
 

 

6th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers                                                                                                                       
  
Welcome back to the start of term. First of all I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year! 
 
We thoroughly enjoyed seeing all of the children on Monday and were just as surprised as you were when 
Boris Johnson announced that schools would be closing to all but vulnerable children and Critical Workers 
from Tuesday! It is a real shame that we have been unable to have all children in to carry on with the excellent 
work started in the Autumn term; please be assured that we will do everything that we can to ensure that 
their education continues as best it can under the circumstances we have been placed under. 
 
We know that nothing beats being in school but will do over very best to guarantee continuity of education 
through our remote teaching offer. Walking around school today I witnessed first-hand happy, smiling 
children, engaging with their fellow classmates and working with their teachers both online and in class. 
How we work will undoubtedly evolve as we learn how the system works for you but we will communicate 
with you when we need to make changes or adapt our offer.  
 
Critical Worker/Vulnerable Pupils 
 
We now have well over a hundred pupils in school daily as the school remains open to children of critical 
workers and vulnerable children. I imagine you have already contacted us if you need for your child to be in 
school; if not and you meet the criteria and need childcare please email admin@. We unfortunately cannot 
accept children who do not fall into the category above, this has been stipulated by our Trust and supports 
the collective decision for admitting children across all Cheltenham schools. We are following the guidance 
set out by the government to ensure that the offer is fair and equitable to all. These numbers are already 
creeping up and with every admission we need to re-visit our risk assessment so will be admitting additional 
places on a weekly rather than daily basis.  
  
Free School Meals 
 
If your child qualifies for Free School Meals and is not in school then we will provide a hamper. Mrs. Wood 
will contact you directly to arrange this.  
  
Free Laptops 
  
You will have seen in the media that schools are being provided with laptops to deploy as necessary, 
unfortunately we are not able to access these as a primary school yet! I am promised access to request these 
soon. There is not an infinite amount, in fact, a very small number but we will be able to loan them out to 
families once we have them. We have the audits completed in September and will use these to offer the 
laptops to you.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Finally, I just wanted to say how reluctant we have been to take these measures; our staff would much 
prefer to teach the children face to face, contrary to what the press says! We appreciate that safety for our 
community is paramount and therefore we are rigidly following the guidance set out by the government 
and managing safety in and around school.  

We will do all that we can to support you and your children in the weeks ahead, we will provide all that we 
can for them and will help you in any way that we can. Please email us through admin with your questions 
and we will ensure that they get to the right person who can help. 

Lastly I would like to say thank you for your overwhelming support and positivity. The staff were very 
nervous leaping into the ‘live’ world this morning! You children were amazing (even offering some tech 
support to each other) and your comments have created a wonderful positive vibe across the school. Your 
thoughts and view really matter to us – we want to get it right! 

We are currently looking at what has gone well today, what we can improve and how we can tweak things 
to make life easier for everyone. We plan to send you a ‘TOP TIPS’ document later today which will hopefully 
help with login and chat issues. 

We wish you all a wonderful week, 

  
Regards, 
Mrs. Lisa Harford 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


