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MONDAY



HAMLET LIVES FOREVER

• This week’s inspiration began with  the book: Hamnet, Maggie O’Farrell which has been 
shortlisted for the Women’s Prize for fiction and is next on my TBR (to be read) pile.

• For this work you will need to listen to a story inspired by the 

• Shakespeare play, Hamlet, which has been written by Horatio Clare.

• To find the story, please click on this link to BBC Schools Radio

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-shakespeare-retold-hamlet-lives-
forever/zfwvpg8



P4C DISCUSSION- IN CLASS/WITH 
YOUR FAMILY
• Shakespeare tells his son Hamnet that the play of Hamlet will live forever because after 

Shakespeare is dead it will be acted on stages for years and years to come. He was right. 
Hamlet is the most famous play in the world, 400 years after Shakespeare’s death. It is kept 
alive every time it is performed.

• What is a legacy? 

• Can you think of any famous people who have left legacies?

• Many years after your death, what will your legacy be?

• How do you hope that you will leave an impact on the world?



WRITTEN OUTCOME

• In the re-telling, Shakespeare tells Hamnet that he likes ‘thinking about you, and the kind of 
man you might have been.’ 

• Think about the kind of man or woman you might be in the future. 

• Create a ‘bucket-list’ of ten things you want to achieve in the future. 

• Think about yourselves as ‘seeds which will grow to be great men and women’ (as Shakespeare 
says to Hamnet in the re-telling).



TUESDAY



LETTER WRITING

• Using your bucket list of things you want to in the future, imagine you have reached the ripe 
old age of 30 and you have managed to achieve some of the things on your bucket list.

• Write a letter to your current self with advice on how you managed to achieve what you have 
done. 

• What were the impediments (barriers) you met and had to overcome? 

• What were the significant highs and lows along the journey?

• What advice did you wish you received to make your life easier?

• .



LETTER WRITING

• This is a creative writing task which will be most successful if it resonates with your reader, so  discuss 
emotions and consequences. 

• Elaborate on why you are telling yourself the things you are.

• Speak in the first person when writing.

• Include your address and the salutation you would expect to find in a correctly formatted letter.

• You must have an introduction to your letter.

• Think about 4 things max,  you want to discuss with your younger self- bullet point these ideas when you plan.

• Make notes about how older you felt, how older you saw things and how you might have done it differently.

• Each topic will be a paragraph. The first sentence of each paragraph will be a topic sentence that explains the 
main point of your paragraph.

• Planning tool on next slide to help you.





WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY



LETTER WRITING EDIT TIME OR POETRY 
EXTENSION IF READY TO PUBLISH
• Your letter from yesterday may still need some time to finish off/edit for improvements/spell 

and grammar checking. Once your piece is ready to publish, please share on padlet or email 
into school, to show your hard work.

• Only once you are happy that it is the best it can be, then move onto the next poetry activity 
which is using a John Agard poem as a template for making a kenning style (compound words) 
poem about a nasty character, namely Claudius Hamlet’s uncle.

• Agard’s poem is written using a mixture of standard English and Caribbean English as he was 
born and grew up in Guyana. 

• The poem is on the next slide.



DON’T CALL ALLIGATOR LONG-MOUTH 
TILL YOU CROSS THE RIVER – JOHN 
AGARD
• Call alligator long-mouth

Call alligator saw-mouth
Call alligator pushy-mouth
Call alligator scissors-mouth
Call alligator raggedy mouth Call alligator bumpy-bum
Call alligator all dem rude word 

• But better wait till you cross river. 

• How could you take and apply this to a poem about Claudius? 
• ‘Don’t Call Claudius XXX Till You Get Out of Denmark!’ (eg ‘Don’t Call Claudius King Killer…Foul 

Poisoner…etc.)



THURSDAY



PERSUASIVE LEAFLET

• Click on the link to the following article and read all about why you should visit Beecher 
Woods.

