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Take 5: Ideas for Independent/Home Learning  

Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell (Faber & Faber)  

1. Explore it 

 
Read this story opening. You might want to hear it read aloud as well as reading it for yourself.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk about how this story opening makes you feel and what you like or dislike about it.  

 Does it remind you of anything you know in stories or real life? How?  

 Think about how it is written. What parts of this really stick in your mind? Which words and phrases 

do you like the best? What do you like about them? Do they look or sound interesting? Do they 

help you make a picture in your mind? What do other people think?  

 What is happening in this extract? Who are the central characters? Can you summarise what 

you’ve read in a couple of sentences? 

2. Illustrate it 

After you have read it a few times, take a pen or pencil and a bit of scrap paper. You can use the back of an 

old envelope or cereal packet; whatever is to hand. Draw what you see in your imagination. It can be shapes 

or shading - anything that captures the place and the mood of this story opening.  

Maybe other people, your friends or in your family want to draw what they imagine as well. Remember, 

everyone has their own ideas and imagines things their own way. This is a good thing! 

To get started, ask yourself: Where does this story begin?  What happens? How do you know? How does it 

make me feel? How can I show this in a drawing?  
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Re-read the opening and write some words and phrases that have helped you make your picture. Share 

what you have drawn with someone else: Why have you chosen to draw it this way? Which words and 

phrases helped you make a picture?  

3. Talk about it 

 Return to the opening of the book think about the character Chares Maxim. What do you think 

about him so far? Why do you think that?  

 Why do you think the author has described him in the way in which she has: ‘Hair the colour of 

lightning.’ Or ‘Think of night-time with a speaking voice. Or think of how moonlight might talk, or 

think of ink, if ink had vocal chords.’  

 What do you imagine when you hear these phrases? Is this similar or different to other character 

descriptions you have heard before? Do you like these descriptions? Why? Why not?  

 If you were to describe someone you know in this way, what phrases might you use? What could 

you compare their hair to? How might you describe their voice? Are they more like daytime or 

night-time? Why?  

4. Imagine it 

The novel this extract comes from is called Rooftoppers.  

 From what you have read so far, and what you can see on the cover, where you think the book may 

be set? What gives you this idea?  

 When do you think it is set? Why do you think that?   

 What do you think a ‘rooftopper’ might be? 

 What do you predict will happen in the story?  

 Who could the other character be that features on the front cover?  

5. Create it  

The majority of the story takes place in Paris, France. What do you already know about this city?  

 

Depending on how much you already know, you could either create a guide to Paris for someone else or 

plan a series of questions that you would like to find out about this city. For example, what language do 

they speak? What currency do they use? What are the most famous sites in Paris? What kind of food do 

people like to eat in Paris? How can you get around the city easily?  

You can find some information about Paris in this video: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0114qpv 

You can also find information on this website: 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/countries/facts-about-france/ 

If you are able to, you might go to the library or look in books you have at home. This book list might help 

you: https://clpe.org.uk/library-and-resources/booklists/paris-booklist 
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