
Codes and Quilt Art

Listen to sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt. 

Notice the pictures – what looks different 

about them?

This is historical American 

fiction.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLmiRkdIWI0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLmiRkdIWI0








An example of a Freedom Quilt



Here are 

some of the 

symbols 

believed to 

be used in 

American 

Quilting 

during the 

Slave Trade 

era.



Secret Code Patterns





Your Task – Design a Quilt Square

 During Corona Virus the rainbow has undoubtedly become a symbol 

people display in their windows to offer hope to people.

 We would like you to design your own quilt square on paper initially – to 

be 20cm by 20cm.

 It should contain symbols PERSONAL to you during lockdown.  Try not to 

over complicate the images – remember it is a SYMBOL to represent 

something and not a picture.

 So the bears paw symbol does not actually look like a real life bear paw 

but the image is representative of that.

 I would suggest aim for up to 5 symbols to represent you lockdown so 

the square does not become too complicated. 



Next step…

 If you have time over the summer we would be 

delighted if you could transfer your symbols onto a 

piece of clean 20cm x 20cm material (this could even 

be an old clean duster or T-shirt)

 You could draw your symbols onto the fabric or have a 

go at using your cross stitch skills, or try embroidery or 

indeed quilting!

 We hope to sew together these quilt squares into one 

big quilt which collectively represents our Year 5 

lockdown experience and can be hung in our corridor 

as a piece of art next year.



For further historical information watch 

this clip of Harriet Tubman 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/true-stories-harriet-tubman/zbh8mfr

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/true-stories-harriet-tubman/zbh8mfr


For fun here are some of the symbols you 

could print or replicate to decorate in your 

own time…










