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English Updates 
 

Writing Competitions 
Poetry competition, run by Victoria Williamson, asked for poems which were 
written through the eyes of an animal- year 5 sent off a magnificent 27 entries; 
fingers crossed we will hopefully hear the results after the Easter break.  
 

Poetry competition opportunity for the first week of Easter 
holidays: 

“We want you to write a poem inspired by a garden! Maybe you’ll 
focus on an ancient tree, a newly emerging flower or the garden as a 
whole. Get outside and get inspired! There is no word limit, and your 
poem can take any form.” 

One star-prize winner will scoop a family day out to Kew Gardens, including a stay 
at the Hilton London Syon Park and up to £200 towards travel. They’ll also win 
a year’s family membership and a bundle of books. Five runners up will each win a 
bundle of books and a year’s family membership to Kew! All the winners’ words will 
be displayed at Kew for thousands of visitors to read! Due by 11.04.19 

Please go to this link to enter: 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/competition/kew-gardens-poetry-comp/#!/

register 

Congratulations are due to Reuben who received a “commended” 
recognition from the author Nicola Davies who said of our poet entries: 

“These young poets demonstrated that they had a good understanding of 
what poetry can do. Great observation, originality and richness of language.” There 
were over 800 entries from 50 schools; we are hugely proud of his success. Please 
go to the website to see entries from the winners. 

Year 5 have registered to take part in the CLPE Poetry shadowing 
scheme. This will involve working on a 3 week block of poetry 
next term and then working on our performance poetry, videoing 
our efforts and entering into a competition to have the chance to 
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perform at the awards ceremony at the National Theatre on July 3rd. Watch this 
space, we have ambition! 

Book clubs  

Our 3 book clubs have reduced to 2 for the next half term while Mrs Pritchett 
recovers from surgery, a huge thank you to her for giving up her time after school to 
help run a club. Also,  thank you to Mrs Mckenzie who gives up her lunchtime each 
Monday to share books with her group. 

I am trying to recruit an alternative  teacher for an end-of-the-week lunchtime slot 
and will send out details as soon as I can confirm a volunteer. We have found the 
lunchtime slot to be an ideal model where we ‘feed and read’, hence the change to 
the schedule. Please ask your child to chat to me if they think they might be 
interested. Ideally, we may well be able to enjoy a few sessions outside next term. 

  

In the meantime, please join us in reading the most amazing book over the 
Easter holidays, so we can have a community of readers sharing the same 
book. Way better than any Easter egg, ‘Love that Dog’ by Sharon Creech is 
part poem, part story and is utterly wonderful (and quick) read. 

 My book club will be moving onto ‘After Tomorrow’ by Gillian Cross after 
Easter, please find time to buy, but not start, the book over the holidays. This is 
our 3rd ‘in addition to’ book of the year, all the others have been part of the 
Cheltenham Festivals project and have been: ‘Nowhere Emporium’- Ross 
Mckenzie, ‘Running on Empty’- SE Durrant, ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’- Joe 
Todd Stanton, ‘Love that Dog’-Sharon Creech. 

I have been lucky enough to have been chosen from the teachers who take 
part in the reading programme run by the Festivals, to be part of the selection 
panel for next year’s choices so will be off to London in July to work with 
representatives from organisations such as the UKLA and CLPE, literary 
journalists, academics and festival staff to help choose the books for future 
reading groups. The model for this programme is also being rolled out 

nationally in a partnership with the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education, Just 
Imagine, Peters and Seven Stories, The National Centre for Children’s Books and as 
a result is expected to reach an estimated 3600 pupils per year. I am hugely grateful 
we live in a place where we have the chance to take part in this valuable project. 
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Poetry workshops 

Next term, as part of my research project for my dissertation, I will be running a 
poetry workshop after school. Students, from Year 4 and 5, have already been 
invited to take part. Parents please be aware that the first session will start the first 
week of term, which may be different to other school run clubs. We have 6 sessions 
and a parent sharing session too, in a super short term, therefore I am keen to get it 
under way as soon as possible. Thank you to all those students who have agreed to 
attend and be part of the research. Interviews have already happened for both 
teachers and some students, and I hope that it will form a useful study to try and 
understand more clearly what helps students to find greater pleasure in writing. 

I hope to run a second set of workshops, just for year 5, after the half term break 
which will be on an entirely non-selective, first-come first-served  basis because I 
know there are some students who have expressed an interest in also joining in.  

If I am able to squeeze in one or two additional students for term 1 and you would 
be happy for your child to be part of a research project, and you are free on a 
Wednesday after school (lots of conditions there!) please email me directly during 
the holidays and I can send the information out. I am trying to ensure a 
representative balance within the group for the research part of the project. 

I think that’s it! Have a lovely break this Easter and please don’t forget to keep 
writing and reading for pleasure, 

The Year 5 team. 
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