
Welcome all to the first UKS2 E.U. of 
the new school year 
For those who are new, this will be the first of several updates 
throughout the year to keep you in the loop with all things 
linked to reading and writing. For those who have been readers 
before, it is lovely to be able to welcome you back. Here you will 
find a variety of items such as book recommendations; 
competitions to enter; students’ poetry and information from 
the Cheltenham Literature Festival’s programme. 

Book to try reading for Autumn 

First I’d like to start with a book recommendation 
for October and what better than this book from 
Katya Balen. 

Plot synopsis: October and her dad live in the 
woods. They sleep in the house Dad built for them 
and eat the food they grow in the vegetable 
patches. They know the trees and the rocks and the 
lake and stars like best friends. They read the books 
they buy in town again and again until the pages 
are soft and yellow - until next year's town visit. 
They live in the woods and they are wild. And that's 
the way it is.Until the year October turns 
eleven.That's the year October rescues a baby owl. 

It's the year Dad falls out of the biggest tree in their 
woods. The year the woman who calls herself October's mother comes back. The 
year everything changes.  

If you’d like to ‘try before you buy’ please visit the Love reading 4 kids site to 
download and read an excerpt: https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/
17450/October-October-by-Katya-Balen.html . You do need to sign up for an 
account to do so, but I find this to be a trustworthy site to source 
recommendations that are age and content appropriate, with lots of information 
about new books, prize winners and chat about all things to encourage reading. 
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English Updates 
YEAR 5/6 OCTOBER 2020

Writing 
competition: 

Twist on a Tale 

The theme is a 
story about 

someone in your 
local community 
who has made a 
difference.  Max 
words are 1000 
but you could 

write in different 
styles and 

produce e.g. a 
flash fiction piece 

of 350 words. 
Unleash your 

creativity and put 
pen to paper! 

Entries submitted 
by parents before 

27.11.20 
Good luck! 

Details can be 
found here: 

https://https://
www.pearson.co
m/content/dam/

one-dot-com/one-
dot-com/uk/

https://https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/campaigns/writing-competition/MyTwistOnATale_EntryPack_Web.pdf
https://https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/campaigns/writing-competition/MyTwistOnATale_EntryPack_Web.pdf
https://https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/campaigns/writing-competition/MyTwistOnATale_EntryPack_Web.pdf
https://https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/campaigns/writing-competition/MyTwistOnATale_EntryPack_Web.pdf
https://https://www.pearson.com/content/dam/one-dot-com/one-dot-com/uk/documents/campaigns/writing-competition/MyTwistOnATale_EntryPack_Web.pdf
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17450/October-October-by-Katya-Balen.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17450/October-October-by-Katya-Balen.html
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/book/17450/October-October-by-Katya-Balen.html
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ENGLISH UPDATES 12 FEBRUARY 2020

Bookclub with a difference: 
parents’ opportunity! 
This year bookclub will, by necessity, look a little different. For Year 5s 
new to UKS2 we usually like to run several bookclubs at lunchtime for 
students to join for a ‘feed and read’ session where we talk about books 
which have been recommended to us through the Cheltenham 
Literature Festivals. Currently the conditions we are operating under, due 
to COVID, mean this is not yet going to be on offer.  

However, what I would like to provide instead is a way to support both 
parents and children with their reading by offering a bookclub for 
parents via zoom/teams, while for the children to share the books as 
recommendations with chat in class on a more casual/incidental way as 

well as integrating some of the texts into class as part of our English provision. I am really keen  
we will still retain our identity as a community of readers but am mindful of what obstacles 
there are currently. 

For the parents who are interested, your commitment would be to read 5 books over the 
course of the year (one is a picture book) and attend zoom meeting at 5 intervals to discuss 
them. Meetings would be scheduled for no more than an hour and would take place after 
school at about 4pm. I would like to run the meetings in the way we do at our Cheltenham 
Festival meetings and to discuss the books in the way we do in the children’s club (they are 
very sophisticated!) with the intention of supporting you with ways to talk about books with 
your children which is more about developing book conversations through a ‘tell me..’ 
approach, rather than the ‘why..?’ which we often fall back on; more on this later.  

I attended the launch meeting on October 5th, and already know the text which would be our 
first read of the year; I’m itching to share it. The first online discussion meeting would be late 
November/early December. If this is of interest to you, and you would like to take part, please 
email admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk , as per our school approach, and address your email 
f.a.o. Jane Avery; the office will forward them to me. If I could ask for all those who would like 
to register their interest, to do so by the 14th October 2020. The easy bit will be sharing 
the name of the book, the tech could be more exciting but never insurmountable. 

mailto:admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk
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Book to pre-order 

by Onjali Q Raúf author of Boy at The Back of the Class- released on 15th October 

The boy's an absolute menace.' 
'He's a bully. A lost cause!' 
'Why can't he be more like his sister?' 
 
