
 

 

5th January 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

What an unexpected start to the new school term! After a huge amount of work we have 
pulled together the provision in line with the latest DFE expectations for both pupils in 
school and at home, for the forthcoming weeks. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding.  

The directive from the Department for Education, is that in Primary Schools there is an 
expectation of 3 hours learning per day and that of this learning, the core work will be 
equivalent to the English and maths teaching pupils would receive when in school. This does 
not mean though that children will receive 3 hours of live learning. Rather, there will be 
tasks set, with frequent and clear explanations of the new content children are learning. 
This might be from their class teacher or through sources such as a video, or a PowerPoint 
with a voice over to explain. These will sit alongside tasks pupils can do independently. 

On Wednesday 6th January remote learning will start for all of our pupils. As per previous 
communication we will be using the ‘Microsoft Teams’ platform to support remote learning. 
During the Autumn Term we were fortunate to not have any bubbles isolate, however this 
means that this is the first time many of you will have accessed this platform for remote 
learning. 
 
Download and Log onto TEAMs App 
 
We suggest that you download the ‘Teams’ app today and ensure that you can log on in 
preparation for tomorrow. Attached is a help sheet on how to do this. We advise that you 
download the ‘Windows app’ rather than open it in your ‘web browser’ as this enables you 
to see more participants in a live session. We have also found chrome is easier to use. 
Please see the attached guidance sheet  
 
If you need your log in details again please e-mail the office who will send you 2 separate e-
mails with the user name and password. 
 
Remote Learning at St James 
 
Teachers have been working very hard today to adapt this terms curriculum for you and  
your children to be able to access learning at home. There is an expectation that all children  
 
 



 

 

will attend all meetings and complete home learning set, in order for their learning to  
continue during this time. However, we are aware of the challenges this will bring and 
please do not hesitate to contact us via the admin e mail address: admin@st-james-
pri.gloucs.sch.uk. Please note that teachers will be incredibly busy with their new workload 
and will not be available via their e mails. 
  
A day of Remote Learning 
 
The structure of the day will start on Wednesday 6th January as follows: 
 
9am Welcome and daily start for all year groups 
Join the welcome meeting which you will be able to access on the Year Group Team posts 
page. This will be a chance for the teacher to welcome your child to the day and share what 
they will be doing that morning. If you are unable to attend this meeting, it will be recorded 
and can then be accessed on the posts page.  
 
Morning Learning 
Children to access learning via the assignments section and upload their work. As per our 
marking policy we will not be commenting on all work but will use it to inform future 
learning. In time, we will offer small group sessions to address misconceptions and move 
learning on. 
 
12:30 Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Afternoon Welcome  
 
1:30 Years 3-6 Afternoon Welcome 
 
Join the afternoon meeting which you will be able to access on the Year Group Team posts 
page, where the teacher will share what you will be doing in the afternoon. 
 
Afternoon Learning 
Children to access learning via the assignments section and upload their work. 
 
All work to be uploaded by 5pm 
 
Record of Learning 
 
From Wednesday 6th January you will be able to collect your child’s home learning book 
from the main office area. Please can all learning be recorded in this book and brought into 
school when we return as evidence of their learning and progress during this time.  
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Reading 
 
Please continue to read daily with your child. We will inform you of when we will be able to 
change reading books as we did during the summer term. Online reading books can be 
accessed via Oxford Owl for children who are on the reading scheme: 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 
 
Please can all Year 1 use Reading Eggs to support their reading. Your child’s username and 
password is in their reading record book. 
 
Internet safety 

Keeping children safe online when they are using technology remains a high priority for all 
of us. Please be assured that when we have suggested online platforms to support your 
child with home learning tasks, we have fully considered your child’s safety . If you have any 
concerns or questions about keeping your child safe online, the links below have some 
excellent advice and guidance for parents about how to ensure your child’s safety. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/ 

https://parentinfo.org/ 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers 

Throughout this ‘Lockdown', we will be in touch with our families, whether this will be 
through a check in phone call, feedback questionnaires or communication via Teams so that 
we can hear from you about how it is going and what else we can do to support you at this 
time, as well as with your child. 

We recognise that this is an anxious time for families and for children. Children may have 
some questions about Coronavirus. The illustrator of “The Gruffalo” has worked with some 
medics to produce a book for children that you could read together that may help with 
supporting their questions. https://nosycrowcoronavirus.s3-eu-west-
1.amazonaws.com/Coronavirus-ABookForChildren.pdf 
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As always, should you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact us 
via the school office. 

We miss you all already and the school has been too quiet today. We look forward to seeing 
you all again in person very soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs C. Smith 

Deputy Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 


