
VIKINGS: 
Invaders and 

Settlers 

Last week you worked on code in Artemis Fowl. The Vikings invaded 
Britain with their own language and a system of RUNES which will 
learn more about today.

Here’s your brief introduction to who the 
Vikings were.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0Qn
Gvl3rJo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0QnGvl3rJo


MONDAY – ANCIENT RUNE DECODING



Language of Ancient Runes

The Vikings are often portrayed as illiterate, uncultured barbarians who 

evinced more interest in plunder than in poetry. In fact, the Vikings left behind 

a great number of documents in stone, wood and metal, all written in the 

enigmatic symbols known as runes. They relied on these symbols not only for 

writing but also to tell fortunes, cast spells, and provide protection.

Early Germanic tribes of northern Europe were first to develop runes, but the 

Scandinavians soon adopted the symbols for their own use. When the 

seafaring Vikings travelled to faraway lands, they brought their system of 

writing with them, leaving runic inscriptions in places as distant as Greenland.

Wherever they went, Vikings turned to runes to express both the poetic 

("Listen, ring-bearers, while I speak/Of the glories in war of Harald, most 

wealthy") and the prosaic ("Rannvieg owns this box"), inscribing them on 

everything from great stone monuments to common household items.



Runic Alphabet
The runic alphabet, or Futhark, gets its name from its first six sounds (f, u, th, a, r, k), much like the word 

'alphabet' derives from the first two letters of the Greek alphabet, alpha and beta. Each rune not only represents 

a phonetic sound but also has its own distinct meaning often connected with Norse mythology (see clickable 

alphabet at left). Scholars believe that early peoples used the runes originally as a means of communication 

and only later for magical purposes.







Answers



Tuesday - Invasions
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/vikings-invaders-settlers/zj9jxyc

Watch the clip to find out about the 
first Viking invasions.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/vikings-invaders-settlers/zj9jxyc


Tuesday – Where did the Vikings invade from?

Task – Print page. 
Create key as 
below and label.



Answer



Wednesday - Viking Chronology
Learn about the Viking Homelife: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0118b7g

Using the following slide and any other key dates you have found that you would like to add create a linear 
timeline of the Vikings.  You can add illustrations if you wish.

The image below just gives you an example of layout.

The dates are clearly marked along the central line.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0118b7g




Thursday – Viking Ships
Watch 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011893p

TASK - Create a cardboard 3D Viking longboat.

You will need to print the pdf image and ideally put it on 
card for strength. You could use an old cereal packet.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011893p


Friday – Viking Trade
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01188m4Watch.  

TASK - Then create a labelled illustration of a 
Viking shop and show what it would sell.

You could create a form of money to use for 
trading and price items

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01188m4


Images of Viking trade

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zw3qmp3

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zw3qmp3


Tuesday pm- Art task - Chris Riddell toilet roll 
characters



Viking Images for Toilet Roll Army