I've been getting into trouble for as long I can remember. Usually I don't mind 'cos 
some of my best, most brilliant ideas have come from sitting in detention. 
But recently it feels like no one believes me about anything - even when I'm telling 

the truth! And it's only gotten worse since I played a prank on the old man who lives 
in the park. Everyone thinks I'm just a bully. They don't believe I could be a hero. But I'm going to prove 
them all wrong... 

Told from the perspective of a bully, this book explores themes of bullying and homelessness, while 
celebrating kindness, friendship and the potential everyone has to change for the good. 

What we are reading:  
A new feature for our updates where we share what the teachers of your children are 
currently enjoying. This edition includes the reads from the UKS2 teachers. 

Jane Avery: The Other Americans, Laila Lalami (A sensitive novel set in small-town America lays 
bare simmering tensions over migration); Spoon-fed, Tim Spector (non-fiction read); Elsetime, 
Eve McDonell (children’s read) 

Fran Allen: A Gentleman in Moscow, Amor Towles (Can a life without luxury be the richest of 
all?) 

Sarah McKenzie: I am Pilgrim, Terry Hayes (Story of one man’s breakneck race against time to 
save America from oblivion) 

Rachel Hughes: The Midnight Library, Matt Haig (A library where all your possible lives line the 
shelves) 

Adrian Kellers: Star Wars Aftermath, Chuck Wendig  

Maiken Reiner: Herkunft, Saša Stanišič (A young man’s story of home, origin and fl ight-German 
only at the moment look out when it is translated into English)



The Covid Monster –Maximo  
The Covid monster, 
It clings to its victim, 
Like a spider crawling on a web, 

It drags you under the glittering  
water like a crocodile. 

You plead for wellness, 
But it won’t let go. 

Year 5 
 

Courtesy - Rayhan  
I’m a nervous guy who’s terribly, 
do me  
the following courtesy and  
don’t look me  in  
the sorrowful  
eye. 

Michaelah D 
I am the green light on a traffic light 
Because I show you the positive way. 
I am the ink in a pen 
Because I stand out. 
I am a map 
Because I help you when you are stuck. 
I am a please and thank you 
Because I appreciate others. 
I am the magic of a rainbow 
Because I bring the light out in everyone. 
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National Poetry Day 2020  
We celebrated Poetry Day across UKS2 classes on the 1st October, which also coincided 
with the first day of Black History month. Influenced by this, we decided to 
feature a couple of poets, for our composition and performance inspiration, 
who represented the rich diversity of our country. 

I am a Writer came from The Werewolf Club Rules-  

There are things that Lurk in the Library  from Overheard in a 
Tower Block  both Joseph Coelho  

and  The City of My Birth and Peer Pressure both came from 
Rhythmn and Poetry- Karl Nova 

Below you will find a few examples of the children’s responses to verse, and I 
know some classes have recorded the children’s performances which we will be sharing them 
via the school secure YouTube channel for you to enjoy; sadly you did not have the 
opportunity to come in and see them live this year.



I am an Artist- Tia  

I am an artist, 
Bringing colour to life. 

I am an artist, 
Making my paintbrush dance across the 
page. 

I am an artist, 
Creating worlds on a piece of paper. 

I am an artist creating emotion, 
Picking people up and pulling them 
down. 

I am an artist, 
Making people and animals come to life 
on a piece of paper. 

I am an artist, 
Expressing my soul. 

I Am Science- Juni 

I am science, 
Time, space links life and nothing. 

I am emotion, 
Of every colour dull or radiant in feeling. 

I am balls of cotton, 
Drifting through blue clear, endless 
blue. 

I am nature, 
Green shoots pushing aside the earth 
striving for life. 

I am a storm, 
Ribbons, streaks of light from a grey sky. 

I am a river, 
Flowing, streaming a deep heart secretly 
beating. 

I am everything, 
I am an imaginer. 

Year 6 

I am an artist- Amy 

I am a blank canvas 
Waiting to be coated in colour. 

I am the sweep of a paintbrush 
Turning old sketches 
Into something bright and beautiful. 

I am the key in the door 
Showing the world 
What they have never seen before. 

I am the pages of a book 
Slowly revealing 
The mysteries of art. 

I am the keys on a piano 
Alone they are silent 
But together they are magnificent. 

I am a dancer  
Telling the world a story 
In my own unique way. 

I am a badminton player- Callie 

I am a racket 
Waiting to be swiped 
Through the air. 

I am a soaring shuttlecock 
Wishing to fly 
Above the trees. 

I am the swaying net 
Rebounding. 

I am the comfy shoes 
Never standing still. 

I am the lush green grass 
Flattened by hundreds of feet. 
I am the point board 
Going up by one 
Every few seconds. 
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