
Super-readable, dyslexia-friendly 
books 

Specifically written for students who have 
visual stress these are suitable for reluctant 
readers too. 

Having had a chat with a couple of parents regarding 
encouraging their children to read, I suggest taking a 
look at the website linked below which might be a useful 
starting point for you, in choosing some texts.Website: 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/dys/Super-
readable-Dyslexia-friendly.html#link4 Scroll down to the 

9+ category for ideas. 

Nothing Ever 
Happens Here 
A compassionate, accessible, 
supportive story that sees a 
shy heroine find new 
strength through the 
experience of her dad’s 
gender transition. 

"This is Littlehaven. Nothing ever happens here. Until the 
spotlight hits my family." 

Izzy's family is under the 
spotlight when her dad 
comes out as Danielle, a 
trans woman. Izzy is 
terrified her family will be 
torn apart. Will she lose her 
dad? Will her parents break 
up? And what will people at 
school say? Izzy's always 
been shy, but now all eyes 
are on her. Can she face 
her fears, find her voice and 
stand up for what's right? 
9+ and 11+ readers 
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1

English Updates 
New Year, New Reads

YEAR 5 10 JANUARY 2020

The Time of 
Green Magic- 
Hilary McKay 
Abi and her two step-
brothers, Max and 
Louis, find that strange 
things happen when 
they are alone in their 
eerie, ivy-covered new 
house. 
Abi, reading alone, 
finds herself tumbling 
deep into books, while 
Louis summons a 
startling guest through 
his bedroom window. 
Even Max has started 
to see shapes in the 
shadows . . . 
Their busy parents see 
none of it – but Louis’ 
secret visitor is 
growing too alarming 
to keep secret, and he 
finds he cannot 
manage without Max 
and Abi’s help. 
Can they find out 
where the mysterious 
creature has come 
from – and how to get 
it back there? 

Suitable for 7+ and 
9+ readers

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/dys/Super-readable-Dyslexia-friendly.html#link4
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genre/dys/Super-readable-Dyslexia-friendly.html#link4
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ENGLISH UPDATES 10 JANUARY 2020

POETRY BY HEART COMPETITION 
I eavesdropped on some boys sorting 
pencils in class on Wednesday and was 
delighted to hear them reciting to each other 
the poems they had learned for the visit to 
the residential home. Just the people I need 
to join in with a poetry by heart competition 
to be launched in school this half term. More 
details to follow. 

The competition is soon to be launched and the 
children will enjoy a live lesson to launch the writing 
project next Thursday. 

Details can be found here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/
4n1HgL2GFCWDmCtq9Sx5kKB/500-words-2020 

We will support writing in class as part of our creative 
writing approach whilst also balancing that with 
alternative opportunities to write which will 
complement their study of space.  

I am happy to register and enter their stories but ask 
once more if you might assist with the typing up of 
their work.

May be of interest to support 
learning at home: 
Vocabulary has to be the single most important aspect of a 
modern curriculum. Explicit and engaging vocabulary teaching 
has the power to promote independence in learners, ignite 
imaginations and deliver understanding.With a focus on English 
and rich language banks associated with genres and topics, the 
ideas for reading and writing can be applied to any National 
Curriculum area and are perfect for modelling and scaffolding 
writing.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4n1HgL2GFCWDmCtq9Sx5kKB/500-words-2020
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4n1HgL2GFCWDmCtq9Sx5kKB/500-words-2020
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4n1HgL2GFCWDmCtq9Sx5kKB/500-words-2020
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4n1HgL2GFCWDmCtq9Sx5kKB/500-words-2020
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