
 

 

                                 
                 25th June 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Reports, transition, summer and September updates! 
 
 
Annual School Reports 
 
The staff have completed your child’s annual reports which are ready to be handed out tomorrow. You will 
also receive a letter that will outline what is included in the report and I am sure you will understand the 
government have stipulated that attendance and attainment data are not reported on this year. The 
difficult job is getting reports to you in a timely manner. We have decided that we would like you to collect 
your report unless you child is in school on Friday or during next week. We have chosen not to email (a 
challenge to ensure that the right report is emailed to the right person with 420 to send out and concerns 
about getting to inboxes) or to post (added costs). Therefore we hope that this will help: 
 

 Children in school on Friday or at any time next week will be sent home with them. 

 Children NOT in school in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 can collect any morning from Friday until 
the end of next week (3rd July) 

 Children NOT in school in Y3, 4, 5 and 6 can collect any afternoon from Friday until the end of next 
week (3rd July) 

 If you have more than one report to collect please feel free to collect all of them on a visit 
 

Reports need to be collected from the school office. This year there is no return form. Teachers will be 
ringing all families again between now and July so you can discuss the report with them when they call. 
Teachers can only call when in school and using school phones as this supports our Trust’s safeguarding 
approach so please be patient. 
 
Transition 
 
Unfortunately we are unable to offer transition this year, the staff are currently trying to plan ‘creative’ 
ways of communicating with the children via Padlet etc. and we will share this at a later date. Public Health 
England have been very clear that teachers cannot swap between bubbles and children cannot join 
different bubbles without time in between before returning – this makes the gathering of classes together 
impossible. We have tried really hard to look at ways of getting them together outside but it will still break 
the integrity of the bubble and the last thing we want is to ignore any rules and guidance offered. We have 
also been advised against formal transition for our new reception intake this term. Please be reassured that 
we will provide your children with the nurture and support that they need when we start back next 
academic year. If you have any concerns please talk to us. Mrs Wood is available to contact before the 
summer holidays. 
 
 
 



Summer Holidays 
 
The message from the DfE and the Local Authority is that schools are not expected to be open during the 
summer holidays and instead those in need of childcare provision should be considering alternative 
avenues. I know the Emma at the school based After School Club has contacted all of you that use her 
service for care– she will be contacting the wider school if she has any additional space available.  
Alternatively the LA have updated their childcare provider list on the family services website which can be 
accessed here. The DfE have not yet updated their public guidance which we await.  
 
Therefore our last day will be Friday 17th July and we will be closing from 2:40 – 3:00pm 
 
I am sure you are aware, despite some ill-conceived press articles that school staff, particularly here at St. 
James’ have gone above and beyond what has been required of them. We have all worked through our 
holidays which we have forsaken, spending a huge amount of time planning learning for all children that 
works for everyone. Staff have been in school from day 1, putting themselves at greater risk than other 
professions, they have set up home learning, answered emails, supported families, delivered lunches, 
hampers, work, games, resources, changed reading books, supported pastoral needs, continued with 
professional’s meetings, taken part in national training, completed paperwork for individuals, planned for 
next year, written reports and even moved furniture and spray painted the floor markings! Staff have 
worked very long hours, with little time off and I, for one, am ready for some time out with my family. We 
hope that you fully understand the need for the care of children to be handed over to another group of 
professionals to allow us to refuel ready for another year ahead. 
 
September Opening 
 
We have not yet received any additional guidance or information regarding a full opening in September. 
Schools are under the impression that it is likely that all children are back if the scientific guidance supports 
it, however we will only be able to update you on this when we are given formal notification of how we are 
required to open. Staff will be spending part of their holidays preparing for reopening which will mean that 
we are ready to welcome you all back, this includes the preparation of the physical space (the jigsaw of 
putting the school back together) and the curriculum that supports learning after Covid19 (emotional and 
academic). Here at St. James’ we are praying for a full reopening as we miss not being together as one big 
family. 
 
Separate information has gone out to our new reception intake and we are also planning for a full opening 
for them too.  
 
Warmest regards, 
 
 

 
 
Lisa Harford 
Head 
 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/children-young-people-and-families/family-information-service-fis/

