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Countdown 
to Christmas 
Christmas Fair preparations would normally be 
in full swing, but sadly this can’t go ahead this 
year. Instead, we hope you will support the few 
events we are able to put on to help us raise 
some much-needed funds for the school and 
keep our lovely community going strong. 
To keep everyone safe we are still doing most of our events virtually at the 
moment. In order to join in the fun you will need to be members of our 
closed Facebook group SJP PTA to enter competitions (please add it to your 

favourites and in 'Your Settings' turn all notifications on) and our website for buying 
tickets http://www.pta-events.co.uk/stjamespta (please bookmark the page). 

PTA National Elf 
Service Competition 

Fri 27 Nov, 3pm – Deadline for entries. 

After the success of the Pumpkin 
Competition the children have another 
chance to get creative! It’s time to get 
“Elfing around” by drawing or making/decorating 
their unique elf. We look forward to seeing the 
photos of the amazing creations! 

🎄 COMPETITION DETAILS 
•  Free entry to every St James’ year group. 
•  Your elf can be drawn or made out of things, and can be decorated 
   by colouring or sticking things to it or anything else you can think of! 
   (adult supervision always recommended!) 
•  The entry must be clean in nature and predominantly the work of a child.  

🎄 SUBMISSION DETAILS 
•  Take a photo of the elf (close up) and comment in the National Elf 
   Service Submission post with your child’s name, class and elf photo.  
•  Fri 27 Nov @ 3pm – Deadline for entries. 

🎄 PRIZE DETAILS 
•  All entrants will receive a certificate. 
•  There are two categories, with winners anonymously chosen by a 
   Special Guest Judge! 
•  Infant Prize Elf (1st, 2nd, 3rd place) 
•  Junior Prize Elf (1st, 2nd, 3rd place) 
•  They will each receive a £5 Amazon voucher which can be used on 
   Amazon Smile. When you spend your voucher you will be raising money 
   for the school! 
•  Winners will be revealed on Thu 3 Dec. We will contact the winners’ 
   parents to get an email address to email the voucher to.  

GOOD LUCK EVERYONE! 

 

PTA Christmas Raffle 
and PTA Bear Competition 
Fri 11 Dec, 4.30pm 

Although we cannot host our traditional Christmas Fair this 
year, we are still offering some much needed Christmas magic 
in the form of a Christmas Raffle and PTA Bear Competition! 
We have some truly amazing prizes this year, all donated by 
our fantastic parent business community! 

Raffle tickets will be coming home next week so please look out for them 
in your eldest child’s bag. We are sending 3 books to each family this year. 
Each ticket is £1, and books contain 5 tickets. Although we appreciate we 
are living in difficult times, we hope you will all support our Christmas 
Raffle. The Christmas Fair is usually the biggest fundraising event of the 
year, so we hope you will be able to sell an extra ticket or two to help 
make this the most successful raffle yet! We have even doubled the 
amount of prizes this year so you have more chance of winning a prize! 

Our A-Z of amazing raffle prizes: 
• All Things Beauty - £50 Gift Voucher 
• Ark and Box - 3 x A4 Hand Designed Prints 
• Baby Prints Cheltenham - Kids' Christmas Craft Box 
• Cotswold Bespoke Flooring - £100 Gift Voucher 
• David Christopher Jewellers - £250 Gift Voucher 
• Finn Telecom - £100 cash 
• Floella Interiors - £150 Virtual Design Gift Vouchers 
• Gloucester Rugby - Signed 2020/21 Gloucester Rugby Ball 
• Hatherley Worktops - 2x Quartz Chopping Boards 
• Helen Rackowe Pilates - 6x Group Pilates Classes 
• Infinite Balance - 5x 45m Personal Training Sessions 
• Laura Duggal Career Coach - Wellbeing Coaching Session (90m) 
• Moran's Eating House - £50 Gift Voucher 
• Officeworx - Stationery Hamper 
• Sci-MX Nutrition - Sports Nutrition Hamper 
• Teepee Takeovers - Party for 2 
• The Cotswold Mask Company - Family Set of Super Soft, 
   Organic Cotton, Reusable Face Masks 
• The Rum Ambassador - Rum Hamper & Virtual Cocktail Masterclass 
• Zigs' Exercise - 8x Gift Vouchers: (2x Yoga/Pilates Classes, 
  2x Back & Hip Care 2 Week Plan, 2x New Year Winter 
  Wellbeing 2 Week Plan, 2x Two 1hr Massages) 

The PTA Bear Competition entry form is at the end 
of this newsletter. Please print it off and ask your child 
to name our gorgeous bear, and give a reason for 
their choice. Complete the form and put it in a sealed 
envelope labelled ‘PTA Bear Competition’, along with 
the £2 entry fee. Post in the PTA Postbox in the school 
foyer by 3pm on Wed 9 Dec. 

