
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                         30 May 2020 

PHASED OPENING OF ST. JAMES’ FROM 1ST JUNE 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you for your patience and understanding regarding our communication around the phased reopening of school. 
The government have given us some guidelines with which to make our school offer. From the 1st June we have to: 

 continue to offer places to the priority groups- vulnerable children and children of critical workers – this includes 
those that haven’t taken up the offer previously 

 welcome back children in reception, year 1 and year 6 

 prioritise younger children in the first phases of wider opening – that means offering available spaces after 
inviting the vulnerable children and children of critical workers to reception in the first instance, followed by y1 
and then y6. 

 allow a maximum of 15 pupils per class and one teacher (and, if needed, a teaching assistant) 

This has proven to be a huge task, particularly trying to gather additional information around critical workers, ensuring that 
our approach matches the expectations of the government and taking it to the DGAT board of trustees for their approval. 
We have also had to consider planning for a safe reopening including one way systems, classroom and play area set ups, 
managing resources and designing a curriculum. I am hoping that by Friday I will be able to share the start of our phased 
reopening plan with you after approval by the trustees. I appreciate that as a working parent you will be keen to plan your 
return to work and organise how you will be working as a family after the half term break and I am hopeful that the 
government’s guidelines remain as they are presently, rather than change again. I am also assuming that you have a great 
deal of questions about how we will ensure that the pupils are safe. On Friday, we hope we will be in a position to provide 
you with a road map to re-opening, our new plans for the curriculum that weaves together work for children at home or 
at school, a detailed risk assessment, information about behaviour and a home school agreement. 

This has been a mammoth journey but an important one to ensure that our community is as safe as possible. Thank you 
again for your understanding. 

Best wishes, 

   

Mrs Lisa Harford 

Head  


