
 

 

 

Additional Information – Coronavirus       13th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As you will be aware, further information has been made available to the public (12.03.2020) as we now move into the ‘Delay’ part of the 
government’s plan: to slow the spread in this country, if it does take hold, lowering the peak impact and pushing it away from the winter 
season.  
The guidance states that if you have Coronavirus symptoms of: 
 

 a high temperature (37.8 degrees or above) 

 a new, continuous cough 
 
You must stay at home for 7 days regardless of whether they have travelled to affected areas. This means staying at home and avoiding 
all but essential contact with others for 7 days from the point of displaying mild symptoms, to slow the spread of infection. You do not 
need to call NHS 111 to go into self-isolation. If your symptoms worsen during home isolation or are no better after 7 days contact NHS 111 
online at 111.nhs.uk. If you have no internet access, you should call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999. If your child displays the 
symptoms above, please contact the school to advise and you will need to make arrangements to keep your child off school for 7 days 

from the date the symptoms arose. The guidance can be found at:  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
 
As an important part of our school community, I would ask that you encourage good infection control practices, such as thorough 
handwashing, at home and keep your child informed about the things they can do to discourage the spread of infection. 
 
This guidance applies to children and adults and therefore you, as parents and carers will need to decide whether you need to isolate 
yourself or your child. We are still maintaining records to mitigate against the spread of other infections and diseases and therefore it is 
helpful to know whether you child is ill with a cough, sickness, chicken pox, headache etc. This allows us to look at virus spread against 
our risk assessments. RECORDING TYPES OF ILLNESS AND ISOLATION DIFFERENTLY IS IMPORTANT TO HELP REDUCE THE SPREAD OF 
ANY ILLNESS. In order to support us in managing our records of illness please ensure you tell us whether your child is ill (and what their 
symptoms are) and/or if you are isolating – both are coded differently in our registers as per the guidance from the DfE. 
 
 
As per the advice from the government, the school has taken the following actions for infection control:  
 
Putting up coronavirus infection control measures information posters around the school 

Encouraging good hygiene by promoting the importance of handwashing for at least 20 seconds with 

warm water and soap in the following circumstances: 

  - Before leaving home  

  - On arrival at school  

  - After using the toilet  

  - After breaks and sporting activities  

  - Before food preparation  

- Before eating any food, including snacks  

- Before leaving school  
 

Installing alcohol-based hand sanitiser dispensers that contain at least 60 percent alcohol in the school  
Ensuring pupils and staff understand that they must cover their cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue away  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


 

 

Ensuring frequently touched objects and surfaces are cleaned and disinfected more regularly than usual  
Calling NHS 111 if someone becomes unwell and isolating any unwell people in a separate room  
Advising people who have returned from category 1 specified countries/areas in the last 14 days to self-isolate for 14 days before they 
return to school  
Advising people who have returned from category 2 specified countries/areas in the last 14 days to stay at home if they develop 
symptoms – the full list of category 1 and category 2 countries can be found on the government website.  
 
We have ensured the following:  
 

 Soap is readily available in all classrooms and restrooms – they are checked three times a day and    
refilled as necessary (twice in the day and after school by the caretaker) 

 Door handles etc.  are being cleaned daily 

 Paper towels have been removed from the toilets (although available in class) as there is a concern  
regarding cross contamination when a number of towels are dispensed at once and left on the side –  

  Children have been told to use the hand dryers 

 There is some hand sanitiser and plenty of  soap/towels available in the dining room however we are   
encouraging them to use soap and water 

 Children are reminded and encouraged to wash their hands as per guidance from PHE 

 Staff are being hyper vigilant regarding symptoms of Coronavirus and whilst we have not had any reason 
to send anyone home with symptoms, will do so if needed. 

 Children have been reminded by staff regularly why we are asking them to wash their hands 
 
We would like to reiterate that these are only preventative measures, in place to anticipate any occurrences of coronavirus within the 
school. 
 
These are difficult times for everyone and we appreciate your potential anxiety regarding illness and self-isolating. If you have any 
concerns or questions please e mail admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk. 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
  
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs. Lisa Harford    
Headteacher 
 