Please remember to allow for social distancing when dropping things off. 
Copies of the Name the Bear Competition entry form and extra raffle 
tickets are available from the PTA Noticeboard in the school foyer. 

Thank you to the incredible generosity of all the local businesses who 
donated a prize for the raffle, and Kate Berry from Officeworx for 
donating our lovely bear. Winners of the raffle prizes and bear will be 
announced at 4.30pm on Fri 11 Dec on our SJP PTA Facebook page. 
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PTA Christmas Family 
Logo Quiz 
Fri 27 Nov – Fri 8 Jan 

The annual family quiz is back!  

This eagerly-awaited logo quiz brings the whole family together over the 
Christmas break as all generations of the family try to work out which logos 
are pictured. This is a great way to help keep the extended family feeling 
close this Christmas, even if you can’t physically meet up. Quiz sheets cost 
£4 each, and are available from Nathalie Dawson, by the tree outside the 
main school gate each morning. All completed quiz forms must be 
posted in the PTA Postbox by 3pm on Fri 8 Jan. 

First prize this year is an amazing Samsung A10 Black Tablet, 
(RRP £159) which was kindly donated by Mark Warr from David 
Christopher Jewellers (SJP parent business). Many thanks to Ruby 
and co. at The Butterfly Box, Hatherley Park, who have kindly 
donated a family of 4 hot drink vouchers for our second place family. 

Virtual Lego Card Swap Shop 
Fri 27 Nov, 3pm – Deadline 

Sainsbury’s Bath Road have very kindly donated some Lego 
books and cards, which we are selling to raise funds on our 
SJP PTA Facebook group. 

If you are interested and need some cards to complete your collection, 
or have any spares you are happy to part with please contact Nathalie 
Dawson by commenting on the SJP PTA Virtual Lego Card Swap Shop 
Facebook post. Prices are £2 for as many cards as you need or £5 for a 
book and full set of cards (while stocks last). 

After 27 Nov we will be donating any surplus cards to the Children’s 
Centre at Gloucester Royal Hospital, so that children in hospital over 
the Christmas period can have some enjoyment from them. 

PTA Popcorn Clubs 
Unfortunately we have had to cancel our Fri 27 Nov Popcorn Club due 
to the current lockdown, and at the moment we still don’t know if any 
further Popcorn Clubs can go ahead this side of Christmas. As soon as 
we have news we will let you know on our SJP PTA Facebook page. 

PTA AGM 
Tue 1 Dec, Online, 7.30-8.30pm (2 of 6) 

Our AGM is when we take the opportunity to review the last year’s 
fundraising, elect our three main posts of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer 
and discuss ideas for moving forward. PTA Nomination Forms for these 
three posts (see October’s PTA Newsletter) need to be posted in our PTA 
Postbox by 3pm today. This year we will also be bringing in a new PTA 
Constitution to bring us up-to-date with the times. 

New parents are always welcome to our meetings! Please contact us if you 
would like to attend this meeting in advance by emailing Nathalie Dawson 
at stjamesprimarypta@yahoo.com so we can send you the private Zoom 
meeting link. We look forward to welcoming you J 

 
PTA Facebook Enterprise 5 Sale 
Thu 10 Dec, Online, 4pm (2 of 3) 

Our second Facebook Enterprise 5 Sale is taking place soon. We will 
be selling nativity costumes and Christmas jumpers, along with coats, 
sportswear and football kits, trainers, football boots and wellies. 

If you have any of these that you would like to donate before the sale 
please bag them up, label them ‘Enterprise 5’, and leave it in the 
PTA Dropbox in the school foyer. Please remember to allow for social 
distancing when dropping things off. Many thanks. 

