
 

 

 

Additional Information – Corona Virus      10th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Further to our correspondence to you on the 26 February I would like to take this opportunity to remind you 
of the information contained in the letter and our response to this virus. Please take time to re-read the letter 
below and talk to your children about protecting themselves. Many of you have thanked us on the gate for the 
work done with the children over the last two weeks with many parents feeling like the children have been 
informed and supported. We are continuing to review information from DfE, PHA and the local council but the 
information and guidance sent to you previously remains. 
 
Here at school we have taken these additional measures: 

 Soap is readily available in all classrooms and restrooms – they are checked three times a day and    
refilled as necessary (twice in the day and after school by the caretaker) 

 Door handles etc.  are being cleaned daily 

 Paper towels have been removed from the toilets (although available in class) as there is a concern  
regarding cross contamination when a number of towels are dispensed at once and left on the side –  
Children have been told to use the hand dryers 

 There is some hand sanitiser and plenty of  soap/towels available in the dining room however we are   
encouraging them to use soap and water 

 Children are reminded and encouraged to wash their hands as per guidance from PHE 

 Staff are being hyper vigilant regarding symptoms of Coronavirus and whilst we have not had any reason 
to send anyone home with symptoms, will do so if needed. 

 Children have been reminded by staff regularly why we are asking them to wash their hands 
 
Much of this is embedded in our general expectations around hygiene but we are focussing on it with greater 
regulatory than we usually would.  
 
Our intention is not to worry or scare the children, some are already highly anxious and so we are sharing 
factual information in a calm and sensitive way. We will continue to remind the children to wash their hands 
regularly and consider what to do when they cough or sneeze.  
 
We recognise that this is a concerning time for all families and if we are given any advice which is different to 
that we have already shared with you we will do so with the utmost urgency. 

 
Please see a copy of our recent letter below: 

 
 
  



 

 

I would like to draw your attention to the updated (25.02.2020) advice for schools re the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 
  
You will have seen reports of schools closing following children returning from affected and areas displaying symptoms. These have largely been 

incidences of where a school trip has returned from an affected area and the school has taken the decision locally to close for either logistical or risk 

minimisation purposes. 
  
The up to date guidance for schools is contained in the link below:- 
  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-

settings-about-covid-19 
  
This page gives clear and detailed advice if it is suspected that a pupil or staff member is at risk. 
  
The advice will potentially change as the situation develops and we will monitor centrally and update when changes occur. 
  
The guidance for people returning from Northern Italy has changed and now advises:    
Any pupil, child or staff member returning from Category 2 (includes Northern Italy) - 
  
If they are currently well: 
  

 they are advised to self-isolate only if they develop symptoms 

 they can continue to attend work or education 

 they do not need to avoid contact with other people 

 their family do not need to take any precautions or make any changes to their own activities 

 testing people with no symptoms for COVID-19 is currently not recommended 

 it is useful to always take a mobile phone with them when they go out so that they can contact others if they do become unwell 
  
If they become unwell: 
  

 they should stay indoors and avoid contact with other people as they would with other flu viruses (see this home isolation advice 

sheet). 

 they (or a family member, colleague or member of staff) should call NHS 111 immediately for them to be assessed by an 

appropriate specialist, as quickly as possible 

 they should stay at home and should not attend work or education 

 they should not go directly to their GP or other healthcare environment 

 if they require emergency medical attention, call 999 and tell the call handler or ambulance control that the person has a history 

of recent travel to risk areas for COVID-19 

   
If you have any concerns or questions please e mail admin@st-james-pri.gloucs.sch.uk. 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs. Lisa Harford    
Headteacher 
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