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First Parent Bookclub 
Thank you to all the parents who joined in the first parent book club this month. In 
spite of the initial technical difficulties, mea culpa, we spent over an hour talking 
about the Catherine Johnson book Freedom 1783 and much more. 


Lots of further reading suggestions were shared, linked to the text, and the new 
book for us all to read was also revealed. I’ll note a few suggestions here for 
those who might be interested but weren’t/ aren’t able to attend because of work 
commitments. If there is anyone else who would like to join us, please let me 
know and I can add you to the list. Everyone’s contribution is welcome, but 
equally if you feel shy and just want to listen, we’d love to have you there too. 
That is entirely how I felt when I first joined the Cheltenham Festival group, 
nervous that I’d be surrounded by experts and have nothing to add.


I record all the sessions and these are available to listen to for the following 2 
weeks. I appreciate everyone’s schedule is different and this does not mean you 
aren’t interested.


Some of the books below come with the caution that content is such that you 
might want to read first, before sharing with your child.
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Bookclub: book 2 
Juniper Greene lives in a walled city from which nature 
has been banished, following the outbreak of a deadly 
man-made disease many years earlier. While most people 
seem content to live in such a cage, she and her little 
brother Bear have always known about their resistance to 
the disease, and dream of escaping into the wild. To the 
one place humans have survived outside of cities. To 
where their mother is.


When scientists discover that the siblings provide the key 
to fighting the disease, the pair must flee for their lives. As 
they journey into the unknown, they soon learn that 
there's cruelty in nature as well as beauty. Will they ever 
find the home they’re searching for?


Please join us in reading this book so we can have lots of people to share 
our ideas with. 
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What we are reading: our school leadership team share 
their current reads 

Mrs. Harford: The Librarian of Auschwitz- Antonio Iturba 
Books are extremely dangerous. They make people think. And nowhere are they 
more dangerous than in Block 31 of Auschwitz, the children’s block…


Mrs. Smith: The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo- Stieg Larsson 
Forty years ago Harriet Vanger vanished. It’s time to find out why whatever the 
cost.


Mrs. Price: The Midnight Library- Matt Haig 
This book in 3 words is: “Sliding doors; opportunity; reflection”


Mr. Bradley: The Hogfather- Terry Pratchett 
Who wouldn't want to read a book about an anthropomorphic hog Santa, a 
drunken elf, the tooth fairy, verruca gnomes, the God of Hangovers, assassins 
and Death? 
Although fantasy may not be everyone's cup of tea, this book is about the 
importance of belief to make sense of the world... and Christmas (Hogswatch).

Mrs. Mckenzie: The Silent Patient- Alex Michaelides 
Alicia Berenson lived a seemingly perfect life until one day six years ago, when 
she shot her husband in the head five times. Since then she hasn’t spoken a 
single word. It’s time to find out why. 



2 DECEMBER 2020 UKS2 ENGLISH UPDATES

Books set around Christmas time: 

1. The Dark Rising- Susan Cooper (classic author) 
 

 It’s Christmas-time in the Stanton family house: presents, 
carol singing, good cheer. But for eleven-year-old Will 
Stanton, something sinister has begun, inching round his 
subconscious, shouting silent warnings he can't decipher. 
Then on Midwinter Day, Will wakes up to a different world: silent, covered in 
snow and ancient forest, a world of another time. A world where evil lurks.


2.  The Midnight Guardians- Ross Montgomery (contemporary author) 
 

When Col’s childhood imaginary friends come to life, he discovers a world 
where myths and legends are real. Accompanied by his guardians – a six-
foot tiger, a badger in a waistcoat and a miniature knight – Col must race to 
Blitz-bombed London to save his sister. 


But there are darker forces at work, even than the Nazi bombings. Soon Col 
is pursued by the terrifying Midwinter King, who is determined to bring an 

eternal darkness down over everything.


3.  Dogger’s Christmas- Shirley Hughes (personal favourite in my family) 

It's that special time of year: Christmas.

The time of carol-singing, tree-decorating, and of course lots of presents. 
But in the excitement of new toys, will Dave forget about his old friend, 
Dogger?