PTA Preloved Uniform Sales 
In the absence of our usual half-termly Preloved Uniform Sales on site 
we now offer you Preloved Uniform via Facebook (SJP PTA)! 

Take a look at the Preloved Uniform post and comment detailing the items 
you would like to buy. Collect them at school drop off any morning of the 
week from Nathalie Dawson, opposite the main scooter park gates. 
(Cash only please). 

Preloved uniform donations always welcome in the PTA Dropbox 
(school foyer). Reds, whites, greys and PE kit. Please keep them coming! 

PRICES:  
£1: Brand New Water Bottles            £1: Book Bags / PE T-shirts / Polos  
£2: Summer Dresses / Greys             £2.50: Cardigans / Jumpers 

SJP PTA Selling Group 
Our new SJP PTA Selling Group on Facebook is proving a 
great success, so please join and invite your SJP friends! 

Being part of this group will make buying and selling an enjoyable 
experience with a more reliable and respectful audience, and easier 
handovers at school drops offs and pick ups. Your support helps us to 
raise money, be more sustainable, reduce waste and strengthen our 
St James' parent and teacher community. 

GROUP MEMBERSHIP REQUIRES YOU TO: 
1. Be a current/former SJP parent/family member 
   or current/former member of staff. 

2. Pay the annual membership donation. 

3. Read and agree to the group rules (see SJP PTA Facebook post for full details). 

4. Adhere to coronavirus safety guidelines – www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DONATION: 
Membership of the group requires an annual donation of minimum 
£5 (membership runs from Sep-Aug). You can join anytime throughout the 
year. If you wish to donate more you are more than welcome! 

ONLINE: St James’ Primary School PTA, 01171445, 40-17-53. 
Ref: Surname, Facebook. 

CASH: Post money in a labelled envelope (Surname, Facebook) 
in the PTA Postbox (school foyer). 

Membership to the Facebook group will be approved once we can 
establish your connection to the school and your annual membership 
donation must be received within a month of you joining. 
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PTA Event Dates 2020 
Term 2 & 3 
TERM 2 - DATE EVENT TIME 

Fri 27 Nov 
PTA Popcorn Club (Y1 & Y2 Bubble) 
Film – Arthur Christmas CANCELLED 

Fri 27 Nov 
PTA Facebook Christmas National Elf 
Service Competition Deadline 3pm 

Fri 27 Nov Virtual Lego Card Swap Shop Deadline 3pm 

Fri 27 Nov PTA Christmas Family Logo Quiz Launch 8.25am-3pm 

Tue 1 Dec 
PTA AGM (2 of 6) 
Online – Everyone Welcome! 7.30-8.30pm 

Thu 3 Dec 
PTA Facebook Christmas National Elf 
Service Comp Winners Announced 8.25am-3pm 

Fri 4 Dec 
TBC 

PTA Popcorn Club (Y3 & Y4 Bubble) 
Film – Nativity! 3-5pm 

Thu 10 Dec 

PTA Facebook Enterprise 5 Sale (2 of 3) 
– Nativity Costumes / Christmas Jumpers 
/ Sportswear 4pm 

Fri 11 Dec 
TBC 

PTA Popcorn Club (Y5 & Y6 Bubble) 
Film – Nativity! 3-5pm 

Fri 11 Dec 
Facebook PTA Christmas Raffle Draw & 
Bear Competition Winner Announced 4.30pm 

 

TERM 3 - DATE EVENT TIME 

Fri 8 Jan 
PTA Christmas Family Logo Quiz 
Deadline 3pm 

Mon 11 Jan 
PTA Christmas Family Logo Quiz 
Winners Announced 3pm 

Fri 29 Jan PTA Mufti Day (3 of 6) – £1 donation 8.25am-3pm 
 

Latest PTA Fundraising 
Here are the latest totals and thank yous for our fundraising so far this 
term. Every little bit you are able to give makes such a difference to 
the school and all really adds up. 

