
 

 

 

Additional Information – Coronavirus and Self-Isolation      
 16th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Further to my letter on Friday regarding self-isolation I am writing to confirm our arrangements until you are 
notified differently. Thank you for your patience and understanding at this time, however I would like to share 
that as a school leader I have not received any information over and above that which you have had. Schools 
have not been supplied with any additional information regarding the likelihood of school closure or what 
happens when you decide to self-isolate, we are unable to diagnose COVID19 or help you to decide on whether 
you should consider self- isolating. As a school our only official source of information regarding the virus can 
be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response 
 
Self-Isolation 
 
If you have taken the decision to self-isolate a child or your family the following must be taken into account: 
 

 You will be self-isolating because you have read the guidance from PHE, understand the associated 
signs and symptoms and have taken the decision yourself – the school will not be able to offer you guidance or 
tell you what you should do 

 If your child presents with either symptom whilst at school (they have a temperature above 37.8 
degrees or a new continuous cough) we will notify you so that you can follow the stay at home guidance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-
people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

 If you self-isolate your child will need to be isolated for 7 days and will not be able to return to school 
until after the isolation period is completed 

 You need to notify us that you are self-isolating and the date you started the self-isolation process; 
this allows the child’s absence to be authorised and for us to keep up to date records 
 
School work 
 
If you have chosen to self-isolate for 7 days we would encourage you to do the following: 
 

 Listen to your child read daily and ask them questions about the text 

 Learn and re-learn any spellings 

 Work on your child’s number bonds, basic maths work and multiplication tables 

 Review the learning outcomes for your child that can be found on our school website 
http://stjamescofeprimary.co.uk/key-documents-useful-links/ . There are year group outcomes and subject 
outcomes clearly listed and you received a learning overview map for this term in January. These may be of 
interest to you. 

 Make use of the myriad of websites and learning platforms on offer that can provide educational 
games, apps, videos to support your child. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
http://stjamescofeprimary.co.uk/key-documents-useful-links/


 

 

 
As part of a group of Cheltenham schools we have decided that it is not manageable or practical for teachers 
to be planning and creating additional work for their class and also producing home learning packs. If schools 
are closed as a result of a government decision then we will, at this point, send work home for the children to 
complete.  
 
This is an incredibly busy time for myself and the admin team here at St. James’ so thank you for limiting your 
calls and emails regarding the implications of COVID19; this means that we can spend our time ensuring your 
children’s safety and wellbeing.  
 
We will continue to keep you up to date and will notify you of any changes as they arise.  
 
   
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs. Lisa Harford    
Headteacher 
 