4. The Miracle on Ebenezer Street- Catherine Doyle (contemporary author) 

George and his family are not coping well with the death of his mother- and 
this year will be the third Christmas since she has gone. George’s dad is 
completely immersed in work and has given up on celebrating Christmas- 
in fact he forbids George and his Nana Flo from any form of celebration at 
all. Nana Flo is a bit subversive and sneaks George to the Christmas Fair at 
Hyde Park where he finds Marley’s Curiosity Shop in the little temporary 

stalls in the park. 


Magical adventure with beautifully drawn characters and great introduction to Dickens 
for a younger reader.
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Christmas present book ideas
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Gift Books 

5. Northern Lights- Philip Pullman  (it’s expensive but…just 
wow!)   

A stunning full-colour illustrated gift hardback to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of NORTHERN LIGHTS, with breathtaking art throughout by 
Chris Wormell.


 

6. Albert Einstein’s Theory of Relativity- Carl Wilkinson 

Understand how Einstein came to write the most famous equation in 
history and see how the world was changed forever.


Broken into 10 bite-sized chapters, this step-by-step journey through 
Einstein's mind takes his original manuscripts and makes them accessible 
to budding scientists everywhere.


Reluctant/Dyslexic Readers 

7. After the War- Tom Palmer 

The Second World War is finally over and Yossi, Leo and Mordecai are among 
three hundred children who arrive in the English Lake District. Having survived 
the horrors of the Nazi concentration camps, they've finally reached a place of 
safety and peace, where they can hopefully begin to recover.

But Yossi is haunted by thoughts of his missing father and disturbed by terrible 
nightmares. As he waits desperately for news from home, he fears that 

Mordecai and Leo - the closest thing to family he has left - will move on without him. Will 
life by the beautiful Lake Windermere be enough to bring hope back into all their lives?


 
8. World Burn Down- Steve Cole 

Carlos's mother works for IBAMA, Brazil's Environmental Authority. As head of 
a specially trained task force, her role is to protect the Amazon from the 
farmers, loggers and miners who are illegally destroying the precious 
rainforest. It's a dangerous role and when she upsets some of these land-
grabbers, they decide to teach her a lesson by kidnapping her son, Carlos. 
Taken deep into the Amazon, Carlos manages to escape his captors only to 
find himself trapped by the fast-moving fires. Will he be able to outrun the 

flames as the world around him burns to the ground?
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Non-Fiction 

9. Green Nation Revolution- Valentina Giannella 

Following on from the success of We Are All Greta, Green Nation 
Revolution explores what happens next in the fight against climate 
change. From the economy and new professions, to advanced 
technology and sustainable start-ups, learn how the world needs to 
change in order to secure its future, and find out what role you can play 
in that change. 

With in-depth text and data, and clear and detailed case studies this 
crucial book presents information in a scientifically accurate and easily 

accessible way. It will answer readers' questions on what comes next in our fight for the 
future. 

10. The Missing- Michael Rosen 
A personal, powerful and resonant account of the Holocaust by one of this 
country's best- loved children's authors. By turns charming, shocking and 
heart- breaking, this is the true story of Michael Rosen's search for his 
relatives who went missing during the Second World War - told through 
prose, poetry, maps and pictures.  

A poem from Year 5 written by Kamarah


He kicked me ’til I cried.

He made me sad and alone.

He made me insecure and left out.

He made me feel outnumbered and 
controlled.

She made me feel punished and 
hated.


She made me feel trapped with 
nowhere to go.

There is no one by my side.

I feel 

	 	 	 Alone. 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Children’s writing following 
anti-bullying week
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Year 6


Firstly, a poignant poem from Martha which should have been shared last time: 
too good not to feature in this edition.


I am the multi-coloured rubber 
Although I have been worn and 
rounded many times, 
I am still here. 

I am the fountain pen 
With only my right side being used; 
I long to be held differently. 

I am the giant paperclip 
Holding everything together; 
If one bit of paper gets loose, 

I am thrown in the bin. 

I am the last bit of graphite in a pencil 
That’s been around for years. 
Waiting and waiting to be crafted into 
a word; 
To be listed in a list of endless ideas; 
To be sketched into a drawing;  
Taking others to another world. 

Year Six were also busy being author and illustrators of their own picture books 
designed to help reception children understand big issues.


6


	Book club
	+ What we are reading
	reading List ideas for Christmas
	Anti Bullying
	Children’s work shared
	First Parent Bookclub
	Bookclub: book 2