Bag2School (2) – £333 
Enterprise 5 Scary/Sporty Sale – £148.50 
PTA Pumpkin Parties – £120 
Christmas Card Project – £867.06 
Facebook Preloved Uniform Sales – £528 
SJP Facebook Selling Group – £430 

Our Pumpkin Competition Winners are: 
Infants: 1 – Alex B, 2 – Isabella B, 3 – Grace E 
Juniors: 1 – Oliver P, 2 – Florence D, 3 – Rupert W 
Well done to our winners and everyone who joined in, we absolutely 
loved seeing all your creations. A certificate to print out and fill in was 
emailed out by school on 16 Nov. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped us with our fundraising so far. 
Special thank yous to Clare and Gary Freeman Zigs' Exercise (SJP parent 
business) for donating their time and energy for the Pumpkin Parties, and 
Majella McLoughlin for sorting the Christmas Cards again this year. 

 
Online shopping 
With Christmas coming up and many of us shopping online 
due to the current lockdown, please sign up to the following 
two organisations and help us raise much needed funds for 
the school. It’s totally free to you and every donation counts! 
Amazon Smile: Raise money when shopping at 
Amazon at no cost to you. Register and support 
‘St James' Primary School Parent Teacher Association’. 
www.smile.amazon.co.uk 

Easy Fundraising: Raise money when 
shopping online with over 4,300 online 
retailers including John Lewis, Argos, 
Uswitch, eBay and M&S at no cost to you. 
Register and support ‘St James' Primary School PTA – Cheltenham’, 
and activate the donation reminder. www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

Plus, by using the link below, once you’ve signed up and raised £5 in 
donations, easyfundraising will give us an extra £5 bonus donation. 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjcheltenham/?invite=XR
WSCW%26referral-campaign=s2s&utm_content=stwrm2-facebook 

Please Help Us Win £1000! 
Please help us to win £1000 by nominating St. James’ Primary PTA. 
Ecclesiastical’s ‘Movement For Good – 12 Days of Giving event’ will 
draw 10 charities at random each weekday from 7-22 December 2020, 
and they will each receive £1000. We have 120 chances to win! 

The form is filled in ready for you to nominate us! Please open the link 
below, scroll to the bottom and add your details. Or visit SJP PTA on 
Facebook and search for the Ecclesiastical post. 
https://www.movementforgood.com/12days/index.php?cn=1061151&
ct=education_and_skills&fbclid=IwAR0M07ReJJ-87Ll4iit6iDW5lI-
6TRN6U75CA1cKtxCHYgN3UUtTeNUnwW4 

Please also share with your network to get us more nominations! 

PTA Role Vacancies 
Eco Hub Team – We have a real focus on recycling at present, to help 
make our children’s future as bright as possible, so we are looking for a 
team of a few people who can help maintain our Eco Hub. It’s minimal 
work of keeping the area tidy, and boxing up the recycling once a month 
to transport. So far Mrs Thayer has been single handedly doing this so we 
thought it would be great to add our support. As well as helping the 
planet and teaching the children how important it is to recycle, other 
charities such as Guide Dogs for the Blind and LINC benefit from the 
money raised from this, so it’s a really worthwhile role. Look out for 
exciting changes to the Eco Hub area over the coming months! 

We are also still looking for an Infant Disco Coordinator. If you would be 
interested to know more information or would like to help with any of 
these roles please email Nathalie Dawson as soon as possible at 
stjamesprimarypta@yahoo.com. 

Thank You for your continued support of the PTA, and we 
hope the children enjoyed their Mufti Day today! J 



St James’ Primary PTA 

Bear Competition 
£2 entry 

What do you think our 
lovely bear’s name should 
be and why?  

The winning name  
takes home the bear! 

We are looking for a brilliant name for our bear 
and would like your child to come up with one 
and tell us why they chose it. 

 

Bear’s Name: 

Why did you choose this name? 

 

 

Child’s Full Name: 

Child’s Class: 

Parent’s Name & Mobile No:  

Please put this completed form, along with the £2 entry fee, inside a sealed 
envelope marked ‘PTA Bear Competition’. Please post in the PTA Postbox in the 
school foyer no later than 3pm on Wed 9 Dec 2020. 

The winner of the bear will be announced at 4.30pm on Fri 11 Dec 2020 on our 
SJP PTA Facebook page, along with our Christmas Raffle. 

Please remember to allow for social distancing when dropping things off at school. There are copies of this 
entry form available from the PTA Noticeboard in the school foyer. An independent ‘special guest’ will judge 
the entries. The winner will be announced on Facebook and contacted by text to arrange collection. A huge 
thank you to Kate Berry and Officeworx for donating our lovely bear (1m tall).  


