School Club’ and school run clubs? 
 

Emma is planning to offer ‘After-School Club’ for all families who require this provision from March 

that already use her services – she will also be able to offer additional spaces for those that need it.  

We are keen to ensure that the protective measures are maintained and are planning for consistent 

groups of children to attend using a form of protective ‘bubble’ approach in phase teams.  

 

After-school club provision will commence in the first week back after Easter. There will again be 

limited club provision due to keeping children in bubbles. Clubs will be provided by external providers 

only and details will be sent to you prior to Easter. 

 

How can I prepare my child for the return to school? 

Don’t underestimate the changes that need to happen to prepare your child for getting back into the 

school routine – things have been very different for us all for a long time….and they’re still not back 

to ‘normal’.  We hope that their time in school in June and July at ‘Keeping In Touch’. To help your child 

make this transition, here are some things you may like to consider: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start getting up and 

ready at the time you’ll 

need to be ready for 

going to school – go 

out on your daily 

exercise at that time so 

that it feels normal to 

leave the house then. 

Talk about what you 

will be doing when 

they go back to school 

–be transparent about 

this and talk about 

feelings. 
Talk generally using 

these questions: 

What have you missed 

most? 

What are you looking 

forward to most? 

Who is the first person 

you’re going to chat? 

to? 

Discuss how you will 

keep them in your mind 

when they go into 

school….and ask them 

to keep you in their 

mind too. Read ‘The 

Invisible String’ by 

Patrice Karst 

https://www.youtube.c

om/watch?v=2rZNTFf3

5Aw 

 

Play turn taking games 

with them to get used 

to needing a bit more 

patience – soon they’ll 

be in a class of a lot 

more people and they 

won’t have the 1:1 

attention they’ve got 

used to.  

Make one of your daily 

exercises take you past 

the school –add a 

photo or drawing to 

our school fence and 

talk about how excited 

their teacher is to see 

them. 

Get back into bedtime 

routines at the time 

you usually go to bed 

on school nights – it 

takes a child about 8 

days to adjust to a new 

routine – start that 

soon.  Also, consider 

the amount of screen 

time your child is 

having and decrease it 

ready for school. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rZNTFf35Aw
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