• http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/assessment/download/file/07%20Beecher%20woods.pdf

• Print off the article if you can and gather some coloured pens, we are going to unpick the 
features of the piece. If you have not got access to a printer then please just make notes under 
the headings formal and informal.

http://www.lancsngfl.ac.uk/curriculum/assessment/download/file/07%2520Beecher%2520woods.pdf


LEAFLET FEATURES ANALYSIS

• First, we are going to look for the differences 
between formal and informal writing.

• The writer uses formal and informal vocabulary 
and structures to appeal to different audiences.

• The opening section is very informal, it addresses 
the reader directly- pick out any phrases that you 
can see that do this.

• In the next section, Brazil breakout, it becomes 
slightly more formal- can you spot where? But 
also shifts back to more informal when it tries to 
reassure and encourage potential participants.

• Other clues to look for are use of the passive 
voice An element of trust is involved with this 
activity where the active inclusion of the subject 
is removed, which is formal but then the leaflet 
ends with a very informal sign off and use of 
idioms are also more informal it goes without 
saying.

• Some of this maybe new to you, if you need more 
help on the differences, because you are working 
from home, you may find it useful to look at the 
next slide for more help.  (For parents I have 
added a summary slide at the end of the 
powerpoint to help you if you need more 
information on formal/informal shifts in writing)



WHAT ARE FORMAL AND 
INFORMAL LANGUAGE? ANSWERS

formal

has a more serious tone

uses the correct grammar 
and punctuation

uses specific vocabulary 
for the subject

often uses complex 
sentence structures

informal

is clear and to the point

use more contractions and 
abbreviations (e.g. it’s or TV)

has a more ‘chatty’ tone

uses text-style words (lol)

uses clichés (e.g. raining cats 
and dogs)



FRIDAY



WRITING A PERSUASIVE LEAFLET

• At the start of the week we listened to a story which linked Shakespeare’s play Hamlet and the 
story of his son Hamnet.

• Today’s session is an information gathering session where you are going to visit virtually the 
tourist attraction of Mary Arden’s Farm, explore the website and start to make notes on what 
might be good things to highlight for someone planning a trip there.

• https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/visit/mary-ardens-farm/

What would make a successful leaflet to ensure you get visitors to the site? There is a separate 
tab for education, and I will include the pack they put together for teachers which might give you 
additional useful information to include. The leaflets will be written next week.

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/visit/mary-ardens-farm/


•Formal and informal vocabulary and grammatical structures combine to appeal to different 
audiences: individuals seeking a new challenge; groups in need of team-building skills; and 
families simply looking for a fun-filled day out. 
•The opening section uses a highly informal style, addressing the reader directly. The use of 
the second person ‘you’, the repetitive use of rhetorical questions, and the peremptory Well 
stop right there! all but demand that the reader take notice. 
•The next section, Brazil Breakout, shifts to a slightly more formal style as the challenges of 
the first activity are described (physical and mental skills are required; bravery is also needed 
as some fears may be conquered). This is juxtaposed with the more informal vocabulary and 
structures of the second paragraph (If you love a challenge – however difficult – then you will 
most certainly love the ‘low ropes’ that are dotted around the forest; willingness to keep going; 
of course, when you arrive) to provide reassurance and encouragement for potential 
participants. 
•Levels of formality continue to shift, managing the provision of detailed information with the 
continuing need for both reassurance and enticement. More formal structures, using passives 
and modals (...whilst being given instructions by the staff; you are provided with a life-jacket 
which will keep you afloat should you fall in; An element of trust is involved with this activity; 
must make sure there is no slack on the rope) are integrated with less formal vocabulary 
(dotted around the border; this is a must!), adverbs that modify and soften (a little less 
adventurous; quite amusing; delightfully rewarding), idiomatic usage (it goes without saying) 
and parenthetical asides (an adventurous [and wet] day on the water). 
•The leaflet concludes with an appropriately informal appeal to the reader (if you love...then I 
think you can...for yourself – don’t you?). 


